Through the artist’s eye: medicine, power, and the meaning of illness
Summer 2008 - BIOE 550 Sociological Topics in Bioethics

Wednesdays, 4:30-7pm, Room 321

Nora Jones

215.573.4042, noralj@mail.med.upenn.edu
Office hours by appointment – Suite 320 Room 348

Overview:

In this course we will explore the centuries-old relationship between medicine and the arts, a relationship that is at times complementary and at others, adversarial. The range of the arts covered in the course includes illustration, painting, sculpture, photography, theater, and film. Throughout, our gaze will be focused on the theme of power and on the changing and complex meanings of medicine and illness in society. 

Perhaps the best examples of the complementary relationship between the visual arts and medicine are the anatomical drawings of early 16th century artists like da Vinci and Vesalius, which laid the foundation for modern medical scientific illustration. Medicine continues to use the arts, as seen in the rise of ‘arts and humanities’ teaching in medical colleges, the use of art therapy for abused children and sufferers of PTSD, physicians as artists, and in calling artists into service for public health education and prevention campaigns. 

On the other hand, art has also been used to critique medicine. Contemporary filmmakers and playwrights criticize the health care system and the ways in which it disempowers patients. Critical examinations of the depiction of gender and ethnicity in medically-oriented art provide alternative views to the official versions of medical history and continuing practice. And photographers and other artists are increasing appropriating medical subject matter in their art, challenging the hold and control that medicine has enjoyed over defining illness and disease and exposing medical knowledge and secrets to a wide audience. 

Requirements:
Class Participation


5%

Art/Web Exhibition Review

25%

2 Reflection Papers


70%

Class Participation:
Means simply you come as often as you are able, and you actively listen and engage in discussion most of the time. 

Art/Web Exhibition Review:

This is an oral presentation (with or without powerpoint or other visual aids) with a 1-page handout for your classmates. From the list of exhibitions/websites provided, or from your own research, you will present a critical review of an art exhibition/website. Important: Your presentation MUST NOT EXCEED 20 MINUTES!!! You will be timed, and I will stop you at 20 minutes. This means you should practice orally and with any visual aids you may use. If you are not done within 20 minutes, you will be marked down. 

Tips for preparing your review:

· Think about the format and context of the exhibition/website. Who is the intended audience? If a web exhibit, what is the effect of the sponsors (if any) or other advertising on the site. 

· Spend some time contemplating each image individually, and then how the images relate to each other as well. What is the relationship between images and text in the exhibit/on the website? Try to understand what the curator was trying to communicate. Evaluate how well s/he/they achieved that goal.

· If you can find any, see if there are other reviews or interviews with the artist/s and/or curators. 

· Consider what other types of exhibits this gallery/web site has sponsored? 

· Situate this exhibit in the context of other artists we have discussed and/or in the context of greater trends in medicine and/or the art world. 

· Think about this artist’s importance in the larger canon of which s/he is a part. 

· You should include your opinion, but opinion should be grounded with specific evidence. If you like or don’t like a work/exhibit as a whole, use details from the work/exhibit to explain your position. 

Reflection Papers:

A reflection paper is a 7-10 page critical review of the readings/exhibits assigned in any given week. You choose which 2 weeks you’d like to review. The first must be from week 1-7 (Due on or before July 9), and the second must be from week 8-11 (Due on or before August 13).

In these papers you have the freedom to choose your theme/s. You should address all of the readings from the week, and incorporate any visual material you feel appropriate. Your review should discuss themes, issues, and/or questions raised by the articles/images. You can include commentary about the class discussions in your review. You may also choose to discuss how this week relates to others in the course. Substantiate your critiques with specific references to quotes, images, or analytic points from articles or discussions. There is no hard and fast rule as to what should be included in your reflection paper. There is, however, a hard and fast rule about what NOT to include: you should not summarize the articles. I have read them – I want to see you critically engage them. 
Calendar:
WEEK 1 – MAY 28TH. Course Overview
Readings:
*Berger, John. 1972. Ways of Seeing. Chapter 1. London: BBC and Penguin 



Books. Pp 7-34. (On Blackboard)



*Good, Bryon J. 1994. “How medicine constructs its objects” in Good’s Meaning, 

rationality, and experience: an anthropological perspective. Cambridge: 



Cambridge University Press. Pp 65-87. (On Blackboard)



*Kemp, Martin. 2003. “The Mona Lisa of modern science.” Nature 421(6921). 



