GUIDELINES FOR 
SHORT-TERM RESEARCH FUNDING 

Information also available at http://www.med.upenn.edu/mdresearchopps/shortterm_opps.shtml
There are two NIH training grants administered by the Combined Degree and Physician Scholar Programs Office that provide short term research funding for Perelman medical students:

· National Heart, Lung, Blood Institute (NHLBI) for underrepresented minority students (African-American, Hispanic/Latino, and/or Native American)
· National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK)
To be considered for funding, your project must meet the guidelines of one of these grants, as described below.  Please note that you should check with the Combined Degree Office about whether slots are currently available on the grants before applying.

NATIONAL HEART, LUNG, BLOOD INSTITUTE (NHLBI) 
Appointments are for 2 or 3 months (8 weeks minimum) of full-time, continuous research. 9 - 13 students can be appointed per year.  Only African American, Hispanic/Latino and Native American students are eligible.

This short-term grant is funded by the NHLBI and is specifically dedicated to underrepresented minority students. The grant is primarily intended for basic science research in areas related to heart, lung, and blood, but the grant can also support a limited number of students doing clinical research. The Program Director is Dr. Horace DeLisser and interested students should contact him directly at delisser@mail.med.upenn.edu. Applications are available in the Combined Degree and Physician Scholar Programs Office.
National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK)
Appointments are for 2 or 3 months (8 weeks minimum) of full-time, continuous research. 10-15 students can be appointed per year.
The program is funded by the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK) and has a special emphasis on supporting research relevant to the Institute's mission including diabetes, obesity, endocrine disorders, metabolic diseases, cystic fibrosis, liver and intestinal diseases, nutrition, kidney disease, urologic disorders, hematologic diseases, stem cell research, basic biology of organ systems, and developmental and structural biology. Proposals outside of NIDDK priority areas will be considered as well. The program is primarily geared toward basic science research but some clinical research may also be supported. The Program Director is Dr. Bryan Wolf and interested students should contact him directly at wolfb@email.chop.edu. Visit the Institute for Diabetes, Obesity and Metabolism website for potential faculty mentors at http://www.med.upenn.edu/idom/derc/faculty.html. 
Guidelines for both NIDDK and NHLBI
· Only U.S. citizens or permanent residents, working with faculty members who hold full appointments of Assistant Professor or above at the University of Pennsylvania are eligible for funding.  
· Only one student per mentor can be funded; exceptions require PI approval.  
· Students must be engaged in full-time (minimum of 40 hours), continuous research for 2 or 3 months (8 weeks minimum – no exceptions).  
· Students who receive grant funding may not accept any additional payment or funding (i.e. an additional job) during the months of the project unless prior permission is obtained from the research mentor and the Program Director (i.e. the PI of the grant). Students interested in obtaining permission to receive additional payment or funding must complete the additional job form and submit to Amy Nothelfer in the Combined Degree Office.  
· Students must have an approved IRB or IACUC protocol prior to beginning their research project.
· Students and the University of Pennsylvania must abide by NIH guidelines.

Additional Guidelines for NIDDK
1) The NIDDK explicitly forbids use of funds to support study leading to the MD (i.e. study that earns credit toward the MD). Thus, this grant can not support research conducted for the Scholarly Pursuit component of Module 5 or for any elective research that fulfills credit toward graduation requirements. Students may not be enrolled in any other University course or activity for credit during the period of funding.

2)  Senior students interested in applying for the NIDDK grant must first check with Helene Weinberg, Registrar of the Medical School, regarding eligibility.  In order to be eligible, students must plan to have enough elective credits to graduate without counting the research as elective credit toward graduation.  Helene will review your record and help determine your eligibility. After receiving Helene’s eligibility approval, students may submit an application for the NIDDK grant.  
Additional Guidelines for NHLBI
Senior students interested in applying for the NHLBI grant should contact Amy Nothelfer in the Combined Degree Office.  Amy will then request permission from the NIH for the student to apply.  Thereafter, the student will be notified with a decision from the NIH.  Following that, the student may submit an NHLBI application to the Combined Degree Office for review.  

APPLICATION PROCESS 

Students must identify a mentor and work with that individual to develop a specific research proposal. 

Submit application to Amy Nothelfer in the Combined Degree Office, 104 Stemmler Hall, by hard copy or email to nothelfe@mail.med.upenn.edu
The application has four parts:  
a) cover sheet

b) research proposal written by the student 
c) additional information (mentor form and NIH biosketch - see application) provided by the mentor
d) IRB or IACUC protocol approval documentation (if necessary for your project) or, at least, notification of stage in approval process. (Note: Students must have an approved IRB or IACUC protocol prior to beginning their research project.)
In your research proposal it is vital that you clearly identify your own investigative role in the work, and briefly outline the goals of your project.  Students can not be funded for work that is limited to data collection, conducting questionnaires, chart review, etc. You must be engaged in analysis and, ideally, project design as well. Your work must be fundamental and investigative, not merely interpretive. Also, note that two to three months is a very brief time in which to conduct research. It is essential that you and your mentor outline realistic goals for the period of the project.

