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WELCOME

Dear MPH Student,

We are delighted to welcome you to the Master of Public Health (MPH) degree program at Penn. 

Penn’s MPH Program was established in 2002 to promote University-wide synergy among academic disciplines to advance leadership in public health, with a primary focus on master’s level professional education. The program is a true partnership across multiple schools of the University including:  the School of Medicine, School of Arts and Sciences, School of Dental Medicine, Graduate School of Education, School of Nursing, School of Social Policy and Practice, School of Veterinary Medicine, Wharton School of Business 

Public Health training at Penn occurs in a highly productive, supportive, team-oriented environment. The MPH program’s pace is rapid, as advantage is taken of the trainees' maturity and experience. Training is designed to address the needs of each trainee, as it offers both structure and flexibility, and the opportunity to pursue, in depth, interests already identified, as well as those that develop during training. This approach requires students to be mature, self-directed, and to have a clear vision of their goals in getting an MPH.  The fact that our program requires this in our students is reflected in our admissions process
. 
This program handbook is created to provide you with pertinent information about the MPH program and to introduce you to the faculty and staff with whom you will be working.  We have designed the handbook in “loose-leaf” format to make it easier to update program information as the MPH Program evolves. In addition to the handbook, the MPH website:  www.publichealth.med.upenn.edu provides you with detailed and up-to-date program information. 

At New Student Orientation, you will receive additional resources such as The Penn Book and The Graduate and Professional Student Resource Guide, which contain practical information on student life on campus and in Philadelphia.  The University’s website, www.upenn.edu, provides even more comprehensive information on Penn student resources and services.  

We welcome your involvement in the program and look forward to an exciting year with you.  


Sincerely,


Jennifer Pinto-Martin, Ph.D., M.P.H.			Jackie McLaughlin, M.S., R.D.
Program Director					Associate Director
pinto@nursing.upenn.edu				jmclaugh@mail.med.upenn.edu
215-898-4726						215-746-2043
MISSION, GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The University of Pennsylvania Master of Public Health Program (MPH) aims to provide a focal point for enhancing collaborations in public health research, teaching and service campus wide.  The generalist program is structured to provide a broadly-based education that integrates the core public health sciences with flexible elective and field experience options. In 2009 we introduced two new area of concentration: the global health track and the environmental health track. Penn’s curriculum enables students to develop skills and competencies that are responsive to the changing public health environment and that complement their training and experience in related fields.

Under the auspices of the School of Medicine, the MPH Program offers a Master of Public Health (MPH) degree. 

Mission Statement
The mission of the University of Pennsylvania Master of Public Health Program is to leverage the resources and environment of a premier research university to prepare the next generation of public health leaders through instruction, research, and community service. The MPH faculty guides a culturally inclusive body of superior students with diverse educational backgrounds and experience in the acquisition of innovative methodologies designed to assess, plan, implement, evaluate, and disseminate strategies to address population health needs, inform public debate and policymaking, and optimize conditions for healthy living locally, nationally, and globally.  

The aforementioned mission carries out the vision of the MPH program which is to present results in clear language that command both understanding and respect by technical and policy analysis 
and understanding how to best identify stakeholders in the results of the research in question and how to communicate those results in settings, formats, and language that are understandable, compelling and persuasive.

Goals
The overarching goals for the University of Pennsylvania MPH program are as follows:
1. The Penn MPH Program provides excellence in the quality of interdisciplinary instruction and scholarship which fosters critical reflection on the application of the public health paradigm, as well as skill acquisition and competency in key areas of public health practice and research, both current and emerging.
2. Penn MPH students acquire a comprehensive understanding of health promotion and disease prevention approaches and obtain a solid grounding in methods to become innovators in conceptualizing, researching, implementing, evaluating, translating, and disseminating public health interventions and who will inform public debate and policy making. 
3. Penn MPH program faculty demonstrate critical interdisciplinary analysis and adaptation of the public health paradigm through research and scholarship that seeks to (a) find innovative ways of improving population health at various system levels, and (b) influence public policy development about local, national, and global health priorities..
4. Penn MPH program students demonstrate research knowledge through the application of basic principles and methods of population health research to advance scientific knowledge of the health of human populations locally, nationally, and around the world.
5. The Penn MPH program stimulates interactions and collaborations across sectors, including government agencies, academic and professional organizations, as well as commercial and not-for-profit community agencies toward the goal of sustained commitment to the construction of healthy communities, locally, regionally, nationally, and globally.
6. Penn MPH program students engage in collaborative public health approaches in community-based activities that foster equity, social justice, and relationships of mutual trust, toward the goal of enhancing and optimizing conditions for healthy living.
7. The Penn MPH recruits a culturally inclusive body of superior students with diverse training and experience who will attain the MPH degree and seek employment in public health practice, education, and research.

Objectives
Educational objectives based on the first two goals:
a. Biennial curriculum review and tracking of core competencies across the curriculum occurs to provide an ongoing assessment of quality and assure relevance of the curriculum to current and emerging population health research, practice and policy issues.
b. 100% of PUBH syllabi will list public health competencies.
c. APHA code of ethics will be discussed in at least 3 core PUBH courses.
d. 20% of each incoming class will represent an interschool dual degree; at least 10% will represent health care disciplines (MD, Nursing, Dental).
e. Faculty from at least 6 of the 12 schools will teach within our program each year; 90% MPH students will represent a background most closely aligned with at least 6 of the 12 schools each year.
f. Integrate evidence-based and problem-based learning into 80% of the core curriculum by AY 2010. 
g. On course evaluations the overall score for the quality of a PUBH course will be 3.0 or above (Oasis scale).
h. On course evaluations the overall quality of the course instructor will be 3.0 or above (Oasis scale). 
i. 100% MPH student plans of study will be reviewed by a faculty advisory panel by AY 2010. 100% study plans will be reviewed each semester by the program advisor. 
j. 90% of MPH students graduate within 5 years of entering the program  (Table describe FT, PT, duals and exceptions).
k. 90% of all dual degree MPH students complete both degrees.
l. 100% of the MPH students will have community-based practice experiences as part of the capstone project. 
m. 100% of the MPH students will be provided opportunities to link with ongoing Penn community and broader community-based participatory research initiatives across multiple public health sectors each academic year.

Research objectives based on the third and fourth goals:
a. All MPH faculty will actively engage in public health research; 70% will be engaged specifically in community based participatory research as opposed to research focused on individual or health outcomes. 
b. The CPHI will contribute to ongoing support of Interschool and interdisciplinary collaboration designed to promote public health planning, implementation, evaluation, and dissemination (translation into effective practices and policies). 
c. MPH faculty and CPHI Fellows will provide capstone mentoring and evaluate MPH students in community-based research methods. 
d. The MPH program and CPHI will recruit core public health faculty whose work focuses on community and population health across multiple schools. 
e. MPH student body will be involved in funded research efforts of MPH faculty or CPHI fellows.
f. Strengthen community based research for all MPH students through  mentored and evaluated culminating experiences with MPH faculty.
g. All MPH students will be trained in protection of human subjects and confidentiality of health information.
h. Research opportunities will be distributed to all matriculated MPH students biweekly through the electronic MPH Digest, the University Career Services postings, and direct email from the MPH Program Office.
i. 5% MPH students will present and disseminate research findings in seminars, community forums, public health research and practice related local, national and international meetings each year.
j. MPH students will be encouraged to publish their work in a peer reviewed journal each year.
k. Strengthen community based research for all MPH students through  mentored and evaluated culminating experiences with MPH faculty.
		
Service and outreach objectives are outlined below:
a. All MPH faculty will be asked to submit an annual report of service activities.
b. 30% of primary core MPH faculty will participate on external committees or boards related to public health as a primary public health resource for the University and the greater community.
c. The CPHI will engage community through sustained outreach efforts to provide opportunity for the community partners to engage with the Penn’s Public Health community.
d. Community partners will provide input into the MPH program via surveys to assure the academic program is relevant to community needs. This will be implemented for the 2011-2012 academic year.
e. Focus groups will be conducted with community preceptors to assess their satisfaction with their interactions and engagement with MPH capstone projects. This is targeted for the 2011-2012 academic year.
f. Sustainability of public health initiatives led by Penn faculty and students and the adoption of those initiatives by the communities they were designed to serve will be assessed by the CPHI beginning academic year 2011-2012.          
g. Two continuing education institutes will be offered by the CPHI each year.                         
h. MPH program will support development of undergraduate education in public health by supporting the development of an introduction to public health course for undergraduates at the University of Pennsylvania.
i. MPH program will offer continuing education for non-degree students who qualify to enroll in PUBH courses.
j. To increase interdisciplinary training in public health the MPH program will offer a Certificate in Public Health to qualified students enrolled in other degree programs at Penn
k. The Penn Public Health Society (student government organization) will participate in 3 public health service activities annually.
l. One MPH student will be recognized annually for outstanding leadership and the vision and ability to make a difference in the health of a community.

In addition to the educational, research and service goals, the MPH Program has one overarching programmatic goal. The objectives for this goal are: 
a. To employ diversity initiatives and strategies will be employed to recruit and advance the most talented students regardless of race, ethnicity, gender.
b. To accommodate working professionals and dual degree professional students with flexible course options, independent study options and late afternoon classes. 
c. To sustain communication and engagement with the program alumni reaching 85% through the alumni survey.
d. To develop new public health courses and additional course sections consistent with the needs of the students and the goals of the MPH program.
e. To continue to fund 2-4 scholarships annually with partial tuition support for students with demonstrated financial need.

Values Statements
The values statements for the MPH Program were determined through the same iterative process as were the mission, goals, and objectives, through collaborative discussion and with input from faculty, students, and staff.

These program values are consistent with the University’s Penn Compact to propel faculty, students, and staff at Penn to achieve worldwide distinction in path-breaking research, interdisciplinary scholarship and collaborative engagement locally and globally. The following values are operationalized through introduction in the core courses of the curriculum through their application in the field experience and culminating experience. 

Value #1: Integration of a diversity of disciplines toward the identification, investigation and resolution of health problems at the local, national, and global level.
Critical interdisciplinary analysis of the public health paradigm is an essential component of an MPH program that seeks to (a) find innovative ways of improving population health at various levels, and (b) influence public debate about local, national, and global health priorities. Penn’s MPH Program encourages interdisciplinary thought and development of innovative solutions to address public health challenges through a variety of mechanisms, all at the core of the program, which include program administration, faculty and school engagement, student recruitment, public health partnership development, interdisciplinary, public health-focused events, availability of multiple dual degrees and much more.  Participating schools include: Nursing, Arts and Sciences, Social Work, Veterinary Medicine, Education, Wharton, and Dental Medicine. The MPH Advisory Committee includes representatives from each of these schools.  

Value #2: recognition that community health is a public good, to be valued as highly as individual health.
It is recognized that health-related research is disproportionately biomedical, focused on the health and health problems of individuals. We seek to promote funding and incentives for population-level research and community-based prevention research and to develop criteria for recognizing and rewarding faculty and student scholarship related to service activities that strengthen public health practice.

MPH graduates have enriched their existing discipline with interdisciplinary thought and made a strong impact on public health programming at Penn. 