(On Blackboard)



*Kevles, Bettyann. 1997. Timeline. In Naked to the Bone: Medical Imaging in the 


20th Century. MA: Helix Books. Pp 304-17. (On Blackboard)

WEEK 2 – JUNE 4TH. 
What can we do with visuals/art in medicine? Learn to be better doctors; use it to treat patients; learn about medical history – both straight and revised. 
Readings:
*Rich, Michael and Chalfen, Richard. 1999. “Showing and Telling Asthma: 



Children Teaching Physicians with Visual Narrative.” Visual Sociology 14:51-71. 



(In Bulkpack)



Follow-up: Rich, Michael, Patashnick, Jennifer, and Chalfen, Richard. 2002. 



“Visual Illness Narratives of Asthma: Explanatory Models and Health-Related 



Behavior.” American Journal of Health Behavior 26(6): 442-53. (On Blackboard)



*Fox, Daniel and Lawrence, Christopher. 1988. Photographing Medicine: Images 



and Power in Britain and America since 1840. New York: Greenwood Press. 



Chapters 1 and 2. (In Bulkpack)



*Mangan, Katherine. 2007. “Learning to See, in Order to Heal.” The Chronicle of 



Higher Education 53(26): A48. (On Blackboard)



Kennedy, Randy. 2006. “At Some Medical Schools, Humanities Join the 



Curriculum.” New York Times, April 17. (On Blackboard)



http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/17/arts/design/17sina.html#
Art/Web Review:
1. Review of medical humanities programs in US medical schools. 




2. Review of BMJ Blog “Does art make people better doctors? http://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2008/05/01/julian-sheather-does-art-make-us-better-doctors/
WEEK 3 – JUNE 11TH. Guest Lecture: Arthur Robinson Williams – Photographer and UPenn Med Student. 
WEEK 4 – JUNE 18TH. 

Early connections between anatomy and art; historical trajectory of anatomy/art relationship; anatomy in contemporary art. 
Readings:
*Bitsori, Maria. 2002. “Doctors versus artists: Gustav Klimt’s Medicine.” BMJ 



325:1506-8. (On Blackoard)




Responses to Bitsori (On Blackboard)



*Werbel, Amy. 2007. Chapter 3 “Body Casts and ‘Anatomical Eyes’: Thomas 



Eakins, William Williams Keen, and the Curriculum at the Pennsylvania 



Academy of the Fine Arts. In Werbel’s Thomas Eakins: art, medicine, and 



sexuality in nineteenth-century Philadelphia. New Haven: Yale University Press. 



(In Bulkpack)



*Shaw, Joyce Cutler. 1994. “The Anatomy Lesson: The Body, Technology and 



Empathy.” Leonardo. 27(1): 29-38. (On Blackboard)



*Hansen, Julie. 1996. “Resurrecting Death: Anatomical Art in the Cabinet of Dr. 



Frederik Ruysch.” The Art Bulletin 78(4):663-79. (On Blackboard)
Art/Web Review:
1. Review of the use of art in medical journals  - Paula B.



2. Seeing is Believing: 700 Years of Medical Illustration (Online 




exhibition) - http://seeing.nypl.org/   Isma
WEEK 5 – JUNE 25TH. 
Embedded gender/power relations in anatomy illustrations through time.
Readings:

*Schiebinger, Londa. 1986. “Skeletons in the Closet: The First 




Illustrations of the Female Skeleton in 18th Century Anatomy.” 




Representations 14: 42-82. (On Blackboard)




*Petersen, Alan. 1998. “Sexing the Body: Representations of Sex 




Differences in Gray’s Anatomy, 1858 to the Present.” Body & Society. 




