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How successful has this Training Program been?

This Program has been very successful by both objective and subjective measures.  For example, Program candidates have won Best Presentation at the Annual Dept. of Radiation Oncology Research Retreat for three consecutive competitions (including this year’s 2011 Retreat:   http://www.xrt.upenn.edu/RadOncRetreat2011.shtml ), as well as presenting at and winning prizes at International and National venues.  Almost all candidates have published their work in top-tier journals, and graduated into top-notch Residency and scientific careers.    Please peruse this link to gain an idea of potential research projects:  http://www.xrt.upenn.edu/retreat.shtml  
What is the T32 training grant and what is its purpose?

The training grant is a 5-year award from the National Cancer Institute (NCI) of the NIH.  Its purpose is to provide a focused perspective and state-of-the-art research training in cancer and radiation biology and aspects of cancer treatment, including radiation therapy, to predoctoral graduate students and postdoctoral fellows.

How many positions are available on the training grant?

Two predoctoral positions available from 2012-2017.  Individuals may be funded up to a total of 3 years on training grants.

Who is eligible to apply for a position on the training grant?

All individuals supported by this grant mechanism must be US citizens or noncitizen nationals (permanent residents) and who have previously earned a bachelor’s or master’s level degree.  Students on temporary or student visas are not eligible.  Predoctoral students must be enrolled in a graduate program that is preferably Health or Science-focused, and be in good academic standing.  Postdoctoral fellows must have a M.D., D.D.S., D.V.M and/or Ph.D and must have had no more than 1 year of previous postdoctoral support on another NIH institutional training grant or individual NIH fellowship award.

What are the criteria for acceptance into the program?

These criteria include the following: 1) Academic credentials; 2) Strong interest in cancer research and a desire for a translational/academically-oriented career; and 3) Desirable personal characteristics, including integrity, perseverance, and communications skills.   Priority will be given towards students who chose to perform their research with faculty of the Department of Radiation Oncology.
What are the goals to be achieved by the enrolled candidate?

· Broad exposure to aspects of cancer biology and cancer management

· The integration of radiation and other forms of cancer treatment into scientific inquiry and the clinical treatment of cancers

· Learning and applying fundamental principles of scientific inquiry 

· Under close mentorship, successful completion of one or more research projects

· The writing of manuscript(s) describing the results of the research project(s), accompanied by presentations at national or international venues.  The submission of manuscripts for consideration of publication.  

How do individuals apply to the program and what is the application deadline?

Interested individuals should contact and send the following: 1) a curriculum vitae, 2) university-certified transcripts to Dr. Gary Kao.  The first application deadline is May 1 of every year; however, applications will be accepted and considered on a continuing basis for open predoc and postdoctoral positions.  Prospective candidates are ENCOURAGED to contact and request information from Dr. Kao throughout the year!

What is the level of stipend support for trainees supported by this grant?

Predoctoral and postdoctoral stipend levels are set by the NIH each year and vary depending on the number of years of experience.

The grant also covers tuition/fees, health insurance, travel, and trainee-related expenses.  Exact amounts for each item are available upon request.

What are the expectations of the trainees?

Trainees are expected to be committed to full-time research training (40 hours/week) with a minimum one year commitment.  Clinical duties must be confined to those that are an integral part of the research training experience.  Trainees will be expected to regularly attend program seminars and journal clubs.  They will also be required to present one journal club and one research seminar in designated forums each year.  Postdoctoral trainees are also encouraged to apply for independent postdoctoral training while being supported by the training grant.

For more information, contact:


Gary D. Kao, MD, PhD


Associate Professor


Dept. of Radiation Oncology


kao@xrt.upenn.edu     or    gdkao@yahoo.com

215.573-2285

Fax: 215-573-8769
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