Value #3:  Respect for diversity, self-determination, empowerment and community participation in collaborative, multi-disciplinary efforts to promote health as a public good.
It is recognized that for communities to be healthy, there will need to be collaborative efforts on the part of government, academia, commercial, and not-for-profit community organizations.  Efforts on behalf of promoting healthy people in healthy communities have to respect diversity, self-determination, and empowerment of the community and the individual who live within the community. This focus is evident across the MPH curriculum and reflected in CPHI sponsored public health events as well. 

ACCREDITATION STATUS

The MPH Program of the University of Pennsylvania is accredited by the Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH). 

CEPH is an independent accrediting body recognized by the U.S. Department of Education to accredit schools of public health and graduate Public Health Programs outside of schools of public health that prepare students for entry into careers in public health. 

For more information on CEPH, refer to its website http://www.ceph.org or contact: 

Council on Education for Public Health
800 Eye Street, NW, Suite 202
Washington, DC 20001
215.789.1050 & 202.789.1895

ACADEMIC PROGRAM

MPH Degree Requirements
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]The University of Pennsylvania follows a standard semester system for academic terms.  The minimum degree requirements for all three tracks for our MPH program and for the MPH in association with a dual degree is 14 course units, which is equivalent to 42 semester credit units. The degree requirements for each track are outlined below.

Generalist Track
The Generalist Track is the most popular and most flexible course of study.


Generalist Track Degree Requirements:
	Generalist Track
	Course units

	Core
	1.0

	PUBH 500 Introduction to Public Health 
	1.0

	PUBH 501 Introductory Biostatistics 
	1.0

	PUBH 502 Introductory Epidemiology 
	1.0

	PUBH 503 Environmental and Occupational Health 
	1.0

	PUBH 505 Public Health Policy and Administration 
	1.0

	PUBH 504 Social and Behavioral Sciences in Public Health 
	1.0

	PUBH 507 Ethics, Policy and Public Health 
	1.0

	PUBH 506 Methods for Public Health Practice 
	1.0

	PUBH 508 Integrative Field Experience (capstone) 
	2.0

	Electives 
	

	PUBH prefix course selection to meet student interest
	2.0

	University-wide course selection to meet student interests, with prior approval of advisors. 
	2.0
	

	Total
	14 (42 credits)




Global Health Track
Penn’s MPH Global Health Track offers a curriculum designed specifically for applicants to the interdisciplinary Master of Public Health Program who are interested in both the theory and practice of global public health. Recognizing that global health is an emerging area in the field, Penn’s global health curriculum delivers core public health skills within a global context. 


Global Health Track Degree Requirements:
	Global Health Track
	Course units

	Core
	1.0

	PUBH 500 Introduction to Public Health
	1.0

	PUBH 501 Introductory Biostatistics 
	1.0

	PUBH 502 Introductory Epidemiology 
	1.0

	PUBH 503 Environmental and Occupational Health 
	1.0

	PUBH 505 Public Health Policy and Administration 
	1.0

	PUBH 504 Social and Behavioral Sciences in Public Health 
	1.0

	PUBH 507 Ethics, Policy and Public Health 
	1.0

	PUBH 506 Methods for Public Health Practice 
	1.0

	PUBH 508 Integrative Field Experience (capstone) 
	2.0

	Electives 
	

	Approved Global Health course selection to meet student interest 
	3.0

	Approved PUBH elective 
	1.0

	Total
	14 (42 credits)




3.0 cu Specialized Global Health Track 
PUBH 519 Issues in Global Health (1.0)
PUBH 598 Immersion Experience in Global Public Health (1.0) 
PUBH 551 (NURS640) Global Health and Health Policy (1.0)  
LAW 759 International Human Rights. (1.0) Reicher
DEMG SM 633 (SOCI 633) Population Processes 1., Elo, Ewbank, I. Kohler, Preston, Soldo. 
DEMG SM 634 (SOCI 634) Population Processes 2., Kohler, Smith

1.0 cu Public Health Elective 
One additional course unit (1.0 cu) under the PUBH prefix is required to make up the full compliment of 14 cu for the MPH degree. Examples are listed below:

PUBH 516 Introduction to Public Health Genetics 
PUBH 517 Epidemiologic Study of Geography and Health
PUBH 521 Program Evaluation in Public Health 
PUBH 522 Critical Appraisal of Occupational and Environmental Health Literature
PUBH 523 Disease Detectives and Social Engineers
PUBH 524 Ameliorating Disparities in the Public's Health
PUBH 525 Developing Effective Public Health Programs Using a Human Rights Based Approach
PUBH 526 Anthropology and Public Health
PUBH 534 Fatal Violence in the U.S.
PUBH 535 Urban Poverty and Violence: Ethnographic Perspectives
PUBH 536 Mental Health Policy
PUBH 597 History of Public Health

Environmental Health Track
Penn’s Environmental Health Track offers a curriculum designed for students to master skills in identifying, investigating, ameliorating, and communicating about environmental health risks. Key strengths of this track include the MPH Program’s ability to provide mentored Capstone experiences especially focused on the urban environment and communities with an aging industrial infrastructure such as Philadelphia and its many surrounding communities.

The fourteen course units (14 cu) required for the MPH Environmental Health Track are described below. Environmental health competencies are acquired through meeting the ten course unit (10 cu) core requirements in combination with specific environmental health courses (4 cu).


	Environmental Health Track
	Course units

	   Core
	1.0

	   PUBH 500 Introduction to Public Health
	1.0

	   PUBH 501 Introductory Biostatistics 
	1.0

	   PUBH 502 Introductory Epidemiology 
	1.0

	   PUBH 503 Environmental and Occupational Health 
	1.0

	   PUBH 505 Public Health Policy and Administration 
	1.0

	   PUBH 504 Social and Behavioral Sciences in Public Health 
	1.0

	   PUBH 507 Ethics, Policy and Public Health 
	1.0

	   PUBH 506 Methods for Public Health Practice 
	1.0

	   PUBH 508 Integrative Field Experience (capstone) 
	2.0

	   Electives 
	

	   Approved Environmental Health courses  
	4.0

	   Total
	14 (42 credits)




The additional Environmental Health competencies are acquired through the following required courses.

4.0 cu Environmental Health Courses
PUBH 533 Exposure and Safety in the Workplace (1.0 cu) 
PUBH 522 Critical Appraisal of Environmental Health Literature (0.5 cu)
PUBH 599 Community-focused Independent Study in Environmental Health (0.5 cu)
OPIM761 Risk Analysis & Management (1.0 cu) 
PHRM590 Molecular Toxicology (1.0 cu)

Core Competencies
The MPH is designed to teach a particular skill set. These skills or competencies are outlined below and aligned with the mission, goals, objectives, and values of the MPH.   

	
	MPH Core Public Health Competencies

	
	1 
Apply the public health paradigm which recognizes a social ecological framework to understanding health events including: social, ethnic, demographic, economic, and environmental determinants of health and health disparities.
	2
Apply biostatistical and epidemiological methods and technologies including to interpret data, identify and assess health risks, and present data in a meaningful way to at-risk communities. 
	3 
Apply principles and science of environmental health  to determining causation of occupational and environmental hazards.

	4 Incorporate qualitative and quantitative skills into innovative research and systems approaches to health problems.
	5 
Assess the public health needs of communities and make evidence-based decisions to evaluate the delivery of health services and programs.
	6 Communicate public health information effectively to government, scientific, organizational, family and community groups and individuals.
	7
 Evaluate the effects of health policy on health services and health outcomes, particularly for vulnerable and underserved populations.
	8 
Cultivate collaborative partnerships and linkages across disciplines, sectors, and partners to enhance the impact and sustainability of public health programs, practice, and research.

	MPH Program Goals
	1, 3
	2,4
	2,4
	2,4,5,6
	4,5,6
	2,5,6
	2,3,6
	5,6

	500 Intro to Public Health
	X
	X 
	 
	X
	X
	 
	 
	X

	501 Biostatistics
	 
	X
	 
	X
	X
	 
	 
	 

	502 Epidemiology
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	 
	 

	503 Environmental and Occupational Health
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	504 Behavioral and Social Sciences in PUBH
	X
	X
	 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	 

	505 PUBH Admin. and Policy
	X
	 
	 
	 
	X
	X
	X
	X

	506 Methods
	X
	X
	 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	507 Ethics, Policy and Law
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	X
	X
	 

	508 Capstone
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X



A strength of our generalist program is the capacity of students to take advantage of a broad and deep set of elective offerings which allows students to develop an individualized program of study that will facilitate the acquisition of the specific knowledge, skills, and abilities they seek. As a result, each student applies the core competencies to their particular individualized program of study and develops their own set of associated learning objectives that relate back to these competencies.

Additional sets of competencies in Global Health and Environmental Health are specific to those tracks and outlined below.

	
	Global Public Health Competencies

	
	Demonstrate mastery in methods of population health research to assess, describe, analyze, and evaluate determinants of health in developing countries

	Demonstrate knowledge of current global governance and culturally relevant leadership skills to address global public health issues, including: agenda setting, program planning, data management, surveillance and reporting systems.
	Employ critical thinking and appraisal of the literature to explain the global influences on determinants of health.
	Apply community development and program planning skills to create effective and culturally relevant communication strategies and interventions to promote health.
	Apply knowledge of international health law, standards, and regulations to advocate for culturally acceptable solutions to improve health status and conditions in global settings.
	Evaluate efficacy and cost effectiveness of public health interventions, programs, policies, and health care systems within international setting and global health context.

	Communicate and collaborate effectively across cultures and national boundaries to create and support effective and sustainable health interventions

	MPH Program Goals
	1,2,3
	3,5
	1,2,3
	4,5,6
	5,6
	4,5
	5,6

	Law 759
	
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	

	598 Immersion in GPH
	x
	
	
	x
	x
	x
	x

	Nurs 640
	
	x
	x
	
	x
	x
	

	Demography
633
	x
	
	x
	x
	
	
	

	Demography
634
	x
	
	x
	x
	
	
	




	

	 Environmental Health Competencies

	
	Demonstrate mastery in the science and methods of population health research to assess, describe, analyze, and evaluate determinants of health 

	Demonstrate knowledge and skills to collect, measure, evaluate , anticipate and control exposure to health hazards
	Employ critical thinking and appraisal of the literature to explain the environmental influences on determinants of health.
	Apply community development and program planning skills to create effective and culturally relevant communication strategies and interventions to promote health.
	Apply knowledge of health law, standards, and regulations to control or prevent toxic exposure conditions and protect vulnerable populations.
	Apply communication, agenda setting, program planning, data management, surveillance and reporting systems skills.
	Evaluate efficacy and cost effectiveness of public health interventions, programs, policies, and health care systems.

	Communicate and collaborate effectively across cultures and national boundaries to create and support effective and sustainable health interventions

	MPH Program Goals
	1,3
	2,3,4
	1,2,3
	4,5,6
	2
	2,4,5
	5,6
	2,3,4,6

	522 Critical Appraisal
	x
	
	x
	
	x
	x
	x
	

	533 Exposure and Safety
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x

	PHRM 590 Molecular Toxicology
	x
	x
	x
	
	x
	x
	
	

	OPIM 761 Risk Assessment and Management
	
	
	x
	
	x
	x
	x
	x

	599 Independent Study
	
	x
	
	x
	x
	x
	x
	




Planning for MPH Study
Each MPH student will meet with the Associate Director prior to start of the first semester of study, to discuss the student’s interests, and to develop a preliminary Plan of Study.  The student then completes the “Biographical Sketch” and “MPH Study Learning Objectives” sections of the Plan of Study in consultation with an Academic Advisor and returns a signed copy to the MPH Program Office by the start of the academic year. 