4(1): 1-15. (On Blackboard)




Cartwright, Lisa. 1998. “Chapter 1: A Cultural Anatomy of the Visible 




Human Project.” In Treichler, Cartwright, and Perry, eds. The Visible 




Woman: Imaging Technologies, Gender, and Science. NY: NYU Press. 




(In Bulkpack)

Art/Web Review:
1. Review of the NLM’s ‘The Visible Human Project’ –   Mary W.



http://www.nlm.nih.gov/research/visible/visible_human.html



2. Cross-cultural gynecology - Anser
WEEK 6 – JULY 2ND. 
The role of photography in the development of medicine; a new photographic way of seeing; the reign of objectivity
Readings:

*Editorial, March 19th, 1859. ‘Photograpy’ in the Medical and Surgical 




Reporter. (In Bulkpack)




*Van Gieson, Ransford, 1860. “The Application of Photography to 




Medical Science, including a Direct Process to Photograph the 




Microscopic Field.” New York Journal of Medicine. V. VIII. (Claimed to 




be the first known article on medical photography to be printed in the US.) 




(In Bulkpack)




*Jones, Nora. 2002. Chapter 5: Medical Ways of Seeing – The Clinical 




Body. Dissertation Chapter. http://astro.temple.edu/~ruby/wava/nora/ (On 




Blackboard)




*O’Connor, Erin. 1995. “Pictures of Health: Medical Photography and the 




Emergence of Anorexia Nervosa.” Journal of the History of Sexuality 




5(4): 535-72. (In Bulkpack)




*Jackson, Mark. 1995. “Images of deviance: visual representations of 




mental defectives in early 20th century medical texts.” British Journal of 




the History of Science 28: 319-37. (On Blackboard)
Art/Web Review:
1. Review of the use of visuals in the public relations campaign regarding 




Terri Schiavo – Wynne



http://www.ejumpcut.org/archive/jc48.2006/docIntro/index.html (intro and 




4 short presentations)

WEEK 7 – JULY 9TH.   – First Reflection Paper Due!!!
Challenges to the objectivity of medical photography; clinical photography in medical publications

Readings:

*Goldstein, Barry. 2007. “Chapter 3: All Photos Lie: Images as Data” in 




Stanczak, ed Visual Research Methods. Thousand Oaks: Sage 




Publications. (In Bulkpack)




*Dumit, Joseph. 1999. “Objective Brains, Prejudicial Images.” Science in 




Context 12:173-201. (In Bulkpack)




*Burgin, Victor. 1982. “Looking at Photographs” in Burgin, ed. Thinking 




Photography. London: Macmillan Press. (In Bulkpack)

Art/Web Review:
1. Barry Goldstein – Healing Arts - http://www.bgoldstein.net/  Kim O.



2. Medical Legal Art website - http://www.medicallegalart.com/ Melissa
WEEK 8 – JULY 16TH. 
Popular culture/fiction film and medicine; motion pictures as medical education
Readings:

*Boss, Pete. 1986. “Vile Bodies and Bad Medicine” Screen 27(1):14-24 




(In Bulkpack)




*Stacey, Jackie. 2005. “Imitation of Life: the politics of the new genetics 




in cinema.” In Harper and Moor, eds. Signs of Life: Cinema and 




Medicine. London: Wallflower Press. (In Bulkpack)




*Boon, Timothy. 2005. “Health Education films in Britain, 1919-39: 




production, genres and audiences. In Harper and Moor, eds. Signs of Life: 




Cinema and Medicine. London: Wallflower Press. (In Bulkpack)

Art/Web Review:
1. Medical ‘freak shows’ – what is on youtube?   Samantha J. 
WEEK 9 – JULY 23rd. 
The Artistic Way of Seeing; Illness effect on art/artists; art talking back
Readings:

*Radley, Alan. 2002. “Portrayals of Suffering: On Looking Away, 




Looking At, and the Comprehension of Illness Experience.” Body & 




Society. 8(3): 1-23. (On Blackboard)




*Jones, Nora. 2002. Chapter 6: Artistic Ways of Seeing – The Aesthetic 




Body. Dissertation chapter. http://astro.temple.edu/~ruby/wava/nora/ (On 




Blackboard)




*Sandblom, Philip. 1997. Selections from Creativity and Disease: How 



illness affects literature, art and music. 10th edition. NY: Marion Boyars. 




