National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK) Medical Student Research Training Program (MSRT Program)

Overview

The National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK) has created a program aimed at increasing the number of physician investigators actively engaged in biomedical research in the scientific areas of importance to the institute.  Penn is one of six academic medical centers invited to participate, based on the strength of research training opportunities available here.  

Eligibility

Medical students (from US institutions) in good standing who have completed at least one year of medical school and are U.S. citizens or permanent residents may apply.  The student must commit to full-time research for a minimum of 9 months and maximum of 12 months.

Funding (2011-2012)
The stipend is $21,600 for a full year.  In addition, $4,200 for research support and health insurance and $1,000 for travel to scientific meetings will be allowed.

Potential Mentors

NIDDK has developed this funding mechanism as a link to existing PhD student and postdoctoral fellow training programs at Penn.  It is expected that mentors will be selected from those already participating in these training programs.  Students can review mentor lists provided by the faculty members who direct these existing PhD student and postdoctoral training programs.  These program directors will make up the Advisory Committee for the NIDDK Medical Student Year Out Program.  The directors and program names are listed below:

Dr. Morrie Birnbaum


Diabetes, Endocrine and Metabolic Diseases

Dr. Harold Feldman


Kidney Disease

Dr. Alan Gewirtz


Hematology

Dr. J. Richard Landis


Renal and Urology

Dr. Lawrence McMahon

Renal

Dr. Anil Rustgi


Gastroenterology

Dr. Alan Wein



Urology

Dr. John Wolfe


Gene Therapy
If you would like more information on potential mentors, contact the Combined Degree Office, 104 Stemmler Hall.
Application Process

There is a two-part application process.  Step one is submitting a pre-application to the Combined Degree and Physician Scholar Programs Office for review by the Penn MSRT Program Advisory Committee.  The committee will select the top two applications in a training program area to go to NIDDK for a final decision on funding. Up to 4 students from Penn may be supported.  No more than 2 students may be supported by the same training program area.
Pre-applications are due March 15, 2012 and must include:

· Coverpage (see below)

· Statement from the medical student as to his/her interest, career goals, and expectations for the research year (will be included in final application)

· Statement from proposed mentor indicating the plans for working with the student and an outline of the proposed research project for the student as well as any other activities such as participation in journal clubs, lab meetings, scientific workshops, specialized technical training, etc (will be included in final application)

· Mentor’s NIH biographical sketch

· Three letters of recommendation from current faculty at the School of Medicine attesting to the student’s interest in a research career, academic accomplishments and suitability for this research experience.  Alternatively, one of these letters may be from someone with whom the student has already performed a research project at the undergraduate or post-baccalaureate level, at a different location.

· Brief statement from the medical student giving the advisory committee permission to review their medical school record and application to medical school.

The Penn NIDDK MSRTP Advisory Committee will select the two top applicants in a training program area with a limit of 4 Penn students total.  The staff of the Combined Degree and Physician Scholar Programs Office will then assist the applicants in compiling additional materials required for the final application to NIDDK, such as a letter from the Dean, official transcripts, etc.  The final applications will be submitted to NIDDK by April 15 and notification of funding will occur by June 1.
For more information: 

Anil K. Rustgi, MD

Program Director, NIDDK MSRTP

anil2@mail.med.upenn.edu
215.898.0154, 600 CRB
Amy Nothelfer, LSW

Combined Degree and Physician Scholar Programs

104 Stemmler Hall
nothelfe@mail.med.upenn.edu
215.746.2359
Submit applications to:

Amy Nothelfer, LSW

Combined Degree and Physician Scholar Programs Office
Suite 100 Annex (Room 104), Stemmler Hall

Philadelphia, PA  19104-6087 
NIDDK MSRT application coverpage
	Mr/Ms/Mrs:
	
	First name
	
	Last name
	

	E-mail:
	
	School Year (MS2?)
	

	Title of your proposal:
	

	School:
	

	Mentor name(s):
	


CHECKLIST FOR PREAPPLICATION (by March 15, 2011):

	
	Medical student statement

	
	Mentor statement

	
	Outline of proposed research project

	
	Mentor’s NIH biosketch

	
	3 Letters of recommendation from faculty 

	
	Medical student statement of permission 

Note: if you are a non-Penn student – please provide a copy of your transcript)