The Plan of Study becomes an official form in the student’s file, and is used by the program coordinator to register the students for their courses each semester. Changes to the Plan of Study are made in consultation with an Academic Advisor and the Associate Director. 
		The following are sample Plans of Study for both full-time and part-time students: Sample Plan for Full Time Generalist MPH Student 

	 

	Fall 1
	Spring 1 
	Summer 1
	Fall 2 
	Spring 2 

	 

	PUBH 500 
	PUBH 502 
	
	PUBH 504 
	PUBH 508-2 

	PUBH 501 
	PUBH 506 
	 
	PUBH 505 
	Elective 3 

	PUBH 503 
	Elective 2 
	 
	PUBH 507 
	Elective 4 

	Elective 1 
	
	 
	PUBH 508-1 
	 

	4.0 CU 
	3.0 CU 
	
	4.0 CU 
	3.0 CU 


 14 CU (course units) required for graduation.  Two (2.0 CU) course units of elective credit must be taken under the PUBH prefix. 
	Sample Plan for Part Time Generalist MPH Student 

	 

	Fall 1
	Spring 1
	Summer 1 

	 

	PUBH 500 
	PUBH 502 
	

	PUBH 501 
	PUBH 506 
	Elective1 

	2.0 CU 
	2.0 CU 
	1.0 CU 

	 

	Fall 2 
	Spring 2 
	Summer 2 

	 

	PUBH 504 
	PUBH 508-1
	Elective 3 

	PUBH 503 
	PUBH elective 2
	 

	2.0 CU 
	2.0 CU 
	1.0 CU 

	 

	Fall 3 
	Spring 3 
	 

	 

	PUBH 505 
	PUBH 508-2 
	 

	PUBH 507 
	Elective 4 
	 

	
	 
	 

	2.0 CU 
	2.0 CU 
	 





How and When to Register for Courses
Course registration, including obtaining course permits for courses in other programs, is performed by the MPH Program Coordinator according to the student’s Plan of Study.  

Information on courses offerings at the University (e.g. timetables, classrooms, and course descriptions) can be found on the Office of University Registrar’s website at http://www.upenn.edu/registrar. Navigate the site using the links on the left hand side of the webpage. The most up-to-date information of PUBH course descriptions can also be found on the MPH website http://www.publichealth.med.upenn.edu or by emailing the program coordinator (pubhlth@mail.med.upenn.edu). 

Add/Drop/Withdraw Policy
Students who drop a course within the course selection period, which is the first two weeks of the term, will receive a full tuition refund. Students will be responsible for 50% of the tuition and fees for any course dropped between the second and fourth weeks of the term. Students who withdraw from a course after the 4th week of the term will be responsible for 100% of tuition and fees.  Summer term class add/drop/withdraw schedules are published annually by the LPS program.  



ACADEMIC POLICIES

HIPAA & CITI Requirement
All students are required to complete the HIPAA & the CITI training during the first semester of study in the MPH Program.  The certificates that are issued at the completion of the online exam must be submitted to the MPH Program office before the completion of the first term of study.  Failure to submit the certification documents will result in suspension of registration for the following term, until the paperwork is submitted. 

The HIPAA and CITI training is available through this link: http://knowledgelink.upenn.edu 

Grading Policies
According to University policy, a graduate student must maintain a ‘B’ average or better to be considered in good academic standing.  A student who does not meet the University policy of a ‘B’ /3.0 average will be reviewed by the MPH Program Director, the Associate Director and the Academic Progressions Committee. A student may be put on academic probation for a period of 1 semester to improve his/her overall average may be put on academic probation for a period of 1 semester to improve his/her overall average. 

Any course in which the student receives a grade below a B- will not be applied toward the Master of Public Health degree. The record of any student who receives an unsatisfactory grade (less than a ‘B-‘) in a course or who does not meet the University policy of a ‘B’ /3.0 average will be reviewed by the MPH Program Director, the Associate Director and the Academic Progressions Committee. A student may be put on academic probation for a period of 1 semester to improve his/her overall average

Students may continue to take other courses during the probation period and the student must make arrangements with the course director to remediate any grades lower than a B-. These arrangements must be approved by the MPH Program Director with input from the Academic Progressions Committee as needed.  Any student who is on academic probation for a period greater than 1 semester will be referred to the Academic Progressions Committee for review and recommendation. This committee is authorized to dismiss the student or allow the student to remain in the program on a probationary basis. A return to good academic standing is contingent on receiving an acceptable grade (B or higher) in all remaining courses. 

The MPH grading policy is at the discretion of the individual course instructors.  

Please find below the generally used grading scale for the MPH Program.
A+     97-100		B+     87-89		C+     77-79           
A       93-96		B       83-86		C       73-76           
A-      90-92		B-      80-82		C-      70-72		F       0-69
Please note that an A+ carries the same weight (4.0) as an A.

Incomplete Grade
It is expected that a matriculated Master of Public Health student shall complete the work of a course during the semester in which that course is taken.  A student who fails to complete a course within the prescribed period shall receive at the instructor’s discretion either a grade of I (incomplete) or F (failure).  If the incomplete is given, the instructor may permit an extension of time up to one year for the completion of the course.  In such cases, any course which is still incomplete after one calendar year from its official ending must remain as incomplete on the student’s record and shall not be credited toward the MPH degree.  Students who receive two or more incompletes within a semester may not register for the subsequent semester(s) without the permission of the Department.

Auditors
A student who desires to attend a course without performing the work of the course must first secure the consent of the student’s Program Director and then the course instructor.  Students who wish to audit must elect the designation of Auditor at the time of course registration. Upon completion of the course it will show on his or her official university transcript with a grade of “AUD”.  Auditors pay the same tuition and fees, but receive no credit for the course.  

An unregistered student who wishes to "sit in" on a class may do so with the permission of the Program Director and instructor. Unregistered students may not be added to the course blackboard site. 

Time to Degree Completion
The program is designed to be completed either as a two-year full-time program or a three-year part-time program. The time to complete the degree may be extended for those who complete the MPH Program in combination with another Penn degree (a dual-degree).  Students must submit a written request to the MPH program office when seeking to extend time to complete program.  

The consensus within the Office of Masters Program is that 6 years is sufficient time for students to complete their required courses and thesis if required, including dual degree students.  It is agreed that the Office of Masters Programs will monitor “ancient students,” who are defined as any student who had not graduated within 5 years from matriculation.  A student may elect to voluntarily withdraw from his/her MS program after 5 years.  OMP must receive a written letter from the student stating their decision to withdraw

Academic Grievances
Schools and academic departments within the University have established procedures for the resolution of student grievances concerning academic matters.  Students who have a concern about a matter related to the graduate program or a course should first consult with individuals within their graduate program: instructor, Program Director, or coordinator.  If the student’s concerns persist, he or she may consult with the Office of Masters Programs staff or the Associate Dean for Masters Programs.  A student who wishes to register a grievance regarding the evaluation of his/her academic work should follow the academic grievance procedure applicable in the program or school which the academic work was performed

Academic Integrity
Students are expected to adhere to the University’s Code of Academic Integrity. Care should be taken to avoid academic integrity violations, including: plagiarism, fabrication of information, and multiple submissions. Students who engage in any of these actions will be referred to the Office of Academic Integrity, which investigates and decides on sanctions in cases of academic dishonesty. 

See link for more information: http://www.upenn.edu/academicintegrity/index.html

Transfer Credit Policy
Fourteen course units are required for the MPH degree.  Twelve course units must be taken at the University of Pennsylvania, with 12 course units taken in the public health program (PUBH).  MPH students may request to transfer up to two graduate level credits from an accredited program outside the University. Transfer credit may not be applied to the 10 MPH required courses but may be applied to the electives with the approval of the MPH advisor.  Courses taken on a pass/fail basis and courses taken more than three years ago will not be considered for transfer credit.  Only courses in which the student received a grade of "B" (3.0) or better will be considered for transfer credit.   Requests for transfer credit should be submitted to the MPH Associate Director, together with a course syllabus, course documents and other course items, as requested, for the course under consideration.  The Associate Director/program advisor will request a review of the course by an MPH faculty member in that content area for its appropriateness for MPH transfer credit.

Students may request a waiver of a core course if an equivalent course was taken for academic credit at another institution. If a waiver of a core course is approve, there should be a substitution with a more advanced course in that content area.  The process for substitution is the same as that for transfer credit. 

PROGRAM ADVISING

General Guidelines for Advising
The Associate Director meets with each student to plan a preliminary Plan of Study, assign an Academic Advisor, and assist students with course selections prior to new student orientation. Incoming students will be required to meet with a panel of MPH faculty during the first semester of their course of study. Additional opportunities to meet with faculty advisors will be available every fall and spring term for any MPH student who wishes to meet with MPH faculty. Students are encouraged to contact any MPH faculty member for academic advising and my request changes to their assigned Academic Advisor. The Associate Director and MPH faculty will work with the available pool of MPH faculty members to recommend a Capstone Mentor suited to the student’s area of public health interest. A student’s academic progress is monitored each semester. 


Sample Plan of Study Form

Master of Public Health
Planned Program of Study Form
Generalist Track

STUDENT’S NAME:   Sample Student		   			DATE:  August 9, 2010

Expected Graduation     Date  May 2012

Full time student
Working PT--CHOP

Signature of Student_________________________________________________________



STUDENTS:  This form is to be completed in consultation with Program Advisor and any Academic Advisors.  When complete, please make a copy for yourself and for your advisors.  Return the original to the program advisor in the MPH Office.  Any changes to your program must be documented by updating this form and re-submitting it to the MPH Office.


Biographical Sketch of Student
Sample Student is enrolled as a full-time MPH student at Penn. She graduated from Some University Somewhere in May 2008, where she received her BS in neuroscience.  She first became interested in Public Health when she began volunteering at a shelter for medically fragile babies with drug addiction and disease as part of an undergraduate service learning experience.  Since this experience a few years ago she has continued to serve as she acted as an advocate for individuals in need of food, housing, health insurance, childcare, adult education and job training and connected them to the necessary resources. She is concerned about access to health care issues for underserved communities and prevention programs. Her goal is to continue her education after earning the MPH and she plans to pursue a career in preventive medicine.

MPH Study/Competency Objectives 

	
Primary MPH study/public health core competency objective

· To develop the skills necessary to successfully develop strategies for protecting the health of a community as by preventive medicine and health education.  

Secondary MPH study/public health core competency objective: 
· To acquire the skills necessary to develop strategies for working with communities toward solving health-related problems.


  


Program of Study


	

YEAR 1
	Fall 2010

1. PUBH 500
2. PUBH 503
3. PUBH 504


CUs this semester: 3.0

	

	Spring 2011

1. PUBH 501
2. PUBH 506
3. PUBH 502


CUs this semester: 3.0

	

	Summer 2011

1. PUBH 525
2. PUBH 527



CUs this semester: 2.0
	                      Semester
PUBH 500   ______

PUBH 501   ______

PUBH 502   ______

PUBH 503   ______

PUBH 504   ______

PUBH 505   ______

PUBH 506   ______

PUBH 507   ______

PUBH 508 I  ______

PUBH 508 II ______

	  

YEAR 2
	Fall 2011

1. PUBH 505
2. PUBH 508-1
3. PUBH 507 

CUs this semester: 3.0

	

	Spring 2012

1. PUBH 508-2
2. PUBH 521
3. PUBH 528
. 
CUs this semester: 3.0

	

	
	





Proposed Capstone Plan:

I believe that I will have a better idea of the type of capstone project I want to pursue once I begin my classes. Right now I’m interested in working in underserved communities. 

