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2010 Digestive Diseases Research Core Center 
Directors/Administrators 

 
JORGE BEZERRA, MD  
William and Rebecca Balistreri Chair of 
Pediatric Hepatology 
Professor of Pediatrics 
Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical 
Center 
Division of Gastroenterology, Hepatology, 
and Nutrition 
3333 Burnet Avenue, ML 2010 
Cincinnati, OH 45229-3039 
(513) 636-3008 
(513) 636-5581 (FAX) 
E-mail:  jorge.bezerra@cchmc.org 
 
Cynthia C. Wetzel, PhD- Program 
Manager 
Assistant Professor 
(513) 636-9605 
(513) 636-5581 (FAX) 
E-mail: cynthia.wetzel@cchmc.org 
 
HOMEPAGE: 
http://www.cincinnatichildrens.org/dhc 
 
 
***** 
EUGENE B. CHANG, M.D. 
Professor, Department of Medicine/GI 
The University of Chicago 
5841 South Maryland Avenue 
Room G705, MC 6084 
Chicago, IL  60637 
(773) 702-6458 
(773) 702-2281 (FAX) 
E-mail:  
echang@medicine.bsd.uchicago.edu 
 
Lynn Kaczmarz – Grants Manager, Dept. 
of Medicine 
(773) 834-5811 
E-mail:  
lkaczmar@medicine.bsd.uchicago.edu 
Cindy Cheers – Financial Administrator 
(773) 702-9825 
E-mail:  
ccheers@medicine.bsd.uchicago.edu 
HOMEPAGE:  
http://medicine.uchicago.edu/section_page
s/gast/DDRCC/index.html 
***** 

 
NICHOLAS DAVIDSON, M.D.  
Professor of Medicine 
Department of Internal Medicine 
Washington University 
660 South Euclid Avenue 
Campus Box 8124 
St. Louis, MO  63110 
(314) 362-2027 
(314) 362-2033 (FAX) 
E-mail:  nod@wustl.edu 
 
Cindy Martinez - Administrator 
(314) 362-2027 
(314) 362-2033 (FAX) 
(address same as above) 
E-mail:  (coming Oct 19 – temporarily use 
dhoward@dom.wustl.edu (Debbie Howard, 
Assistant to Dr. Davidson) 
HOMEPAGE:  http://ddrcc.wustl.edu/ 
 
 
***** 
MARY K. ESTES, Ph.D.  
Professor 
Department of Molecular Virology & 
Microbiology 
Baylor College of Medicine 
One Baylor Plaza, BCM 385 
Houston, TX  77030-3498 
(713) 798-3585 
(713) 798-3586 (FAX) 
E-mail:  mestes@bcm.tmc.edu 
 
Terri Bosshard , CRA Administrator 
(713) 798-3154 
(713) 798-5075 (FAX) 
E-mail:   bosshard@bcm.tmc.edu  
 
Dede Fox - Secretary 
(713) 798-3481 
E-mail:  dfox@bcm.tmc.edu  
 
HOMEPAGE:  
http://www.bcm.tmc.edu/gastro/DDC/ 
 
***** 
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HARRY GREENBERG, M.D.  
Professor of Medicine 
Stanford University School of Medicine 
Alway Building, Room M211 
300 Pasteur Dr. 
Stanford, CA  94305-5187 
(650) 498-4455 
(650) 852-3259 (FAX) 
E-mail:  harry.greenberg@stanford.edu 
  
Linda Jacob - Center Administrator 
(650) 724-6469 
(650) 723-5488 (FAX) 
E-mail:  lpjacob@stanford.edu 
  
HOMEPAGE:  http://ddc.stanford.edu/ 
 
 
 
***** 
NEIL KAPLOWITZ, M.D.  
Director, USC Research Center for Liver 
Diseases 
Chief, Division of GI & Liver 
Professor of Medicine 
Keck School of Medicine, USC 
2011 Zonal Avenue, HMR 101 
Los Angeles, CA  90033 
(323) 442-5576 
(323) 442-3243 (FAX) 
E-mail:  kaplowit@usc.edu 
 
