The Shiriki Kumanyika Award for Public Health Leadership


As Founding Director of the MPH Program, Shiriki Kumanyika is known to all as a champion and a partner in the development of a unique and innovative interdisciplinary model for public health studies at Penn.  Shiriki’s unwavering commitment to excellence and her steadfast stewardship of the MPH Program has allowed Penn to count itself among programs training the best and brightest future leaders in the field.  

Description:  This award is presented to a Penn MPH student each year in recognition of the personal commitment and innovative visioning that could result in a measurable difference in the field of public health.  This individual has demonstrated the ability to inspire and motivate and improve the health and well being of others.

Award Amount:  $500

Eligibility Criteria:  All individual students who are matriculated into the Master of Public Health Program and in good standing, are eligible to apply for this award by submitting a personal essay describing their work. 

· The essay should be limited to 1,500 words in length.

· It should describe in the author’s own words how he or she has articulated a vision to make a difference in the field of public health and steps he or she has taken to implement this vision to inspire others. 

· Only one entry per author per year is permitted.

Application Process:  The deadline for application is Friday March 30, 2012.

Essays should be mailed or hand delivered to:

Ms. Jackie McLaughlin
MPH Associate Director

143 Anatomy Chemistry Bldg

3620 Hamilton Walk

University of Pennsylvania

Philadelphia, PA  19104-6110

Selection Process:  Award winners will be selected by an Awards Committee comprised of the Director of the MPH Program and two additional MPH faculty members. 

Award Presentation:  The award will be presented at the MPH Program graduation in May.  