AD notes:  Refer her to 2 community health sites working with underserved communities. Possible faculty mentors:
Dr. Bream and Dr Emmett.



	Date
	Comments
	Advisor(s) Name

	
Oct 15,
2010
	
Attended required advising panel. 



	
Dr. Bowman
Dr. Nguyen
Dr. Bream

	
	





	





FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Academic Year 2011
Gross tuition and fee costs are determined by the number of course units (CU’s) students take per term.  Courses taken in other schools of the University through the Master of Public Health degree program are billed at MPH rates.  Tuition bills are mailed by the University’s Office of Student Financial Services prior to the start of the academic term.  Tuition is due upon receipt of bill.  An unpaid balance of $500 or more will prevent students from registering for the next semester.  The current year’s tuition schedule is as follows:

	# CU’s
	Tuition
	General Fee

	Technical Fee
	Total

	1.0
	 $      4,460 
	   $         270 
	   $        181 
	$4,911

	2.0
	 $      8,920 
	   $         540 
	   $        362 
	$9,822

	3.0
	 $    13,380 
	   $       1,076 
	   $        541 
	  $14,997

	4.0
	 $    17,840 
	   $       1,076 
	   $        541 
	  $19,457



Description of Fees
General Fee:  The amount of the general fee is based on the number of course units taken.  The general fee enables the University to maintain essential facilities such as the library system, museums and institutes, special laboratories, the Student Health Service, Athletics, and Career Services, all of which provide benefits to students both before and after graduation.  

Technical Fee:  Students may be charged a technical fee for computing services such as access to computer labs and use of email accounts.  

Clinical Fee:  Full-time students are required either to pay a separate Clinical Fee for access to the Student Health Service or to enroll in a health insurance plan that provides a capitated payment to the Student Health Service (i.e., the Penn Student Insurance Plan or a private plan that provides and equivalent capitated payment).  

Note:  Tuition and fees information for joint-degree programs is different from the above and is posted on the joint-degree programs’ website. 

Financial Aid
Following successful completion of the first semester as a matriculated student, a student may apply for competitive scholarship support on an annual basis. A limited number of scholarships are awarded on the basis of merit and need.  International students and employees of the university are not eligible for this aid.

Scholarship support is also available through a Public Health Traineeship for MPH students who focus on Environmental Health. 

Interested students should contact the MPH Associate Director for more information.  In addition, the MPH program circulates additional scholarship and fellowship announcements to all matriculated students. 


CAPSTONE INTEGRATIVE EXPERIENCE

The Capstone experience is a guided research or service project that incorporates the MPH student’s non-didactic practice (field) experience with their culminating project. The objective is to afford students the opportunity to apply the knowledge and skills they have/are acquiring through their academic course work in a real life supervised setting in order to translate research to practice. Students typically secure placements in organizations that provide public health services, conduct public health research or are engaged in program planning and evaluation. 

Students may identify capstone mentors and capstone sites through advising with MPH faculty or advising with the MPH Associate Director. This should be done prior to enrollment in the first Capstone seminar course PUBH 508-1.

The Capstone is a sequential two semester (2.0 cu) integrated experience required for graduation in the Master of Public Health Program. In two Capstone Seminars, students will synthesize the knowledge and public health competencies they have developed through their coursework. Capstone students will apply their knowledge and skills to public health problems in a chosen area of interest.

The Capstone Experience includes a mentored project that involves no less than 108 hours of fieldwork in a community setting.  Note: Students must keep a project journal, and document their hours in the field. Additionally students will submit a journal summary by the end of their 2nd Capstone semester PUBH 508-2. 

See the course syllabus here http://www.publichealth.med.upenn.edu/Documents/PUBH50810C_000.pdf

An MPH student must have an approved capstone project plan on file with the MPH office before registration will be permitted to the second seminar class PUBH 508-2

















 (
SAMPLE 
CAPSTONE 1
APPROVAL FORM
)

Instructions: This form is to be completed in consultation with your Capstone Mentor.  A Capstone Mentor is a MPH Faculty member who has agreed to work with and advise you until the completion of your project.  Please complete and return the original form to the MPH Office by April 1st, 2011.   Any changes to your Capstone plan must be documented by completing and re-submitting a new form.

Student Name:                                Capstone Project Title:		
(First Name, Last Name)
John Snow 			           Promoting Bike Safety: Understanding the Teen Perspective

Capstone Project Overview & Learning Objectives for Core Competency Outcomes:
(Please provide a brief description of the proposed project, including an assessment of the feasibility and implications for future study.  Please briefly describe the target population or community and the setting where the project will be conducted. Attach paper if needed.)
1. This will be a pilot study employing qualitative methodology to inform the development of a “Bike Safe” intervention. I will conduct a series of in-depth interviews with teens (14-18) attending West Philadelphia High School (WPH) (n = 10).  
2. I will conduct a literature review and explore current interventions employed with populations like this one. 
3. I will develop and pilot a “Bike Safe” teen intervention and evaluation for the WPH community.

Community Preceptor Information:
Name:      Betty Hardcastle_________
Organization:  Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia          Title:  Director of Injury Prevention	
Address:  34th Street and Civic Center Boulevard, Philadelphia, Pa. 19104
Email:  jsnow@areallylongtimeago.com                Phone1-555-555-5555

Community Site Information (if different from above)
Organization:_______________________
Address: ___________________________    Contact Information: _______________________

The Student will spend a minimum of 108 hours under the Community Preceptor’s supervision in the field. By signing this document, I approve of the above named Student’s Capstone plan and agree to work with the student until the completion of his/her Capstone Project.

Capstone Course Director Approval:
Dr. Victoria Queen                                             Victoris Queen, M.D.___9/5/2010_
(Course Director/ print) 	(Signature/Date)
Capstone Mentor:
Henry Whitehead, MD, MPH                       ___Heanry White head ___9/21/2010_
(MPH Faculty Member /print)	(Signature/Date)
Community Preceptor:
Betty Hardcastle_____________________Betty Hardcastle, MD, MPH__9/3/2010
(print)	(Signature/Date)
Student:
John Snow  ________________________________Johnny Snow ____9/22/2010_
 (print)                                                                                                                                            (Signature/Date)

 (
SAMPLE 
CAPSTONE 2
SUMMARY FORM
)
Instructions: This form is to be completed at the end of your Capstone Project, and turned in to MPH Office on or before April 1st 2011..
Student Name:                           Capstone Project Title:		
(First Name, Last Name)
John Snow 			Promoting Bike Safety: Understanding the Teen PerspectivE

Dates spent in the field and/or on the project (attach journal summary):  9/1/2010 – 3/10/2011
Total Hours Spent in the field:    129
Capstone Final Project Description Specific Aims:
4. To employ qualitative methodology to understand attitudes and beliefs about bike safety among teens living in West Philadelphia in order to inform the development of an intervention. 
5. To develop and pilot an educational intervention targeted toward teen living in West Philadelphia. To be delivered at WPH. 
6. To develop an evaluation for the pilot program.   
Briefly describe the competencies in the core disciplines of public health which were integrated into your Capstone Project.  (Include descriptions of additional disciplines, specific or emerging competencies applicable to your experience. Attach paper if needed.)
1. To understand a bike safety (a growing public health problem) and learn how to negotiate the opportunity to intervene.
2. To document the need for intervention, plan and pilot the intervention. 
3. Collaborate with West Philadelphia High School (WPH) staff as well as local police to promote bike safety.
Describe your plans to provide a final report or feedback on your project to the partner site:  
1. A summary report of the qualitative findings as well as manual describing the “Bike Safe” intervention will be provided to both collaborators at WPH and at the West Philadelphia Police Station. 
2. A logic model describing the intervention as well as the evaluation plan will also be provided.  
Did you receive funding for this project?:  NO

Capstone Mentor: To the best of my knowledge the above information is correct, and the student has fulfilled the requirements of the Capstone as stated in the course syllabus.
Henry Whitehead, MD, MPH                  ___Henry White head ___9/21/2010_
 (MPH Faculty Member /print)	(Signature/Date)
Community Preceptor:  Please use the back of this form to briefly describe this student’s performance during the Capstone Experience. Kindly, provide contact info on back of this form if different from Capstone 1.	
Betty Hardcastle________________________Betty Hardcastle, MD, MPH__5/10/2010
 (print)	(Signature/Date)
Student:                                 
John Snow  ________________________________Johnny Snow ____5/1/2011_
(print)	(Signature/Date)
Capstone Course Director Approval:
Dr. Victoria Queen                             _________Victoris Queen, M.D.__5//4/2010_
 (Course Director/ print) 	(Signature/Date)

COURSES

Core Courses
	Course Descriptions for PUBH Courses

	Core Courses
	
	

	Course Number
	Course Title
	Course Description

	PUBH 500-401
	Introduction to Public Health
	This course will provide a topical overview of the inter-disciplinary field of public health and provides grounding in the public health paradigm. Through a series of lectures and recitation sessions, students will learn about the history of public health and the core public health sciences including behavioral and social sciences, biostatistics, epidemiology, environmental health, and policy and management. Other topics include ethics in public health, context analyses (specifically sociographic mapping and urban health), community participation in research, public health promotion, and the prevention of chronic and infectious diseases.

	PUBH 501-001
	Introduction to Biostatistics
	This course is designed to provide a broad overview of biostatistics methods as well as applications commonly used for public health research. Topics covered include measurement and categorizing variables, use and misuse of descriptive statistics, testing hypotheses, and applying commonly used statistical tests.  An emphasis will be placed on the practical application of data to address public health issues, rather than theoretical and mathematical development. Students will learn how to choose and apply statistical tools to data sources, when and how statistical tools can be used to analyze data, and how to interpret others’ quantitative studies. Students will gain experience using online datasets and the STATA statistical software package. This course is also listed as Epidemiology 520.

	PUBH 502-401
	Introduction to the Principles and Methods of Epidemiology
	Epidemiology is a combination of a subject matter science and research methodology. Introduction to Principles and Methods of Epidemiology focuses on the latter component. The course introduces the study designs applied to human populations, including randomized trials and four types of observational studies (cohort, case-control, cross-sectional, ecological). Because cause-and-effect relations are at the heart of epidemiologic research, numerous related topics are taught, including causal inference, and bias. This course is also listed as Nursing 500.

	PUBH 503-001
	Environmental & Occupational Health
	This course will provide a broad introduction to the scientific basis of occupational and environmental health. Content will address issues in the ambient, occupational and global environments as well as the tools, concepts and methods used in environmental health.

	PUBH 504-001
	Behavioral & Social Sciences in Public Health
	Public health interventions and educational programs are most likely to have an impact on populations and communities when they are guided by a theory. Theories of health behavior help researchers, practitioners and participants identify targets and opportunities for change as well as methods for accomplishing change. This introductory course is intended to provide students with a solid foundation in behavioral and social science theory in the context of both, public health research and practice.
The content of this course will provide exposure to a broad range of theories and frameworks commonly employed in the public health arena including issues related to the intersection of public health and human rights. These theories will be discussed using examples of their applications to numerous public health problems including, but not limited to, HIV/AIDS, violence, cancer, cardiovascular disease, obesity, diabetes, environmental hazards,  and global health.