Maria L. Vidrio - Administrator 
(323) 442-5571 
(323) 442-5425 (FAX) 
E-mail:  vidrio@usc.edu 
 
 
HOMEPAGE: 
http://www.usc.edu/rcld 
 
 
***** 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NICHOLAS LaRUSSO, M.D.  
Professer of Medicine 
Mayo Clinic Rochester  
200 First Street SW 
Rochester, MN 55905 
(507) 284-1000 
(507) 284-0762 (FAX) 
E-mail : larusso.nicholas@mayo.edu  
 
  
Charyl Dutton Gibbs, MA – 
Administrator 
Phone: Office 507-293-1449; Mobile 507-
259-1962 
FAX: 507-284-0762 
E-mail : duttongibbs.charyl@mayo.edu 
 
HOMEPAGE :  coming very soon! 
 
 
***** 
WAYNE I. LENCER,  M.D.  
Professor of Pediatrics, HMS 
Shwachman Chair in Gastroenterology 
Chief, Division of Gastroenterology, 
Childrens Hospital 
Director, Harvard Digestive Diseases Center 
GI Cell Biology, Enders 720 
300 Longwood Ave 
Boston, MA 02115  
(617) 355-8599 
(617) 730-0498 (FAX) 
E-mail: 
wayne.lencer@childrens.harvard.edu   
 
Anneka Werner-Gavrin - Administrator 
and Grant Manager 
(617) 919-2543 
(617) 730-0498 (FAX) 
E-mail: anneka.werner-
gavrin@childrens.harvard.edu   
 
HOMEPAGE:  
http://www.hms.harvard.edu/hddc  
 
***** 
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JACQUELYN MAHER, M.D.  
Professor, Dept. of Medicine 
University of California, San Francisco 
San Francisco General Hospital 
1001 Potrero Avenue 
Building 40, Room 4102 
San Francisco, CA 94110 
(415) 206-4805 
(415) 641-0517 (FAX) 
jmaher@medsfgh.uscf.edu  
 
Sue N. Ngo, Administrator 
(415) 206-4809 
(415) 641-0517 (FAX) 
Email: NgoS@medsfgh.ucsf.edu 
 
HOMEPAGE: http://livercenter.ucsf.edu 
  
 
 
***** 
 
MICHAEL H. NATHANSON, MD, PhD  
Professor of Medicine and Cell Biology 
Chief, Section of Digestive Diseases 
Yale University School of Medicine 
300 Cedar Street, TAC S241D 
New Haven, CT 06520-8019 
Phone 203-785-7312 
FAX 203-785-4306 
email: michael.nathanson@yale.edu  
 
JoAnn M. Sullivan - Administrator 
(203) 785-5526 
(203) 785-7273 (FAX) 
E-mail:  joann.sullivan@yale.edu  
 
Ann Thompson - Coordinator 
(203) 785-5279 
E-mail:  ann.thompson@yale.edu 
 
HOMEPAGE:  http://livercenter.yale.edu/ 
 
***** 
 
 
 
 
 

CHUNG OWYANG, M.D.  
Professor of Internal Medicine 
Chief, Gastroenterology Division 
University of Michigan Medical Center 
6520 MSRB I 
1150 West Medical Center Drive 
Ann Arbor, MI  48109-5682 
(734) 936-4785 
(734) 936-7392 (FAX) 
E-mail:  Use Jeffery Cole's E-mail address 
 
Jeffery L. Cole - Administrator 
 (734) 647-2939 
(734) 763-2535 (FAX) 
E-mail:  jcole@umich.edu  
Pam Varga - Program Assistant 
(734) 647-2942 
(734) 763-2535 (FAX) 
E-mail:  pglazer@umich.edu  
 
