How to get reimbursed for SfN Student Membership
First and Second Year NGG Students
Updated August, 2010

First and Second Year NGG Students are encouraged to apply for membership in the Society for Neuroscience, the broadest professional organization in our field.  The SfN website is www.sfn.org - click on Membership for the procedure.  The MINS/NGG will reimburse all first and second year students for the cost of SfN student membership.  After this time, the cost of SfN membership will be covered by the Advisor or the Student.

There are many benefits for membership, not the least of which is the ability to receive the SfN's Neuroscience Nexus newsletter, discounts on attending the Annual Meeting, Journal of Neuroscience subscriptions, etc.  Also, only SfN members can be the first author or sponsor of abstracts for the Annual Meeting.
Students need 2 faculty sponsors for SfN membership.  Appended below is an email from Rita Balice-Gordon, with her SfN member number, that you can use in this process as 1 of the 2 faculty sponsors.  Fill in your name and the other information to personalize the email, as indicated in blue text.  You can ask your rotation advisor, or Mike Nusbaum (nusbaum@mail.med.upenn.edu) to write the other sponsor email. 
To be reimbursed, after you have your credit card receipt or other proof of payment, take your proof of payment plus a copy of the documentation of membership from the SfN website to Joanne Crossin (crossin@mail.med.upenn.edu  (215) 898-5142) in 313C Stemmler Hall.  She will arrange to have you reimbursed. 
Please note:  Reimbursement for SfN membership is completely separate from getting reimbursed for travel expenses for attending the annual meeting of the Society for Neuroscience.   More info to follow on this process in the Fall.
Please contact Jane Hoshi at hoshij@mail.med.upenn.edu if you have any questions.

----------
DATE: [Fill in Date here]
TO: SFN Membership Committee 
FROM: Rita Balice-Gordon, PhD Chair, Neuroscience Graduate Program, Univ. of Pennsylvania, SFN Member #000012508 
RE: SFN Student Membership Support Letter for [Fill in your name here] 

This email letter confirms the Student Status and enthusiastically supports the application of [fill in your name here] for Student Membership in the Society for Neuroscience. [Fill in your name here] is a [1st year / 2nd Year] Ph.D. student in the Neuroscience Graduate Program at the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine. We are enthusiastic about [his / her] prospects for a successful career in neuroscience. Feel free to contact me if you need additional information. 
