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OverviewOverview

Background on Background on PuentesPuentes de de SaludSalud
((““Bridges to HealthBridges to Health””))

Community health workers and cervical Community health workers and cervical 
cancer preventioncancer prevention



PhiladelphiaPhiladelphia’’s changing s changing 
immigrant landscapeimmigrant landscape



Latinos in PhiladelphiaLatinos in Philadelphia



PuentesPuentes de de SaludSalud
Opened November 2006Opened November 2006

Located in St. Agnes Medical Located in St. Agnes Medical 
Center in South PhiladelphiaCenter in South Philadelphia

Open Thursday nights from Open Thursday nights from 
6pm to 10pm6pm to 10pm

Pediatric, adult, and OB/Pediatric, adult, and OB/GynGyn
servicesservices

Case management and Case management and 
health educationhealth education

Volunteer staffedVolunteer staffed



PuentesPuentes de de SaludSalud in actionin action

>1,000 patients>1,000 patients

>4,000 patient visits>4,000 patient visits

~50 children born~50 children born

>300 volunteers>300 volunteers



PuentesPuentes de de SaludSalud: : 
AcademicAcademic--Community PartnersCommunity Partners

University of PennsylvaniaUniversity of Pennsylvania
•• School of MedicineSchool of Medicine
•• School of NursingSchool of Nursing
•• Dental SchoolDental School
•• Program in Public HealthProgram in Public Health
•• Graduate School of EducationGraduate School of Education
•• Law SchoolLaw School
•• School of Social WorkSchool of Social Work
•• School of Arts & SciencesSchool of Arts & Sciences

Drexel UniversityDrexel University
•• School of MedicineSchool of Medicine
•• School of Public HealthSchool of Public Health

Temple University Temple University 
Thomas Jefferson UniversityThomas Jefferson University
RWJ Medical SchoolRWJ Medical School
University of DelawareUniversity of Delaware

WomenWomen’’s and Childrens and Children’’s Health s Health 
ServicesServices
JUNTOS JUNTOS MexicanosMexicanos
Catholic Archdiocese of Catholic Archdiocese of 
PhiladelphiaPhiladelphia
Philadelphia Mexican consulatePhiladelphia Mexican consulate
Mexican governmentMexican government’’s Institute of s Institute of 
Mexicans AbroadMexicans Abroad
Philadelphia Department of HealthPhiladelphia Department of Health
United Communities of SE United Communities of SE 
PennsylvaniaPennsylvania
Maternity Care CoalitionMaternity Care Coalition
Bridging the GapsBridging the Gaps
Fox Chase Cancer CenterFox Chase Cancer Center
Tequilas restaurantTequilas restaurant



PuentesPuentes de de SaludSalud’’ss promotoraspromotoras



PuentesPuentes de de SaludSalud’’ss cervical cervical 
cancer programcancer program

2 workshops led by a pair of 2 workshops led by a pair of 
promotoraspromotoras (total time 6hrs)(total time 6hrs)

Pathogenesis, epidemiology, screening Pathogenesis, epidemiology, screening 
guidelines, implications of screening, guidelines, implications of screening, 
strategies for prevention, graduationstrategies for prevention, graduation

Interactive learning exercisesInteractive learning exercises



Baseline Data: Patient Baseline Data: Patient 
CharacteristicsCharacteristics

Control             InterControl             Interventionvention
GroupGroup GroupGroup

Age (SD)                       Age (SD)                       31 (12)                        32 (11)31 (12)                        32 (11)
NationalityNationality 86% Mexican            90% Mexican86% Mexican            90% Mexican
U.S. Residence (SD)             5.3yrs (4.2)                4.2yU.S. Residence (SD)             5.3yrs (4.2)                4.2yrs (3.2)rs (3.2)
AcculturationAcculturation 1.19 (0.4)                    1.15 (0.3)1.19 (0.4)                    1.15 (0.3)
Health status (SD)                  3.29 (0.8)                  Health status (SD)                  3.29 (0.8)                  3.17 (0.9)3.17 (0.9)
% Insured                                    6%                 % Insured                                    6%                 4%4%
% Smokers                                 10%                   % Smokers                                 10%                   10%10%
Lifetime sex partners                1.95                       Lifetime sex partners                1.95                       1.921.92
Parity  (SD)                               2.2 (1.4)            Parity  (SD)                               2.2 (1.4)            2.6 (1.5)2.6 (1.5)



Baseline Data: Patient Baseline Data: Patient 
CharacteristicsCharacteristics

Control                  InterventionControl                  Intervention
Group                        Group                        GroupGroup

Up to dateUp to date
Pap screening                     48%                           Pap screening                     48%                           47%47%

Cervical cancerCervical cancer
knowledge (SD)                3.3 (1.3)                         knowledge (SD)                3.3 (1.3)                         3.0 (1.4)3.0 (1.4)

Self efficacy Self efficacy 
Score (SD)                         3.9 (0.7)                    Score (SD)                         3.9 (0.7)                    4 (0.8)          4 (0.8)          



ResultsResults

36%

65%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Control Intervention

%
  r

ec
ei

ve
d 

Pa
p

Receipt of Pap smear at 6mo

*P-value 0.02

*



ResultsResults

3.5
3

3.3

5.4

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

Control Intervention

# 
of

 c
or

re
ct

 a
ns

w
er

s

Baseline 6mo

Cervical cancer knowledge

*P-value for baseline
comparison  0.12

**

*** *
** P-value for 6mo 

comparison  0.02



ResultsResults

43.9 4
4.7

0

1

2

3

4

5

Control Intervention

Se
lf 

ef
fic

ac
y

Baseline 6mo

Self efficacy at 6mo

*P-value for baseline
comparison  0.87

**
*** *

** P-value for 6mo 
comparison  0.01



Beyond the pBeyond the p--values: values: 
Value added and lessons learnedValue added and lessons learned

Strengthening existing partnershipsStrengthening existing partnerships

Spawning new partnershipsSpawning new partnerships

Capacity buildingCapacity building

An activated communityAn activated community
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