(As of Sept. 28, 2004)

Writing Requirement When Doing a 2-Credit Lab Rotation 

If you are reading this attachment, then you are either doing a 2-credit lab rotation or are the advisor of a student who is doing a 2-credit rotation 
In general the expectation for the 2-credit rotation is that it will enable the student to spend a little more time actually working in the lab and a lot more time reading papers that are relevant to the rotation, thereby providing more context and motivation for the student. 

To ensure that such context is acquired, we have added a requirement for every 2-Credit Lab Rotation (not including the summer rotation).  This requirement is the production of a 2-page report, with relevant references to the literature that pertains to the context surrounding your rotation/independent study project (see details below).  

Each report will be turned in at least 1-week before the Rotation Talk so it can be read by the relevant Rotation Talks Committee prior to the Talks.

We encourage the Rotation Advisors to be attentive to (and a mentor of) the writing of these reports, and to consider them an important aspect of the 2-credit Rotation.

The Rotation Talks Committee will provide each student with feedback on their report.

Details of the Report:

(1) CONTENT
The Question(s), Background, Significance (at the Incremental Level, at the Level for your specific system, and at the Big Picture Level) 
[NOTE: DO NOT include anything about Methods, Results or Conclusions of your lab work.]

(2) DELIVERY
Send all summaries via attachment to Angela Gilmore (agilmore@mail.med.upenn.edu)

(3) LENGTH LIMIT
2 pages single-spaced [NOTE: the Committee can print out your report double-spaced if they so choose, to make annotating easier]

(4) FONT

11 point minimum

(5) MARGINS

0.7 inches all the way around

(6) REFERENCES
Provide complete references (Journal of Neuroscience format) for all papers noted [Authors (Date) Title, Journal, Volume:Pages.]

(7) LEAD SENTENCE
What is the issue/question motivating the study

(8) TOPIC SENTENCE
In general, start every paragraph with a sentence that provides meaning for the information within that paragraph.

(9) DEADLINE
One week before your Rotation Talk.
 