Funding decisions are made by the Short Term Research Advisory committee for the relevant grant. After submitting a proposal, applicants must be interviewed by a member of the committee. The Combined Degree Office will provide you with information about arranging the interview. Please note that the number of requests for funding has very occasionally exceeded the number of available awards.

Most, if not all projects, will require IRB or IACUC protocol approval. Students do not need to have the approved protocol prior to applying to the grant. However, if appointed, students are required to have the approved IRB or IACUC protocol prior to beginning their research project.

If you receive funding, you are obligated to inform the Office of Combined Degree and Physician Scholar Programs immediately if there are any changes to the duration or content of the project.  In addition, as a condition of accepting the award, you must give a presentation at the fall STER Symposium and provide a final evaluation and report at the end of the funded period. You will also be expected to participate in the Medical Student Research Day, regular lab meetings, training in ethical conduct of research, and other relevant activities.  In addition, you are obligated to respond promptly to any request for information from NIH or from the Combined Degree and Physician Scholar Programs Office during your project and after you project has been completed.  The granting agencies will require long-term follow up on all trainees so you will be required to provide the office with information even after you graduate.
(Application form attached)








                
APPLICATION FORM FOR

SHORT-TERM RESEARCH GRANT FUNDING

Read all guidelines before submitting application.  Please note that by NIH regulation, NIDDK funding can not be used to support projects that fulfill credit toward graduation, such as Scholarly Pursuit.  Students may not be enrolled in any other University course or activity for credit during the period of funding, such as the Core Clerkships in Module 4. 
PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING:
Applying for:

_____  NHLBI

_____  NIDDK

Name:______________________________________________________




 

PennID #:_____________________
E-mail address:_______________________________________
Year in Medical School:______________
Proposed Mentor (name and title):_______________________________________   

Department:__________________________________
Dates of Proposed Research Activity:  From (m/d/yr)_____________________ through __________________(m/d/yr)
Months of funding requested (circle one):    2     3

Title of Proposed Project:

NIH requires that we provide sex/gender, racial and ethnic data regarding students who receive grant funding.  Please provide this information below for reporting purposes:

Sex:  

Female


Male

Ethnic Category:  Hispanic/Latino

not Hispanic/Latino

Racial Categories: (circle all that apply)


American/Indian/Alaska Native


Asian


Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander


Black or African American


White  
Have you ever received any other funding for research from NIH?  If yes, please specify the program or grant and the dates during which you were supported:

IN ADDITION TO THIS FORM PLEASE SUBMIT:
1) Your project proposal 
2) The short term research proposal mentor form (completed by mentor)

3) Your mentor’s biosketch attached to #2

4) IRB or IACUC protocol approval documentation (if necessary for your project) or, at least, notification of stage in approval process. (Note: Students must have an approved IRB or IACUC protocol prior to beginning their research project.)
APPLICATION FORM FOR

SHORT-TERM RESEARCH GRANT FUNDING
Project Proposal (Student)
Please attach a 3 page, concisely written description of the proposed research using the format below.  (Please note that it is expected that you will write this proposal.   For instance, it can not include excerpts lifted directly from a mentor’s research grant.  Your own investigative role should be clearly described.)
a.  Specific Aims
First, state the hypothesis to be tested.  Second, state what the specific research proposed in this application is intended to accomplish. 

b. Background and Significance
State (1) the fundamental problem motivating this area of research, and (2) the importance of your project, i.e., how your specific aims will contribute to the solution of this problem. 

c. Research Design

Describe the designed experiments/procedures to be used to accomplish the specific aims, along with a realistic, estimated timetable.

d. Methods
Describe the techniques that will be used and how data will be collected, analyzed, and interpreted (less than ½ page).   Descriptions should be brief, for example: “ I will use standard immunoprecipitation techniques, in vitro translation…etc, which are already used routinely in the lab of Dr.____”.

e. Mentorship

Describe the mentorship you will receive while working on this project.  How often will you be meeting with your faculty mentor?  Are there other individuals in the lab who will play a role in mentoring you?  If so, please list them and explain the roles they will play in guiding your research.

APPLICATION FORM FOR

SHORT-TERM RESEARCH GRANT FUNDING

Mentor Form
Please note that mentors must be full time Penn faculty holding the rank of Assistant Professor or above.  A mentor may not have more than two students funded from this mechanism working for the same time period.  
In addition, please be aware that as a requirement of the training program students will be expected to participate in lab meetings, relevant seminar series and/or journal clubs and ethics training.  Summer students will give a brief presentation at the Short Term Elective Research Symposium and mentors will be strongly encouraged to attend.  The student will also need to provide a written report, and the mentor will provide an evaluation at the end of the funded period.

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING:

Name of mentor:

Name of student:

1.  Please provide a brief description of the role the student played in developing his/her proposal and/or choosing the project.  

2.  Please describe your plans for mentoring the student.  How often will you be meeting with him/her? Are there other individuals in the lab available to assist the student, and if so what roles will they play?  Will the student be expected to attend lab meetings, journal clubs, etc.?

3.  Please attach a copy of your NIH biosketch

4.  Please sign below to indicate


-that you have read the student’s proposal and have approved it

-that you take responsibility for overseeing this student’s project and will provide an evaluation at the end of the project

________________________________

________

mentor signature




date

8/11