(In Bulkpack)



Prosser, Jon. 2007. “Visual mediation of critical illness: an 




autobiographical account of nearly dying and nearly living.” Visual 




Studies 22(2). (On Blackboard)

Art/Web Review:
1. Katherine Sherwood - Ilana









http://socrates.berkeley.edu/~sherwood/sherwood/sherwoodhome.html#



2. Arts in Medicine (Cancer and the Art of Healing) website – Jeanne



http://artsinmedicine.com/202.html
WEEK 10 – JULY 30TH. 
The New Art, Disability, AIDS
Readings:

*Gilman, Sander. 1988. “Chapter 14: Seeing the AIDS patient.” In 




Gilman’s Disease and Representation: Images of Illness from Madness to 




AIDS. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. (In Bulkpack)




*Siebers, Tobin. 2000. “The New Art” in Siebers, Ed. The Body 



Aesthetic: From Fine Art to Body Modification. Ann Arbor: The 




University of Michigan Press. (In Bulkpack)




*AIDS: Making Art & Raising Hell - http://www.queer-





arts.org/archive/show4/forum/atkins/atkins.html   
Art/Web Review:
1. Chuck Close - http://www.chuckclose.coe.uh.edu/   Jessica L. 



2. Day without Art (Visual AIDS) –  Jared



http://www.thebody.com/visualaids/dwa/dwa2006.html



3. Art, Disability and Expression – Andrew



http://www.vsarts.org/prebuilt/showcase/gallery/exhibits/disability/
WEEK 11 – AUGUST 6TH. 
Bodies themselves as art; new genetics/art
Readings:

*Nelkin, Dorothy. 1996. “The Gene as a Cultural Icon: Visual Images of 




DNA.” Art Journal 55(1): 56-61. (On Blackboard)




*Reichle, Ingeborg. 2003. “Where art and science meet: Genetic 




engineering in contemporary art” kunsttexte.de. (On Blackboard)



*Lovelace, Carey. 1995. “Orlan: Offensive Acts” Performing Arts Journal 




17(1): 13-25. (On Blackboard)



Benjamin, Walter. 1955. “The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical 




Reproduction.” In Arendt, Ed Illuminations: Walter Benjamin. NY: 




Schocken Books. (In Bulkpack)



Mitchell, WJT. 2003. “The Work of Art in the Age of Biocybernetic 




Reproduction.” MODERNISM/modernity 10(3): 481-500. (On 




Blackboard)



Slater, Lauren. 2001. “Dr. Daedalus: A Radical Plastic Surgeon wants to 




give you wings.” Harper’s Magazine July 2001. 
Art/Web Review:
1. Orlan.net - http://www.orlan.net/   Tim V.B.



2. Joel-Peter Witkin - http://www.edelmangallery.com/witkin.htm  Katie



3. Gene(sis): contemporary art explores human genomics - 
Deb F.




http://www.weisman.umn.edu/exhibits/genesis/exhibit_A_home.html
WEEK 12 – AUGUST 13TH. – Second Reflection Paper Due!!!
Last class – catch up, presentations

Art/Web Review:
1. Life Before Death, web exhibit – Enza http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/gallery/2008/mar/31/lifebeforedeath?picture=333325401



2. Justine Cooper – Terminal (web exhibit) - http://justinecooper.com/  Shadia



3. Barry Goldstein – Being There - http://www.bgoldstein.net/  Cong Shu



4-? Student submission.

Jake – Bodies/Body Worlds

Ian S. ???

Amy O. – med humanities programs

Holly F. - bioart
*These readings are required. The others are strongly recommended.


