
CITY OF PHILADELPHIA 
 
 
Philadelphia was the first capital of the United States and is a historical city 
famous for its cultural and educational institutions.  It is a vibrant urban area 
serving a metropolitan population of about 5 million.  The University of 
Pennsylvania is located in west Philadelphia, minutes away from the center of 
the city, by public transportation.   
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Philadelphia, a dynamic place where big city excitement meets hometown charm, awaits your 

arrival. Famous as the birthplace of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, the cradle of liberty 

offers much more than cobblestone streets and historical landmarks. Cultural, culinary, artistic and 

ethnic treasures abound in this city and its surrounding countryside. The fifth-largest city in the 

country, Philadelphia is a welcoming place, a city based on freedom of expression.  

New and one-of-a-kind attractions, a wealth of art and culture, renowned performing arts 

companies, awe-inspiring architecture, a walkable downtown, seemingly endless shopping (with no 

tax on clothes) and a restaurant renaissance that has caught the world's attention all promise to 

create an unforgettable Philadelphia experience.  

And, of course, the greatest concentration of American history can be found just blocks away at 

Independence National Historical Park, including the Liberty Bell and Independence Hall.  

Best of all, Philadelphia's compact downtown places all of this and so much more within a short 

walk or cab ride from the Pennsylvania Convention Center and any downtown hotel.  
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