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Biomedical Graduate Studies
Dear Incoming Biomedical Graduate Student:

As staff members of Biomedical Graduate Studies (BGS), we would like to welcome you to the University of Pennsylvania and provide you with some important enrollment information.

Summer Orientation 

Since you plan to enroll during the summer, please arrange to be on campus on Monday, June 13 for BGS Summer Orientation.  Orientation will take place 9:00-10:30AM in Seminar Room 253 (2nd floor) of the Biomedical Research Building II/III (BRB II/III), 421 Curie Blvd. [Map and Directions: http://www.facilities.upenn.edu/map.php]

Orientation will include a presentation by the two current BGS students who will be in charge of this year’s BGS Summer Preparation Workshop.  The workshop meets one evening a week to help new students prepare for graduate school coursework, particularly the core course in biochemistry and cell biology (BIOM600), which is taken by most first year students in the fall.  
Fellowship   

Please submit your payroll forms and supporting documents by the May 3, 2011 deadline to insure that you will receive your first payment on June 30th.  Payroll forms and instructions can be found on our BGS website

http://www.med.upenn.edu/bgs/current_students_payroll.shtml 
Graduate Student Center Orientations

Penn’s Graduate Student Center offers all kinds of helpful resources for incoming graduate students:  http://www.gsc.upenn.edu/orientation/resources.php   They also offer online orientations sessions as well: http://www.gsc.upenn.edu/orientation/online.php
PennKey

You will soon receive information about setting up your PennKey.  Please set one up by May 1, 2011 so you can access Penn information online, including a Penn email account. 
Housing   

If you are interested in learning about graduate housing options on campus, visit Penn’s Office of Housing website at 
http://www.business-services.upenn.edu/housing/graduate.html
for information and an application.  A wide variety of housing is available off-campus as well through the Office of Off-Campus Living http://www.business-services.upenn.edu/offcampusservices/.  The Annual Rental Housing Fair will be on Tuesday, April 5, 2011, please see the flyer which is attached to this email.
Penn Summer Health Insurance & Immunization
BGS will pay for Penn Summer Health Insurance, Student Only (no dependents), if you need it.  Using your PennKey and password, you must sign up on-line before 5:00 PM by May 31, 2011.  Please note that you will need to sign up again online for academic year 2011-2012 health insurance in the fall after July 1, 2011. 
Details about the Penn Student Insurance Plan are provided on the following web site:  http://www.vpul.upenn.edu/shs/insurance.php 
The University of Pennsylvania requires all incoming students to be immunized against certain diseases and to submit documentation.  New summer students are also required to fill out two personal health questionnaires and electronically sign a consent form by June 1. You will need to use your PennKey and password to complete this requirement: http://www.vpul.upenn.edu/shs/immsummer.php.  

Penn’s immunization requirements are listed here: http://www.vpul.upenn.edu/shs/immunization.php.

Required immunizations are given at no cost to students enrolled in the Penn Summer Health Insurance Plan.  If you are missing any required vaccinations, please contact the Student Health Services Immunization Office at 215-746-3535 when you arrive in June and schedule an appointment(s) to have them completed over the summer (no later than August 31).
Save-the-Date

Please plan to attend the BGS Convocation on Tuesday, September 6, 2011.  Various other orientation activities, including graduate group advising sessions, will take place during that week. You will receive more information over the summer.

Official Transcript

Please be aware that in order to matriculate into your graduate program, BGS must receive an official transcript containing your final semester grades, graduation date, and the degree conferred.  If an official transcript has not already been submitted, you must arrange for one to be sent to:

Biomedical Graduate Studies

ATTN:  Admissions Coordinator

University of Pennsylvania

160 BRB II/III

421 Curie Boulevard

Philadelphia, PA  19104-6064

Please keep us informed of any changes in your contact information.  Email Sara Macro Forrest at smacro@upenn.edu with updates.

We are looking forward to your arrival!

Sincerely,

Judy Jackson

Administrative Director, BGS

jajackso@upenn.edu
Sara Macro Forrest

Student Records Coordinator, BGS 

smacro@upenn.edu
Arnaldo Diaz, PhD

Recruitment and Special Programs Coordinator, BGS

diaza@upenn.edu
Colleen Dunn

Curriculum Coordinator, BGS

dunncoll@upenn.edu
Sarah Gormley

Admissions Coordinator, BGS

gormley@upenn.edu
Peggy Buckley

Payroll Manager, BGS

buckley@mail.med.upenn.edu
Susan R. Ross, Ph.D.


Director, Biomedical Graduate Studies


Associate Dean for Graduate Education


School of Medicine








