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Abstract 


The overall objective of the proposed study is to determine the extent of asbestos-related lung disease in present and former residents of West and South Ambler, PA and to delineate the specific exposure factors associated with increased risk of disease, including community and recreational exposures, and household exposures to families of asbestos workers.  These communities meet Environmental justice criteria and are target communities for outreach and research activities of the CEET.  The study will also explore whether there are families in the area with particular risk for mesothelioma.  The pilot study will begin the phase 1 of the project, a collaborative effort among CEET, the University of Pennsylvania Department of Anthropology, and residents of the West and South Ambler communities with assistance from the Chemical Heritage Foundation to obtain and organize information about potential asbestos exposures to West and South Ambler residents, and to identify populations and individuals at risk. We will utilize ethnographic methods to delineate the parameters of the West and South Ambler community today and in the past ~70 years, the normative lifestyle patterns, the sources of knowledge about the asbestos problem and the ways that information about the asbestos problems have been and are being transmitted. Data collection will include participant observation, open-ended, semi-structured interviews, focus groups, archival records, and media analysis. Participant observation will take place at community meetings, in establishments and institutions close to the previous factory site, and at local gatherings where past and current remediation might be discussed. We will select a stratified purposive sample of community residents for open ended semi-structured interviews and focus groups. Archival records will be identified by the community liaison.  

Information from phase 1 will be used to finalize the design, questionnaires, and to identify the biological and health endpoints to be used in Phase 2, an epidemiological study of former West and South Ambler residents to determine the long-term effects of community and household asbestos exposure.