HOMEPAGE: 
http://www.med.umich.edu/mgpc/ 
 
***** 
Richard Peek, M.D.  
Mina Cobb Wallace Professor of Medicine & 
Cancer Biology  
Director, Division of Gastroenterology, 
Hepatology & Nutrition  
Director, Digestive Disease Research 
Center 
2215 Garland Avenue,  
Room 1025C MRB IV  
Nashville, TN   37232-0252  
(615) 322-4225 
(615) 343-6229 (FAX) 
E-mail :  richard.peek@vanderbilt.edu   
Ruby Welch – Grants Manager 
(615) 343-6231  
(615) 343-6229 (FAX) 
E-mail: ruby.welch@vanderbilt.edu  
Rita Tripp - Administrative Assistant III  
(615) 322-7370 
(615) 343-8915 (FAX) 
E-mail: rita.tripp@vanderbilt.edu  
 
HOMEPAGE: 
http://ddrc.mc.vanderbilt.edu/     
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ENRIQUE ROZENGURT, Ph.D.  
Director 
CURE:  Digestive Diseases Research Center 
UCLA/VAGLHS 
UCLA Med – Div. of Digestive Diseases 
Box 951786, 11-115 WH 
Los Angeles, CA  90095-1786 
(310) 794-6610 
(310) 267-2399 (FAX) 
E-mail:  erozengurt@mednet.ucla.edu 
 
Jacqueline Ismen – Administrator 
 (310) 312-9284 
(310) 268-4963 (FAX) 
E-mail: jismen@mednet.ucla.edu     
 
HOMEPAGE:  www.cure.med.ucla.edu/ 
 
***** 
 
 
ANIL K. RUSTGI, M.D.  
T. Grier Miller Professor 
of Medicine and Genetics 
Chief of Gastroenterology 
University of Pennsylvania 
Division of Gastroenterology 600, CRB 
415 Curie Boulevard 
Philadelphia, PA  19104-6140 
(215) 898-0154 
(215) 573-5412 (FAX) 
E-mail:  anil2@mail.med.upenn.edu  
 
Kim Meyers- McCombs – Center 
Administrator (main contact) 
(215) 573-4264 
(215) 573-2024 (FAX) 
E-mail:  kimmeyer@mail.med.upenn.edu   
  
Samantha Halter – Assistant to Dr. 
Rustgi 
(215) 898-0154 
(215) 573-2024 (FAX) 
E-mail:  scadieux@mail.med.upenn.edu    
  
HOMEPAGE: 
http://www.med.upenn.edu/molecular/  
 
 

ROBERT S. SANDLER, M.D., MPH  
Director, Center for Gastrointestinal 
    Biology & Disease 
Chief, Division of Gastroenterology & 
Hepatology University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill CB #7555, 4111 Bioinformatics 
Bldg. 
Chapel Hill, NC  27599-7555 
(919) 966-0090 
(919) 966-7592 (FAX) 
E-mail:  rsandler@med.unc.edu  
 
Evan Ellis-Raymer - Director, Research 
Administration and Finance 
(919) 966-8381 
(919) 966-7592 (FAX) 
E-mail:  eraymer@med.unc.edu  
 
Fern A. Jeremiah - Assistant to Dr. 
Sandler 
(919) 843-0758 
E-mail:  fern_jeremiah@med.unc.edu  
 
HOMEPAGE: 
https://cgibd.med.unc.edu/coreuse/index.p
hp 
 
***** 
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DAVID A. SHAFRITZ, M.D.  
Professor of Medicine, Cell Biology & 
Pathology 
Department of Medicine, Division of 
Hepatology  
Marion Bessin Liver Research Center 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
Ullmann Building, Room 625 
1300 Morris Park Avenue 
Bronx, NY  10461 
(718) 430-2098 
(718) 430-8975 (FAX) 
E-mail:  david.shafritz@einstein.yu.edu 
 
