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Biomedical Graduate Studies
July 11, 2011
Dear Incoming Biomedical Graduate Student:

The Biomedical Graduate Studies Welcome Day will take place Tuesday, September 6th in the Biomedical Research Building (BRB), 421 Curie Boulevard.  Activities will begin at 10:00 am in the BRB Auditorium.  A luncheon for new students will take place from 12:00-1:00 pm, followed later in the day by a payroll session* and a reception for all students, faculty and staff.  A variety of other orientation activities are planned throughout the week, including the graduate groups' orientation and advising sessions. 
*Please note that in order to receive a stipend, you will be required to present the original forms of ID you sent as copies with your payroll forms.  Please bring them with you on September 6th.
Your graduate group coordinator will register you for fall courses after you have undergone advising.  Course information will be provided upon your arrival.  In the meanwhile, you can find information about course offerings and your graduate group’s requirements on the web (www.med.upenn.edu/bgs).  While the fall semester officially starts on Wed., September 7th, many BGS classes will start the following week.  We encourage you to check with your graduate group coordinator or the course website to confirm the start date of a specific class.  
By now, you should have received mailings about the following things:
· PennKey - In order to access many of Penn’s electronic services, including the PennPortal and Campus Express Online, you will need a PennKey and password.  Your PennKey Setup Code expired 60 days from the date on your PennKey letter.  If you have not created your PennKey and password and need assistance, please contact Sara Forrest immediately (contact information below).
· Campus Express at Penn - We would like to begin sending you information via your Penn mail.med. address.  You may use your student e-mail account through Campus Express Online (http://www.campusexpress.upenn.edu/) which will be available by August 15th.  Please note that as a BGS student you will apply for your e-mail account through the School of Medicine.  PennKey authentication is required.  You may access your Penn e-mail account using Zimbra (http://zimbra.upenn.edu).
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The Campus Express Center will be part of Penn’s New Student Orientation 9 am–5 pm, Wed. and Thurs., Aug. 31st & Sept. 1st, and 9 am–Noon on Fri., Sept. 2nd in Houston Hall, Bodek Lounge, 3417 Spruce Street.  If you submitted a PennCard application and photo online or by mail, your PennCard will be ready for pick up at the Campus Express Center.  If you have not submitted them, this is an opportunity to have your photo taken and obtain your PennCard.
· Student Health Insurance - The University has a number of health-related requirements for full-time students.  These include completion and submission of (1) the Student Immunization Record; (2) the Student Medical History and Consent Form; and (3) Health Insurance documents.  Students may satisfy the insurance requirement by enrolling in the Penn Student Insurance Plan (PSIP) or through another plan.  Each school year, all full-time students must either elect to enroll in PSIP or waive with proof of alternative insurance.  Please enroll by Wednesday, August 31, 2011 by accessing the on-line insurance waiver/enrollment process at the Student Health Services website: (http://www.vpul.upenn.edu/shs/inreq.php).  
Your BGS fellowship covers the cost of individual student coverage only.  Dependent health insurance coverage and enrollment in the Dental is available at your expense.  If you fail to meet the above health requirements by deadlines, you may not receive adequate health care coverage and may lose other privileges.  
Please feel free to contact Sara Macro Forrest (smacro@mail.med.upenn.edu or 215-898-9180) with specific questions about these items.  Enjoy your last few weeks of summer and we look forward to seeing you on September 6th!
Sincerely,

Judy Jackson

Administrative Director, Biomedical Graduate Studies
jajackso@mail.med.upenn.edu
Susan R. Ross, Ph.D.


Director, Biomedical Graduate Studies


Associate Dean for Graduate Education


School of Medicine








