MD-MPH and Global Health 

Q. Does Penn’s MPH program have a concentration or focus in global health?

The MPH Program has developed a listing of numerous elective course options in global health, beginning with the popular Introduction to Global Health (PUBH 519). Advisors in the MPH program can help you to identify the best options for your plan of study. 

Q. Should I pursue the global health certificate or the MPH degree? 
If you are not certain about pursuing an MPH degree at this point in time but you are definitely interested in obtaining a certificate in Global Health you should pursue the Global Health certificate first. It is likely that coursework and field work for the certificate program will be transferable to the MPH program. You should review the details of this plan with an academic advisor. 

Q. Can I do an international capstone experience? 
It is definitely possible to do an international capstone experience. Several MPH students have completed international work for their capstone experience and MPH program advisors can give you more information about planning for this.

Q. Should I take PUBH 500: Introduction to Public Health or PUBH 519: Introduction to Global Health first? Are there advantages/disadvantages to taking one before the other?
You are free to take either Introduction to Public Health or Introduction to Global Health in the Fall semester. There is no “right way” to sequence the courses. Clearly, if you are interested in pursuing an MPH degree with global health focus you will want to take both courses, but rest assured that the order does not matter.

Q. Can I take PUBH 500 or PUBH 519 pass/fail and still get academic credit if I choose to pursue the global health certificate or MPH degree? 
Only courses taken for a letter grade may be applied to the MPH degree. Introduction to Global Health (PUBH 519) may be taken as pass/fail and this has no bearing on your ability to complete the requirements for the Global Health certificate. 
Q. Do I really need to get an MPH degree to do work in public health?

While it is true that in the past, many people worked in the public health arena without an MPH degree, it is now being recognized as providing an important set of core competencies that better prepare one to assume responsibility for working on health issues from a population perspective. 

We encourage you to contact any of the following people who would be happy to sit down and talk with you further. 

MPH : 
Jackie McLaughlin email: jmclaugh@mail.med.upenn.edu
GHP: 
Nancy Biller email: nbiller@mail.med.upenn.edu

MD-Masters Programs: Amy Nothelfer email: nothelfe@mail.med.upenn.edu