Lissette Capri - Administrator 
(718) 430-2098 
(718) 430-8975 (FAX) 
E-mail:  lissette.capri@einstein.yu.edu 
 
Anna Caponigro – Administrative 
Secretary 
E-mail:  anna.caponigro@einstein.yu.edu 
 
Emily Bobe - Secretary 
(718) 430-2098 
(718) 430-8975 (FAX) 
E-mail:  emily.bobe@einstein.yu.edu 
 
HOMEPAGE:  
http://www.einstein.yu.edu/academicdepts
/page.aspx?ID=11624 

RAMNIK XAVIER, M.D.  
Associate Professor of Medicine 
Harvard Medical School (Massachusetts 
General Hospital) 
Associate Member 
Broad Institute of MIT and Harvard 
Simches Building, 7th floor 
Boston, MA  02114 
(617) 643-3331 
(617) 643-3328 (FAX) 
E-mail:  xavier@molbio.mgh.harvard.edu  
 
Donna L. Sargeson 
Senior Grants Manager 
(617) 724 - 7554      
(617) 726 - 3673     [fax] 
E-mail : DSARGESON@PARTNERS.ORG    
 
Patricia Stevens – Administrative 
Director 
(617) 726-3765 
  
HOMEPAGE: 
http://www.massgeneral.org/GASTROENTE
ROLOGY/ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last update: 03/15/2010 
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updated 3/15/2010 

Digestive Diseases Research Development Centers (R24s) 
 

DIRECTORS – FY 2010 
 
 
Lars Eckmann, M.D. 
Professor of Medicine 
University of California, San Diego 
UC 303 (MC 0063) 
9500 Gilman Drive 
La Jolla, CA 92093-0063 
leckmann@ucsd.edu 
  
Voice: (858) 534-0683 
Fax: (858) 534-9860 
 
Karen Kasser, Administrator 
kkasser@ucsd.edu    
 
HOMEPAGE: http://www.gicenter.ucsd.edu    
 

*********************************** 
 

MARK DONOWITZ, M.D. 
LeBoff Professor, Department of Medicine 
John Hopkins University 
720 Rutland Avenue 
925 Ross Research 
Baltimore, MD 21205 
(410) 955-9675 
(410) 955-9677 (FAX) 
E-mail:  mdonowit@jhmi.edu 
 
Helen McCann – Administrative Assistant 
(410) 955-9675 
(410) 955-9677 (FAX) 
E-mail:  hmccann@jhmi.edu  
 
HOMEPAGE:  http://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/medicalschool/  
 
*********************************** 
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updated 3/15/2010 

PHILLIP D. SMITH, M.D. 
Professor of Medicine and Microbiology  
Department of Med/Gastroenterology 
University of Alabama at Birmingham 
UAB Station,  SHEL 610 Birmingham, AL 35294- 2182  
(205) 975-9254 
(205)  996-9113 (FAX) 
E-mail:  pdsmith@uab.edu 
 
Kathleen Peters- Administrative Assistant 
(205) 975-9254 
(205)  996-9113 (FAX) 
E-mail:   knpeters@uab.edu 
 
HOMEPAGE: http://gastro.dom.uab.edu/MHIC/ 
 
 
*********************************** 
 
 
VINCENT W. YANG, M.D., Ph.D. 
Professor, Department of Medicine 
Director, Division of Digestive Diseases 
201 Whitehead Biomedical Research Bldg 
Emory University School of Medicine 
615 Michael Street 
Atlanta, GA 30322  
(404) 727-5638 
(404) 727-5767 (FAX) 
E-mail:  vyang@emory.edu 
 
Rebecca M. Ratcliffe- Sr. Business Manager 
(404) 727-5771 
(404) 727-5767 (FAX) 
E-mail:  rmratcl@emory.edu 
 
HOMEPAGE:  http://www.medicine.emory.edu/divisions/gi/index.cfm 
 
*********************************** 
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