	PUBH 505-001
	Public Health Policy and Administration
	This course is an introduction to health policy and management.  It examines both the historical and current state of health policy in America and integrates these concepts within the context of public health practice. We will examine key concepts in understanding US health care organization, financing and delivery, our current political and economic debate on health care reform, examining the role and management issues of public health departments, and case studies in public health policy and management.

	PUBH 506-001
	Methods for Public Health Practice
	This is a course designed around modules whose objective is to provide students with greater familiarity in a range of methods essential to public health practice. The course will be framed around an in depth needs assessment and community public health planning in Philadelphia. Topics covered will include data collection and evaluation, both quantitative and qualitative, uses of informatics in public health, analysis of vital statistics, working with communities, methods for developing and facilitating solutions to public health problems, including concepts of advocacy and policy formation and development of interventions. The course demonstrates how core public health competency areas in data analysis and communication provide foundations for applications for both practice and practice-based research.

	PUBH 507-001
	Ethics, Law & Public Policy
	Taking the right actions to protect and improve the public’s health must be done in a societal context that defines what is legal, ethical, and good policy.  This course introduces key concepts of legal, ethical, and policy analysis as applied to public health activities and initiatives.  It demonstrates using current examples how these factors empower, guide, and constrain public health decision-making and actions. 

	PUBH 508-001
	Capstone Experience
	The Capstone is a two semester integrating experience required for graduation in the Master of Public Health Program. In two Capstone Seminars, students will synthesize the knowledge and public health competencies they have developed through their coursework. Capstone students will apply their knowledge and skills to public health problems in a chosen area of interest.
They will engage their peers in scholarly discussion, drawing from relevant scientific literature and public health experience in order to begin to develop a common grounding and identity as public health professionals.
The Capstone Experience includes a mentored project that involves no less than 108 hours of fieldwork in a community setting. Over the course of the Capstone Experience, students will develop, propose, revise, implement, and present their projects.




Electives
The following guiding principles apply to any consideration of electives:
· Students work in collaboration with the program advisor and/or academic advisors to request specific courses. At least 2.0 cu of elective credit must be taken under the PUBH prefix. 
· Course content must be linked to the public health paradigm and core competencies.
· Students specify a Program of Study that includes a coherent, integrated package of courses of sufficient breadth, depth and cohesiveness.

	Course Descriptions for PUBH Courses

	Elective Courses
	
	

	Course Number
	Course Title
	Course Description

	PUBH 509-001
	Injury Epidemiology and Prevention
	This course will offer students an introduction to the field of injury epidemiology and prevention. As a major cause of death and disability throughout the world, injury is a leading public health problem. Prominent types of injuries to be discussed include those relating to motor vehicles, falls, and firearms. Moreover, behavioral, biological, economic, and social issues concerning the implementation of injury reduction policies will also be emphasized through case studies of specific injury scenarios and interventions. Students will finish with a basic understanding of injury mechanisms, how injuries can be studied from an epidemiologic perspective, and the many issues involved in preventing injuries.

	PUBH 513-920
	Applying Sociology to PUBH Practice
	Public Health can be greatly enhanced by using a socio-ecological perspective when formulating questions, hypotheses, programs and policies. Public Health is shaped by and shapes the social forces in society. This course deconstructs these forces that are at the heart of socio-ecological modeling. After an introductory lecture on some major analytical tools from social science, the class will use the concept of “the sociological imagination” in five discussion sessions, each addressing a topic that most public health workers face. Selected topics from earlier years are:  “Social Movements in Public Health,“ “health lifestyle interventions,” “social stratification and health disparities,” “bureaucratization and professionalism in public health,” “the built environment as a social force,” “cultural relativism applied to health.” “Globalization and protecting the Public’s Health,” and “Interaction of Public Health and Religion.”

	PUBH 516-001
	Public Health Genetics
	This course will provide a topical overview of issues in public health genetics.  Through a series of lectures students will learn about the history of public health genetics, the role of genetics in public health, and application of genetic technology in clinical and research settings.  Lectures will also address the ethical, legal, and social implications of genetic testing in populations and research designed to identify susceptibility genes in diverse groups.

	PUBH 517-001
	Introductions to Geography and Health
	Geography and physical and social environments have profound effects on public health. Through this class, students will gain a conceptual understanding of: (1) how geography and health are related; (2) how the public health toolbox, including geographic information systems (GIS), can be used to study the places people live, work, and play and how these places either add to or detract from their health.  This class will combine lectures and discussions of readings, presentations demonstrating how geographic methods can be used to address public health issues, and hands-on computer or small group activities. Students will learn based on a multidisciplinary framework that stresses the connections between various fields including public health, epidemiology, medicine, city planning, and the social sciences.

	PUBH 519-001
	Introduction to Global Health
	This course presents issues in global health from the viewpoint of many different disciplines, with emphasis on economically less developed countries.  Subjects include: recent history of global health; demography and population projections; global water shortage; food supplies and the green revolution; environmental health; measures of disease burden; social determinants of health; literacy and health; health manpower and capacity development; ethical relativism and cultural norms; women’s rights and women’s health; setting priorities in health; primary health care systems; community health programs in low resource settings; harm reduction and behavioral modification; international organizations funding global health; selected communicable diseases; AIDS and HIV prevention; zoonotic infectious diseases and emerging infectious diseases; malaria; vaccines; selected non-communicable diseases; reproductive health; tobacco-associated disease and its control; the nutritional transition; injuries and their prevention.

	PUBH 520-910
	Topics in Public Health Economics
	This course uses basic economic concepts, principles and theories to examine selected topics relevant to the public health sector of the United States.  Issues pertinent to the government in its provision, financing and regulation of healthcare will be addressed.  Economic evaluation techniques often used in public decision-making will be reviewed.  In addition, infectious diseases and risky and addictive behaviors will be examined from an economics perspective.  Discussions of economic theories and methods for exploring each topic will be accompanied by examples drawn from existing research literature.

	PUBH 521-001
	Program Evaluation in Public Health
	There are many public health programs developed to promote change. The question most funders have for public health programs is: what outcomes do you expect? This course is designed to review the principles of identifying short term, mid term and long term outcomes and methods of measurement. Students learn about the application of data collection skills to all phases of developing a public health program or service innovation, from needs assessment to analysis of findings to implementation of changes based on results. Students learn to appreciate how these skills can be used as practical tools for identifying public health problems, program development, program implementation, including taking a reflective practice approach, ensuring equity and fairness in program delivery (i.e., combating disparities), and generally promoting public health through effective and efficient programmatic efforts. 

	PUBH 522-900
	Critical Appraisal of Occupational Health Literature
	This course provides a forum for students to critically appraise the occupational and environmental health as well as the public health literature using a systematic approach. Through this process, elements such as study hypothesis, study design, selection of the study population, and evaluation of the internal and external validity of an article will be examined. Methods learned in this course can be used as a framework to critically evaluate research articles in other disciplines. A student (occupational medicine resident, master’s student or doctoral student) will present an article at each session, which the group will discuss. The course director and other faculty will moderate the session. This course will allow discussion of methodological, regulatory, research, ethical, or health issues raised by the article presented and also allow the group to review epidemiology and statistical methods. Prerequisites: PUBH 501, PUBH 502.

	PUBH 523-910
	Disease Detectives & Social Engineers
	This course will examine the fundamental challenges of public health, focusing on outbreaks, emergencies, and chronic environmental threats, as well as the actions required to remedy those threats.  Using a case-based framework, the class will study historical and recent epidemics, methods used to identify the sources of those epidemics, actions taken to protect the public, and the social and economic ramifications of the epidemic.  The course will center on the actions and policies that are central to public health.  In particular, course readings and cases are designed to illustrate a major challenge of public health:  that policy decisions often must be made in the setting of sparse or inadequate data.  How do researchers, practitioners, and policymakers weigh the information available, secure necessary resources, build political will, and confront vested interests in order to protect or promote population health? To answer this central question, students will be expected to complete course readings, prepare for each session, and engage in critical thinking and dialogue in class.  Active, informed participation during class sessions is the key to success in this
course.

	PUBH 524-001
	Ameliorating Disparities in the Public’s Health
	This course is a follow up on the provost-sponsored seminar series that ran from 2003 to 2006. The title of the first seminar in 2003 Ameliorating Health Disparities: An exercise in Futility or a Tool for Real Social Change captures the reason for providing this course. Health disparities are a fact of social and professional life. Addressing Health Disparities was the second overarching goal of Healthy People 2010. Most policy initiatives towards eliminating health disparities have failed to close these gaps in population health profiles. Preparation work for Healthy People 2020 will highlight this problem. The course will provide the students with the tools necessary to make ameliorating health disparities part of their career, whether in advocacy, program management, scientific inquiry or education. The course covers methods, reasoning, problem definition, scope descriptions, lessons learned, and pathways for implementing better disparity outcomes in PH programs.

	PUBH 525-001
	Developing Effective Public Health Programs
	This course will engage students in using the human rights approach, informed by the international bill of human rights as well as gender theory, to identify upstream causes of current public health issues.  Students will be challenged to develop human-rights oriented public health projects, using a variety of program planning models favored by the CDC and other leading public health agencies, which address current public health priorities both in the US and abroad.  In doing so, grant-writing and budgeting skills will be developed and the human rights implications of public health action and inaction will be explored.

	PUBH 526-001
	Anthropology and Public Health
	In this course, we examine three types of relationships between anthropology and public health. Anthropology and public health will examine complementary and competing concepts fundamental to each discipline and ways that these concepts make it essential and difficult for the disciplines to work together. Anthropology on public health takes a critical look at assumptions in public health praxis. Anthropology in public health will focus on ways that anthropology theory and methods inform the practice of public health. Using these three approaches, we will examine topics in public health such as mental health, health promotion/disease prevention communication, cancer disparities, reproductive health, violence and infectious disease. Students will learn and apply anthropologic research methods to these problems. Pre-requisite: minimum one course of Epidemiology.

	PUBH 527-001
	Media, Advocacy and Public Health
	This course will examine the ways in which the media can be used as a tool to improve health. It will also investigate the ways in which the media has had a negative impact on health behaviors in the population. Looking at specific topics like tobacco, food and nutrition, and HIV/AIDS, we will explore the intersection of media, advocacy, advertising and entertainment and the impact of media broadly on health behavior and society. The course will also provide students the opportunity to practice strategically working with the media to address health problems.

	PUBH 529-001
	Topics in Family Planning
	This course will survey of a range of key current and historic topics in family planning nationally and internationally. Policy, epidemiology, clinical practice, advocacy, and service delivery topics will be covered through presentations and conversations with leaders in the field of reproductive health. The course will provide students with a broad general introduction to family planning which is appropriate for those interested in either public health or clinical aspects of the field. For students who wish to pursue a focused career in this area this course is a necessary introduction while students who will be working in related areas of public health will have a broad general understanding of family planning. Students will participate through an interactive seminar style and will prepare an oral presentation on a relevant topic of their choice. 

	PUBH 533-401
	Exposure & Safety in the Workplace
	This course is designed to present an overview of the interdisciplinary nature of monitoring and controlling workplace hazards. Didactic course content on the major factors contributing to occupational health hazards and safety will be presented along with discussion of regulatory and site-specific interventions to promote worker safety and health. Five site visits will be conducted to apply the principles of workplace assessment and to discuss strategies that are used for hazard recognition and evaluation in different work environments. Experts in workplace hazard recognition and control will share current challenges and priorities from their worksites.

