NGG Requirements for 2 Credit Lab Rotations – info for Students and Advisors
updated 01-31-2012


A  2-credit rotation enables the student to spend more time working in the lab, and a lot more time reading papers that are relevant to the rotation, thereby providing more context and motivation for the project and for the student. 

To ensure that such context is acquired, we require that for every 2 credit Lab Rotation before the student settles into a thesis lab, the student gives a Lab Rotation Talk and writes a 2 page Summary, with relevant references (see details below).  
Lab Rotation Talk

As for a 1 credit Lab Rotation, the student will give a 10-12 minute Lab Rotation Talk, in PowerPoint format, about their lab rotation work. A minimum of 3 Lab Rotation Talks are required to be given, one from every rotation (or from the thesis lab if a lab rotation waiver has been obtained). 
The expectation is that this talk will have been mentored by the Rotation Advisor and will be a polished presentation consisting of background/rationale, experimental goals, data obtained, if any, analysis and interpretation, and future directions.  

Lab Rotation Talks are scheduled either at the end of the semester, or at the beginning of the next semester, and are moderated by a Rotation Talks Committee consisting of several faculty.  The Rotation Talks Committee will provide each student with written feedback on their talk on a form that can be found on the NGG website (www.med.upenn.edu/ngg --> Handbook).  
All students giving Lab Rotation talks are expected to attend the entire session of Talks that includes their own talk.  Rotation Advisors are strongly encouraged to attend their student’s presentation.

Summary document
The Summary document is 2 pages long plus relevant references.  It will be emailed as an attachment to the NGG coordinator (hoshij@mail.med.upenn.edu) at least 1 week before the Rotation Talks are held, so it can be read by the Rotation Talks Committee prior to the Talks.  The Rotation Talks Committee will provide each student with brief feedback on their summary document, as well as on the Rotation Talk.
The Summary document should consist of the following:  At the top of the first page, include the title (should match the title of your Rotation Talk), your faculty advisor’s name, your name and the semester/year of the rotation.  The lead sentence should be the issue or question that motivated your work. Describe the Question(s), Background, Significance (at the incremental level, at the level for your specific system, and at the Big Picture level).  Don’t describe methods, results or conclusions.  Provide a complete list of References (Journal of Neuroscience format) for all papers noted [Authors (Date) Title, Journal, Volume:Pages.].  The document should be 2 pages single-spaced, 11 point Ariel font, 1 inch margins.
Rotation Advisors are encouraged to mentor the writing of the Summary document, as this is an important aspect of the 2 credit Lab Rotation.
Neuroscience Graduate Group
Lab Rotation Talks Guidelines for Students, Advisors and Committee Members


Goal of Lab Rotation Talks
The goal of Lab Rotation Talks is to give the students at least three opportunities to present a prepared/practiced short talk in a relatively informal setting, and to provide them with helpful feedback from faculty evaluators on scientific content and presentation skills.  

Students 
At the end of each lab rotation, students are required to present a short talk (10-12 min talk, 3-5 min questions) on their work.  Talks are prepared in PowerPoint format.  

The emphasis is not on the quality/quantity of the data acquired, but on:
(a)  organizing background information, data, results and other analyses into a cogent presentation;
(b) learning how to present a research talk; and 
(c) answering questions, to demonstrate how one has thought about one’s research project, including the overall aims, thrust and importance of the project.  

Audience
The audience is composed of the speakers, faculty members of the Lab Rotation Talks Committee, the rotation supervisor and the laboratory colleagues of the speakers, and anyone else who wishes to attend.  The lab rotation supervisor may not participate in answering questions.

Lab Rotation Talks Committee
The Committee is composed of an NGG faculty Chair and several faculty members.  

The Chair:  
(a) organizes Committee members for each session of talks; 
(b) assigns Committee members to give feedback on the talk and paper to particular students; (c) introduces each student speaker; 
(d) keeps time and stays on schedule throughout the session, giving an indication at 10, 12 and 15 minutes, and ending the question and answer period at the 15 minute point; and 
(e) ensures that verbal and written feedback is in fact shared with the student speaker.

 The Committee:  
All Committee members take notes on the quality of each presentation and aare encouraged to ask questions of each speaker.  One Committee member is assigned to provide constructive verbal and written feedback to each student speaker about the content and delivery of their talk as well as the content of their paper (required for 2 credit rotations).  

Both types of feedback are important.  The verbal version is important for relatively fast feedback and assurance that the student understands what is being said.  The written version is important: 
(a) to the student so that they will have a hard-copy that they can digest over time; and 
(b) to the NGG Academic Review Committee, which tracks the progress of all NGG students.   

Written feedback is provided through the Lab Rotation Talk Evaluation Form, which can be found at www.med.upenn.edu/ngg/manual.shtml --> click on Appendix H.


 

