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Biomedical Graduate Studies


Dear Incoming Biomedical Graduate Student:

As staff members of Biomedical Graduate Studies (BGS), we would like to welcome you to the University of Pennsylvania and provide you with some important enrollment information.

BGS Convocation will take place on Tuesday, September 6, 2011.  Various other orientation activities, including graduate group advising sessions, will take place during that week.  We will be providing more details over the summer, through e-mailings and our BGS website at http://www.med.upenn.edu/bgs/infofornewstudents.shtml.

Summer Matriculation
BGS offers incoming students the opportunity to come to campus early for a 12 week lab rotation in the summer. In 2011, the summer program will begin on June 13th and run through September 5th. (Fall 2011 orientation activities begin on September 6th).  The summer rotation option is particularly useful for students who have not yet had the opportunity to do extensive research, whose research interests are especially broad and varied, or who would simply like an early introduction to graduate school, Penn, and/or Philadelphia. It also provides students an opportunity to prepare for Fall coursework via the BGS Summer Preparation Workshop. Workshop participants meet one evening a week with 1-2 senior graduate students to begin learning material covered in the core course in cell biology and biochemistry (BIOM600) and to read primary literature. Students with weaker backgrounds in cell biology and biochemistry are strongly recommended to participate in the Workshop.
Summer matriculation students will receive a stipend and can obtain student health insurance. They must agree to spend the entire 12 weeks on campus and to work full-time in the rotation lab. Incoming students who wish to undertake a summer rotation must let BGS know their intention no later than April 19. They should work with their graduate group chair or other faculty advisor to identify a lab rotation mentor by May 3.  (Please note that because BGS students are not formally registered during the summer, BGS cannot sign any loan deferment forms covering the summer months.) 
Fellowship 
Please submit your payroll forms and supporting documents by the August 1, 2011 deadline to insure that you will receive your first payment on September 30th.  Payroll forms and instructions can be found on our BGS website:
http://www.med.upenn.edu/bgs/current_students_payroll.shtml

Online Orientation Sessions
You are encouraged to participate in our online orientation sessions in order to get critical information before you arrive on campus. You may log on from wherever you are in the world. These are live, interactive, web-based presentations with experts from Penn. You will be able to ask questions and get real-time answers during the presentations. All you need to participate is computer with a high-speed connection. Several sessions are offered on topics such as housing, questions and answers for international student, and academic success.  More information about the sessions, dates, and how to register can be found at: http://www.gsc.upenn.edu/orientation/online.php

Housing   
If you are interested in learning about graduate housing options on campus, visit Penn’s Office of Housing website at http://www.business-services.upenn.edu/housing/graduate.html
for information and an application.  A wide variety of housing is available off-campus as well through the Office of Off-Campus Living, http://www.business-services.upenn.edu/offcampusservices/.

Health Insurance Requirement
The University requires all full-time students to have adequate health insurance. You will need to either enroll in the Penn Student Insurance Plan (PSIP) or if you already have health insurance, request a waiver for academic year 2011-2012.  Both of these actions are done online. In order to waive, your health insurance must meet the University's criteria. The enrollment/waiver website opens begins on July 1, 2011.  Details about the Penn Student Insurance Plan, the waiver requirements, and a link to the enrollment/waiver website are provided here: 
http://www.vpul.upenn.edu/shs/insurance.php 

University Immunization Requirement
The University of Pennsylvania requires all incoming students to be immunized against certain diseases and to submit documentation. New students are also required to fill out two personal health questionnaires and electronically sign a consent form via a secure website. Please note that Penn's vaccination requirements, instructions for submitting immunization records, and links to forms are at http://www.vpul.upenn.edu/shs/immunization.php. Immunization information should be submitted by July 15. If you are missing any required vaccinations, you may contact the Student Health Services Immunization Office at 215-746-3535 when you arrive and schedule an appointment(s).

PennKey and Campus Express Online   
You will soon receive information about creating your PennKey and password – they are your “keys” to Penn’s electronic environment. (If you are already affiliated with the university and have an established PennKey and password, you will not receive this mailing.) In June, you will receive information about Campus Express Online, http://www.campusexpress.upenn.edu/  a web-based service for accessing student services such as on-campus housing, off-campus living, and transportation & parking.  Please set up your Penn Key by June 1, 2011.  As a BGS student, you will need to apply for your email account through the School of Medicine.

Official Transcript
Please be aware that in order to matriculate into your graduate program, BGS must receive an official transcript containing your final semester grades, graduation date, and the degree conferred.  If an official transcript has not already been submitted, you must arrange for one to be sent to:

Biomedical Graduate Studies
ATTN:  Admissions Coordinator
University of Pennsylvania
160 BRB II/III
421 Curie Boulevard
Philadelphia, PA  19104-6064

Please keep us informed of any changes in your contact information. Email Sara Macro Forrest at smacro@upenn.edu with updates.
 
We are looking forward to your arrival!

Sincerely,

Judy Jackson
Administrative Director
jajackso@upenn.edu

Sara Macro Forrest
Student Records Coordinator 
smacro@upenn.edu

Arnaldo Diaz, PhD
Recruitment and Special Programs Coordinator
diaza@upenn.edu

Colleen Dunn
Curriculum Coordinator
dunncoll@upenn.edu

Sarah Gormley
Admissions Coordinator
gormley@upenn.edu

Peggy Buckley
Payroll Manager
buckley@mail.med.upenn.edu
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