	PUBH 534-401
	Fatal Violence in the U.S.
	The purpose of this course is for students to gain an understanding of the role of guns in population health. We will address the outcomes of gun use as well as the life span of a gun, from design and manufacture through to use. In addition, we will address key aspects of the social context in which firearms exist and within which firearm policy is made. The course, by design, is inherently interactive. Students are expected to attend all class sessions, participate in discussions, and to question assumptions. Each class session will include student-led discussion.

	PUBH 535-401
	Urban Poverty and Violence: Ethnographic Perspectives
	This seminar examines anthropological approaches to poverty and violence through a close reading of 8 ethnographies. Readings span many of the theoretical, political, sub-disciplinary and area studies debates in anthropology and the larger fields of poverty, social inequality, international development, and violence studies over the past century.  My hope is to bring the subjects of urban poverty, violence, social suffering and a critique of neoliberal governmentality into the center of the disciplines of anthropology and public health specifically and the social sciences, humanities and medicine more broadly.  In the seminar we will be bringing students from anthropology, and other social science and humanities disciplines in dialogue with students in public health, science studies, and clinical medicine.  This course is also listed as ANTH 625.

	PUBH 537-401
	Evidence-Based Health Policy
	Achieving Evidence-Based Health Policy examines how research can influence health policy. Individual sessions will be devoted to topics such as injury prevention, tobacco use, obesity, health insurance and the use of conditional cash transfers (incentive payments) in health care. Sessions will examine: how selection of research methods may influence results; the dialectical relationship between research and policy; and the role of various stakeholders (the media, foundations, government, advocates) in both research and policy debates. Didactic topical research presentations will be followed by interactive discussions examining how research findings translate (or, as the case may be, do not translate) into policy. Guest speakers will include research and policy experts from the public and private sectors.

	PUBH 538-401
	Qualitative Methods in Health Research
	The purpose is to expose students to a variety of qualitative approaches/methodologies that may be used in health services/policy research.  In didactics we will discuss the pros and cons of various methods, explaining how the method is actually implemented (with multiple experts presenting their approach), and pair the presentation with a broader discussion in which we compare and contrast health oriented articles in which the method was used. 

	PUBH 550-001
	Urban Health
	This course provides an overview of public health issues relevant in urban areas. Policy topics include disease control (tuberculosis, flu, HIV), immigrant health, homelessness, violence issues (domestic violence and gun control), harm reduction policies (substance abuse programs and needle exchanges), prisoner health issues, and environmental health. Guest speakers and local materials are used when possible. The course introduces students to themes such as dealing with vulnerable populations and health disparities. It considers community perceptions of health and lays a practical framework into the political institutions and procedures that control services. It explores different tools available to urban areas, such as legal, political, community and individual approaches to accomplish public health goals.

	PUBH 597-001
	History of Public Health
	This masters-level seminar examines the health of human populations and the science of improving it in historical perspective.  Special attention is given to the city of Philadelphia as a living laboratory of public health in the past and present.  Lectures, readings, and discussions cover various societies’ attempts to respond to and prevent disease since antiquity.  Case studies focus on the roots of contemporary public health knowledge and policy in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  Topics include responses to epidemics, the Bacteriological Revolution, racial and economic disparities in health, the development of policy infrastructures, and global health.  Periodic field trips will be arranged to public health-related historical sites in Philadelphia and vicinity.

	PUBH 598-900
	International Immersion in Public Health
	This independent educational experience seeks to provide motivated students with the opportunity to expand their knowledge in global health through focused experiential learning at international sites that provide direct public health services. Such learning will allow students to gain real-world experience concerning the core competencies of public health (health policy, behavior/social sciences, environmental health, epidemiology, or biostatistics), with a focus on international public health practice. This course is intended for, but not limited to, students with no prior international public health field experience. MPH students only.

	PUBH 599-001
	Independent Study
	




	Course Descriptions for Approved University-Wide Electives

	Course Number
	Course Title
	Course Description

	ANTH 441-401/ HSOC 441-401
	Cross Cultural Approaches to Health and Illness
	This course will explore the ways that health and illness-related beliefs and behaviors develop within communities. We will identify the forces that shape these beliefs and behaviors and, ultimately, affect outcomes. Emphasis will be given to the relationships among sociocultural, political and biological factors and the ways that these factors interact to produce the variation that we see in health and illness related attitudes, behaviors and outcomes across cultures.

	BIOE 601-001
	Introduction to Bioethics
	This course is intended to serve as a broad introduction to the field of bioethics. The course will focus on three of the most important areas in bioethics: Genetics & Reproduction, Human Experimentation, and End-of-Life. Each module of the course will cover essential bioethics concepts, relevant legal cases, and classical readings on the themes.

	EDUC 513-920
	Development of the Young Child
	This course will blend an explanatory and descriptive account of behavioral evolution over the yearly years of life.  After a review of "grand" developmental theory and the major themes of child change (from images to representation; from dependence to independence; from instinctual to social beings), this course will survey the child's passage from infancy through the early school years.  While the emphasis will be on the nature of the child--what she/he sees, feels, thinks, fantasizes, wants and loves--these realities will be understood in terms of developmental theory.  At each stage, the course will review the development of cognition, personal identity, socialization, and morality in pluralistic contexts.

	EDUC 522-401/ AFRC 522-401
	Psychology of the African-American: Implications for Counseling and Human Development
	Using an Afrocentric philosophical understanding of the world, this course will focus on psychological issues related to African Americans, including the history of African American psychology, its application across the life span, and contemporary community issues.

	EPID 532-001
	Database Management for Clinical Epidemiology
	This course provides students with an introduction to the techniques of database management as they apply to clinical research. Students learn how to design and implement computerized databases, perform basic query and reporting operations, migrate data between various file formats, prepare databases for statistical analysis, and perform quality assurance procedures. This course focuses on the practical issues of database management and is intended to support each student's planned research enterprise.

	EPID 542-001
	Measurement of Health in Epidemiology
	This course is a series of lectures and discussion sessions designed to introduce the student to the concepts of health measurement as applied to epidemiologic studies.  Topics covered include: the basics of health measurement theory; critical evaluation of the current status of health measurement in a chosen field; and techniques for developing and using measurement scales, including item analysis, validity and reliability testing, and qualitative methods.

	EPID 575-001
	Introduction to Genetic Epidemiology
	Recent advances have made it feasible to incorporate data on potential genetic risk factors into traditional epidemiologic studies.  Hence, there is an increasing need for epidemiologists to understand the genetic basis of disease, and incorporate the collection and analysis of genetic information into studies of disease etiology.  The objectives of this course are to provide epidemiologists with an understanding of: 1) basic genetics, 2) the tools used by molecular and genetic epidemiologists, and 3) the integration of genetic data into traditional epidemiologic study designs.  This course consists of a series of lectures and discussions focused on the critical appraisal of genetic epidemiological literature.  After completing this course, students will be able to read and interpret molecular and genetic epidemiologic studies, and design epidemiologic studies that incorporate genetic data collection and analysis.

	HCMG 211-401/ HCMG 854-401/ LGST 211-401/ LGST 811-401
	Law of Healthcare in America
	This course offers a current and historical overview of legal regulation of the health care enterprise.  By tracing developments from past to present, one can better understand what is happening now and project what the future will bring.  Attention is paid to legal and regulatory elements that affect operational decisions of health care providers and managers and that impact development of markets for new products (e.g., pharmaceuticals) and services.  Also considered are the social, moral, and ethical issues the law addresses in trying to balance the interests, needs and rights of the individual against those of society.

	HCMG 855-002
	Management of Health Care for the Elderly
	This course is designed to provide students with an appreciation of long-term care, its past, present and future roles within the overall health care system in our country.  Major issues in long-term care facing the present and future elderly population, such as institutionalization, financing, access, managed care, quality and case management will be discussed in detail.

	HCMG 859-401/ HCMG 204-401
	Comparative Health Care Systems
	This course examines the structure of health care systems in different countries, focusing on financing, pricing and reimbursement, delivery systems and adoption of new technologies. We study the relative roles of private sector and public sector insurance and providers, and the effect of system design on cost, quality, efficiency and equity of medical services.  Some issues we address are normative: Which systems and which public/private sector mixes are better at achieving efficiency and equity?  Other issues are positive: How do these different systems deal with the tough choices, such as decisions about new technologies? Our main focus is on the systems in four large OECD countries--Germany, Canada, Japan, and the United Kingdom--but we also look at other countries with interesting systems –including Italy, Chile and Singapore.  We will draw lessons for the US from foreign experience and vice versa.

	HCMG 901-301
	Seminar in Heath Care Cost Benefit and Cost Effectiveness Analysis
	This seminar-style course provides an introduction to the use of cost-benefit and cost-effectiveness analysis in health care.  We examine both the underlying theory and the practical application of these techniques, using studies from the literature and issues discussed by students in class.  The focus is on applications in health care, which differ from those used in contexts of public decision-making.

	NURS 513-401/ NURS 313-401
	Obesity and Society
	This course will examine obesity from scientific, cultural, psychological, and economic perspectives.  The complex matrix of factors that contribute to obesity and established treatment options will be explored.  Through a varied and interdisciplinary format, including lectures from obesity researchers across campus, the course will covers epidemiology, sociological, psychological, biological, nutritional, treatment, prevention, adult and pediatric obesity issues.

	NURS 516-401/ NURS 316-401
	International Nutrition: Political Economy of World Hunger
	A detailed consideration of the nature, consequences, and causes of hunger and under nutrition internationally.  Approaches are explored to bringing about change, and to formulating and implementing policies and programs at international, national, and local levels, designed to alleviate hunger and under nutrition.  This course will be run as an interdisciplinary course, with lectures from investigators across the campus whose research includes nutritional issues touching on world hunger.

	NURS 532-001
	Cognitive Behavior Strategies in Health Care
	This course comprehensively presents a time-sensitive, goal-oriented psychotherapy, which has been demonstrated to be effective in over 75 controlled outcome studies. The course covers the cognitive formulation for a number of disorders, cognitive conceptualizations, treatment planning and a variety of cognitive and behavioral interventions. Adaptations for depression, anxiety, personality disorders, substance abuse, eating disorders, chronic pain, and relationships problems will be discussed.

	NURS 533-401/ NURS 333-401
	Victimology
	This course examines the wide range of victimization experiences from the perspective of the victim, their families and society.  Crimes to be studied include workplace violence, corporate crime, robbery, burglary, assault, rape, stalking, domestic violence, homicide, suicide, elderly abuse and child sexual abuse and exploitation.  The role of the medical examiner, health care providers and the FBI as they relate to victims of crime will be discussed. Emphasis will be given to exploring the elements of each crime and response patterns to victimizations.  Services available to victims of crime will be discussed.

	NURS 550-401/ NURS 368-401
	Case Study: Home Health Care Concepts: Management and Delivery of Community-Based Care
	This course examines the major aspects of home-based care across patients’ life spans from acute to long term care. New trends, advances and issues in home management of complex conditions, innovative delivery systems and legal, ethical and policy consideration will be explored.

	NURS 626-910
	Family and Organizational Systems Across the Life Span
	This course focuses on the process of human development in the context of the family relationship system. A theoretical framework for understanding this process and the therapeutic methods that derive from it are presented.

	NURS 679-001
	Issues in Occupational Health Nursing
	Designed as an exploration of concepts, issues, and content relevant to occupational environmental health, this course is presented as a series of lectures, seminars, readings and field experiences.  Students can expect to gain an understanding and appreciation for the specialty of occupational environmental health and the health professional roles in this area of specialization.

	NURS 680-201
	Advanced Practicum/Residency in Occupational Health
	This course is to be taken during the last semester of the Occupational Environmental Health Program or as permitted.  It is meant to provide an opportunity for the student to focus on more complex issues and practice in the occupational health setting, integrate course work and to experience the role of the provider in occupational health in collaboration with an experienced preceptor.

	NURS 823-301
	Designing Interventions to Promote Health and Reduce Health Disparities
	Advanced analysis, design and evaluation of interventions to promote health and reduce health disparities with a focus on underserved vulnerable minority or ethnic populations, through culturally competent research, education and clinical practice. Areas to be evaluated include: -- Health disparities as it relates to health promotion and disease prevention behavioral intervention research in vulnerable communities -- Concepts of marginalization, race, ethnicity, class, gender and culture as it relates to health disparities -- Social-psychological theoretical and research approaches related to developing culturally congruent health promotion interventions to reduce health disparities for vulnerable populations -- The use of elicitation, focus groups and ethnographic techniques to tailor health behavior theory to meet the needs of the population -- Culturally competent research methodologies, involving education and/or clinical practice, e.g. culturally competent measures, recruitment, retention, and informed consent in hard to reach populations -- Community participatory research as a strategy for working with the community to build research partnership
and build capacity for sustained health promotion initiatives -- Health promotion intervention strategies for reducing health disparities in vulnerable communities -- Strategies to evaluate the effectiveness of interventions using randomized controlled trials (RCTs) in community and clinical settings -- Strategies for tailoring successful evidenced-based health promotion interventions to a variety of different populations  for use in clinical trials and community settings – Examine approaches for the translating and disseminating evidenced-based intervention research.

	SWRK 706-001
	Policies for Children and Their Families
	This course examines policies for children and their families with a specific focus on child welfare policy.  The course examines the interrelationship between: the knowledge base on child abuse and neglect; evaluations of interventions; programs and policies designed to protect maltreated children; and child welfare policy at the state and national level.  The course also examines federal and state laws that govern the funding and operation of child welfare systems; the history of child welfare policies; the operation of child welfare systems; and the legal, political and social forces that influence the structure and function of child welfare systems in the United States.

	SWRK 774-001
	Program Evaluations
	The purpose and methodology of accountability research in human service agencies are explored with emphasis on strategies at various stages of program evaluation in relation to the social, political, and fiscal process of the agency and its community.  Utilization of research findings to modify agency programming and the variety of roles available to the evaluator are also stressed.

	SWRK 775-001
	Intimate Violence
	The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with the definition, theories, causes, processes, consequences, and social interventions in intimate violence. The course will attempt to provide insight on the phenomenon of intimate violence by examining the ways in which it affects survivors, perpetrators, and their children. This will be accomplished by reviewing the current research as well as by exploring how intimate violence is constructed by the participants on the personal, interpersonal, and social structural level.



Guidelines for Independent Study (PUBH 599)
Independent study opportunities to meet the elective requirements of the MPH program are available to the self-directed, motivated student who wants to expand her/his knowledge in an area of particular interest. Independent study must meet the elective requirements for the MPH Program and must be approved by the MPH Academic Advisor before the study begins. 

The following process is recommended:
1. The student must be concurrently enrolled in PUBH 500 or must have successfully completed PUBH 500 before entering into an independent study.
2. The independent study credit allotment is generally one credit unit for the 14 week semester  and requires a minimum of 150 contact hours, however other credit options may be discussed with the MPH Academic Advisor
3. Planning for independent study must begin with the MPH Academic Advisor to ensure that it is consistent with the student’s overall plan of study.

Procedure:
1. After selecting and conferring with an independent study faculty supervisor, the student will complete an Independent Study Proposal. 
2. The proposal will include the following information (email is acceptable):
· Student’s Name
· Semester/date, CU value
· MPH Academic Advisor
· Independent Study faculty supervisor
· Title of Independent Study
· Statement of learning  objectives
· Student plan for meeting objectives
· Approval with date of :  faculty supervisor, student, MPH  Academic Advisor 
3. The student will present the proposed independent study to the MPH Academic Advisor who must approve it
4. Copies of the approved proposal will be kept in the student’s file.
5. The student and the independent study faculty supervisor will schedule regular meetings throughout the semester. The faculty supervisor will oversee and evaluate the project
6. A bibliography must accompany all independent study projects. A paper or project is required
7. At the end of the semester of independent study, a student evaluation and a faculty supervisor evaluation will be completed and returned to the MPH Program Office.  It is the responsibility of the student to deliver the instructor’s evaluation to the MPH Office.
8. The student evaluation will include the following:
· Summary statement of the time invested and accomplishments during the semester of independent study
· Evaluation of the fulfillment of predetermined independent study learning objectives
· Indication that the student and  faculty supervisor have reviewed the evaluation
9. The Independent Study faculty supervisor evaluation will include the following:
· Evaluation of student fulfillment of learning objectives
· Evaluation of written work
· A final grade
· Indication that the student and faculty supervisor have reviewed the evaluation
     10.         A copy of the final project will be provided to the MPH Office, for placement in the student’s file.	

DUAL DEGREE PROGRAMS

Penn offers a rich, comprehensive, and intellectually stimulating academic environment with respect to content areas of relevance to population health. One of the primary goals of the Penn MPH Program is to educate individuals who have or are developing an in-depth base in a specific profession or disciplinary content area that is related to public health. Therefore, considerable emphasis is placed on the development of joint programs in which MPH study is done concurrently or partly overlapping with completion of another Penn graduate degree. 

The following joint-degree programs are offered in conjunction with MPH:
1. DMD/MPH
2. JD/MPH
3. MBE/MPH
4. MD/MPH
5. MSCE/MPH
6. MSN/MPH
7. MSW/MPH
8. PhD/MPH

Additional information on the joint degrees is available on the MPH website:
	For MD/MPH: http://www.med.upenn.edu/educ_combdeg/mdmphprogram.shtml
	For MSN/MPH: http://www.publichealth.med.upenn.edu/msn-mph.shtml
	For MSW/MPH: http://www.sp2.upenn.edu/programs/dual/mph.html

Further joint degree possibilities are in development.  Students interested in pursuing a joint degree program are encouraged to discuss their interests with the MPH Associate Director.

ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

The Master of Public Health Program is based in the School of Medicine (SOM), within the Office of the Vice Dean for Research and Research Training, and the Center for Public Health Initiatives, and reports through the Office of Master’s Programs (OMP).  The MPH Program is governed by the Advisory Committee, composed of one representative from each participating school, and the Program Director.  In addition, to oversee specific program functions, standing committees in admissions and curriculum have been created.  

The Participating Schools in the MPH Program are the Schools of: Medicine, Nursing, Arts and Sciences, Dental Medicine, Education, Social Policy and Practice, Veterinary Medicine, and Wharton.

The Program Director is responsible for administrative oversight and academic leadership of the program.  The Director is also the primary advisor to MPH students and the chairperson of the Advisory Committee.  The current Program Director is Dr. Jennifer Pinto-Martin, Ph.D., M.P.H.

The Advisory Committee serves generally to advise the Program Leadership on all matters related to implementation and evaluation of the MPH Program and other related MPH activities.  Specific responsibilities of this committee include establishing criteria for membership in the MPH Program, monitoring the work of the standing committees, recruiting faculty for the program, and developing liaisons with appropriate Penn centers and institutes.  The Advisory Committee consists of the Program Director and at least one member from each participating school, a student representative and community representatives.  Each member of the committee shall have one vote.  

The Curriculum Committee is responsible for developing and evaluating the MPH Program (e.g., setting requirements and overseeing the development of core courses and reviewing course evaluations), developing curricular policies (e.g., relating to transfer credits, course substitutions, approval of syllabi for both required courses and electives to be offered under the Public Health prefix), and developing joint-degree programs with other schools within the University.  The Curriculum Committee consists of at least 5 members, who represent each of the five core areas of public health.  

The Admissions Committee is responsible for reviewing all applicants to the MPH degree program and establishing policies regarding non degree students.

The Progressions and Credentials Committee meets as needed on an ad hoc basis to address additional student related academic issues as may occur.

The MD-MPH Advisory Committee is a subcommittee of the Admissions Committee and is charged with: 1) providing career guidance to prospective MD-MPH students, including MD students who are interested in public health issues but are undecided about the MPH Program; 2) providing advice and counseling to students enrolled in the MD-MPH joint-degree program; and 3) screening applications to the MD-MPH Program and make recommendations to the MPH admissions committee.  


Student Governance

[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]The Penn Public Health Society is the MPH Program’s student organization.  They work to foster student discourse and communication in public health arenas and take responsibility for organizing campus wide National Public Health Week activities. This organization facilitates networking and collaboration among public health students at Penn, in Philadelphia, and nationally through the American Public Health Association. The students have elected a representative to APHA and Penn sponsors this student to attend the annual meeting.  Representatives from the student body are invited to sit on the standing committees of the Master of Public Health Program as a non-voting member. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]
Faculty List
Given that the intent is to bring together and foster synergies among public-health-related endeavors throughout the Penn campus, MPH Program membership shall be open to the Standing Faculty and Associated Faculty as defined by the Handbook for Faculty and Academic Administrators of the University and based on their expressions of interest and evidence of relevant expertise. Two categories of membership will be included: Core Members and Members.  

	MPH  Faculty (Core Members and Members)

	Faculty Name / Title
	Core
	Track
	Department

	Core Generalist Faculty

	David S. Barnes, PhD, Associate Professor
	core
	Gen
	SAS, History and Sociology of Science

	Ian Moore Bennett, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor
	core
	Gen
	Family Medicine and Community Heath

	Michael Blank, PhD, Associate Professor
	core
	Gen
	Dept. of Bioethics, Dept. of Psych

	Philipe Bourgois, PhD, Professor
	core
	Gen
	SAS, Anthropology

	Marjorie Bowman, MD, MPA, Professor and Department Chair
	core
	Gen
	Family Practice and Community Medicine

	Charles Branas, PhD, Associate Professor
	core
	Gen
	Biostatistics and Epidemiology

	Carolyn Cannuscio ScD, Assistant Professor
	core-primary
	Gen
	Family Medicine and Community Health

	Christopher Lance Coleman, PhD, MPH, Associate Professor
	core
	Gen
	Center for Health Equity Reserch, School of Nursing

	Robert Collins, MDM, MPH, Professor
	core
	Gen
	Community Oral Health, School of Dental Medicine

	Charlene W. Compher, PhD, RD, FADA, CNSD, Associate Professor
	core
	Gen
	Nutrition Science, School of Nursing

	Kenneth J. Drobatz, DVM, Professor
	core
	Gen
	Critical Care, Veterinary Medicine

	Karen Glanz, PhD, MPH, Professor
	core
	Gen
	Center for Health Behavior Research

	Joan I. Gluch, RDH, PhD, Adjunct Associate Professor
	core
	Gen
	Community Oral Health, School of Dental Medicine

	Jeane Ann Grisso, MD, MSC, Professor 
	core-primary
	Gen
	Family Medicine and Community Health

	Amy Hiller, PhD, MSW, Assistant Professor 
	core
	Gen
	City and Regional Planning

	John Holmes, PhD, Associate Professor
	core
	Gen
	Biostatistics and Epidemiology

	Chanita Hughes-Halbert, PhD, Assocaite Professor
	core
	Gen
	Psychiatry

	Loretta Sweet Jemmott, PhD, FAAN, RN, Professor
	core
	Gen
	Center for Urban Health Research

	Thomas O. Kelly, PhD, Adjunct Assistant Professor
	core
	Gen
	Center for Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics

	Shiriki K. Kumanyika, PhD, MPH, Professor
	core
	Gen
	Biostatistics and Epidemiology

	Terri Lipman, PhD, CRNP, Professor
	core
	Gen
	Family and Community Health, Nursing

	David S. Mandell, ScD, Associate Professor
	core
	Gen
	Department of Psychiatry and Department of Pediatrics

	Jennifer Pinto-Martin, PhD, MPH, Professor
	core-primary
	Gen
	Biobehavioral Health Science, School of Nursing

	Daniel Polsky, PhD, MPP, Professor
	core
	Gen
	Healthcare Management, Leonard Davis Institute 

	Arnold Rosoff, JD, Professor
	core
	Gen
	Legal Studies and Health Care Systems, Wharton School

	Kathryn Schmitz, PhD, MPH, Associate Professor
	core-primary
	Gen
	Epidemiology and Biostatistics 

	Samir S. Shah, MD, MSCE, Assistant Professor
	core
	Gen
	Pediatrics

	Gary Smith, PhD, Professor
	core
	Gen
	Population Biology and Epidemiology, School of Veterinary Medicine

	Phyllis L. Solomon, PhD, Professor
	core
	Gen
	Social Work Mental Health Research Center, Social Policy and Practice

	Susan Sorenson, PhD, Professor
	core
	Gen
	Social Policy and Practice

	Duane Thomas, PhD, Assistant Professor
	core
	Gen
	Graduate School of Education

	Douglas James Wiebe, PhD, Assistant Professor
	core
	Gen
	Biostatistics and Epidemiology 

	Core Global Health Faculty

	Frances Barg, PhD, MEd, Assistant Professor
	core-primary
	GH
	Dept. of Anthropology

	Kent D. Bream, MD, Assistant Professor
	core-primary
	GH
	Family Medicine and Community Health

	Christiaan Morssink, MPH, PhD, Adjunct Assistant Professor
	adjunct
	GH
	Family Medicine and Community Health

	Neal Nathanson, Professor Emeritus
	core-primary
	GH
	Professor Emeritus of Microbiology

	Giang Nguyen, MD, MPH, Assistant Professor
	core-primary
	GH
	Dept of Family Medicine and Community Health

	Andres Pinto, DMD, MPH, Assistant Professor
	core
	GH
	Oral Medicine

	Core Environmental Health Faculty

	Edward Emmett, MD, MS, Professor
	core
	EH
	Occupational and Environmental Medicine

	Jianghong Liu, PhD, RN, Assistant Professor
	core
	EH
	Family and Community Health, Nursing

	Judith McKenzie, MD, MPH, Assistant Professor
	core-primary
	EH
	Emergency Medicine, Occupational Medicine

	Trevor Penning, Prof. 
	core-primary
	EH
	Center for Excellence in Environmental Toxicology

	Member Faculty

	Andrea J. Apter, MD, MS, Professor 
	 
	Gen
	Division of Pulmonary, Allergy, Critical Care

	Katrina Armstrong, MD, MS, Professor
	 
	Gen
	General Internal Medicine

	Susan Coffin, MD, MPH, Associate Professor
	 
	Gen
	Infectious Diseases Program, The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia

	Peter Foster Cronholm, MD, MSCE, Assistant Professor
	 
	Gen
	Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

	Dennis Culhane, PhD, Professor
	 
	Gen
	Social Policy and Practice

	Joel Fein, MD, MPH, Professor
	 
	Gen
	Pediatrics, CHOP

	Harold I. Feldman, MD, MSCE, Professor
	 
	Gen
	Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics

	Ira Harkavy, PhD
	 
	Gen
	Director, Center for Community Partnerships

	Wei-Ting Hwang, PhD, Assistant Professor
	 
	Gen
	Epidemiology and Biostatistics

	Martin G. Keane, MD, Associate Professor 
	 
	Gen
	Cardiovascular Medicine 

	Daniel Morris, DVM, Associate Professor
	 
	Gen
	Veterinary Medicine

	Paul A. Offit, MD, Professor
	 
	Gen
	Division of Infectious Diseases

	Timothy R. Rebbeck, PhD
	 
	Gen
	Professor of Epidemiology, Department of Biostatistics and Epidemiology

	David M. Rubin, MD, MSCE
	 
	Gen
	Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, School of Medicine

	Pamela Sankar, PhD
	 
	Gen
	Assistant Professor, Dept. of Molecular and Cellular Engineering, and Center for Bioethics

	Seema Sonnad, PhD, Associate Professor
	 
	Gen
	Department of Administration

	Brian Strom, MD, MPH
	 
	Gen
	George S. Pepper Professor of Public Health and Preventive Medicine; Director, CCEB

	Anne Teitelman, Assistant Professor
	 
	Gen
	Department of Family Medicine and Community Health

	Walter Tsou, MD, MPH, Adjunct Professor
	adjunct
	Gen
	Family Medicine and Community Health

	Lucy Tuton, PhD, Adjunct Professor
	 
	Gen
	Epidemiology and Biostatistics

	Flaura K. Winston, MD, PhD, Professor of Pediatrics

	 
	Gen
	Center for Injury Research and Prevention, CHOP

	Cynthia Zubritsky, PhD


	 
	Gen
	Senior Research Faculty, Center for Mental Health Policy and Services Research

	Associated Faculty & Instructional Support

	Barrett Bridenhagen, JD
	
	
	Lecturer, Family Medicine

	Rosie Frasso, MSc, CPH
	 
	 
	Lecturer, Family Medicine & Community Health

	Heather Klusaritz, MSW
	 
	 
	Instructor, Family Medicine & Community Health

	Richard Pepino, MS, MSS
	 
	EH
	Lecturer, Earth & Environmental Science



Please refer to the Program’s web site (http://www.publichealth.med.upenn.edu) for biographical sketches and contact information of Public Health faculty 
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Computing and Information Services (Med)
1300 Blockley Hall
Phone: 215-573-9185
http://www.med.upenn.edu/infotech/

Graduate Student Center
3615 Locust Walk
Phone: 215.746.6868
http://www.upenn.edu/gsc/

Office of Learning Resources
3820 Locust Walk, Harnwell College House, Suite 110
Phone: 215.573.9235
http://dolphin.upenn.edu/~lrcenter/lr/lr.html

Student Financial Services
100 Franklin Building
3451 Walnut Street
Phone: 215.898.1988 
http://www.sfs.upenn.edu/home/

Student Health Services
Lower Level, Penn Tower Hotel
34th Street and Civic Center Boulevard
Phone: 215.349.5797
Appointments: 215.662.2852
Medical Records: 215.349.5370
Insurance and Immunization: 215.573.3523
Triage Nurse: 215.349.8245
http://www.upenn.edu/shs/index.html

Van Pelt Library
3420 Walnut Street
http://www.library.upenn.edu

Biomedical Library
36th and Hamilton Walk
http://www.library.upenn.edu/biomed/

CENTERS AND INSTITUTES RELATED TO PUBLIC HEALTH

Bridging the Gap (BTG):
BTG is a Penn-based consortium whose Community Health Internship Program is dedicated to training competent community-responsive health service professionals, while providing community service and promoting public health among underserved populations.  Students are placed in community-based organizations where they provide health-related service for seven weeks each summer. One day each week students are involved in training sessions where community members and health professionals help build skills ranging from culturally sensitive communication to utilization of community resources.  In the fall, students participate in a symposium where they present their work in the context of dialogue among community representatives, public health officials, agency personnel, grant makers and faculty and staff from the participating academic institutions. An annual report documents the work of the overall program and is distributed regionally and nationally.  The program model has also been adopted by two other academic health centers in the state, which with the Philadelphia BTG Consortium form the BTG Network.

The Philadelphia BTG Consortium also offers a five-part Seminar Series open to students in all health and social service disciplines involved in BTG. These generally take place at a community-based agency and draw upon the expertise of community partners and health and social service professionals to address topics related to population health and care coordination. In the Consortium’s BTG Clinical Program, students from multiple health and social service disciplines from across the city rotate through one of two comprehensive health care settings and are involved in clinical practice and a collaborative project on a site-defined issue. As with other BTG programs, the Clinical Program is an interdisciplinary experience.  An additional priority of the Bridging the Gaps Clinical Program is continuity of care for patients and their families, and the integration of non-biomedical factors into the assessment and management of patients. Bridging the Gap is coordinated by Dr. Lucy Tuton, who is also director of program development in community health for the Center for Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics.

Cancer Center
The University of Pennsylvania Cancer Center, founded in 1973, remains on the front line against cancer, with 320 nationally recognized cancer specialists and scientists working side by side to treat patients and conduct research. The Cancer Center is one of only 31 cancer centers nationwide to be designated by the National Cancer Institute as a Comprehensive Cancer Center.  The University of Pennsylvania Cancer Network is a select group of community hospitals throughout Pennsylvania and New Jersey collaborating with the University of Pennsylvania Cancer Center to provide excellence in patient care throughout our region. Penn's Cancer Network hospitals are recognized for their excellence in patient care and a commitment to improving the health and well-being of their community.  The behavioral sciences program of the Cancer Center under the direction of James Coyne, Ph.D., has established research  programs on  depression in African Americans.  Dr. Chanita Hughes-Halbert, Ph.D. has established a community cancer-control program within the cancer center.

Cartographic Modeling Laboratory (CML)
The CML, a joint venture of Penn’s School of Social Work and its School of Design (the home schools for architecture and city and regional planning at Penn) specializes in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and spatial research, using these tools to pursue a threefold agenda that balances research, urban and social policy analysis, and opportunities for teaching and training. A group of City and Regional Planning doctoral students started the lab in 1990 under the leadership of Dr. C. Dana Tomlin, Professor of Landscape Architecture. Dr. Tomlin is noted for developing map algebra, a language that allows conventional algebraic operations to be used in a series of equations involving different variables represented in map layers. Dr. Dennis Culhane, an associate professor at the School of Social Work, was named Faculty co-Director after he became involved in the CML in 1995 through the Early Warning Information System (EWIS) project for New York City. Dr. Culhane is a nationally recognized researcher in the field of homelessness and an early innovator in the use of administrative records for research and policy analysis purposes.

While the methods of the Lab can be applied to almost any jurisdiction, the CML maintains a special focus on Philadelphia. The CML brings together faculty members and students across disciplines to collaborate on urban and social policy projects. The CML supports the research of principal investigators from across the University of Pennsylvania with its hardware and software investments as well as the GIS, application development and spatial analysis expertise. The Lab is primarily funded through research grants from foundations and public institutions. The CML collaborates closely with many of the other Centers and Institutes listed as resources on this application.

Research. The CML creates information systems and online mapping applications with special expertise in working with administrative records. The databases developed to carry out these projects also support a broad academic research agenda. Recent projects include the Philadelphia Neighborhood Information System, Services Utilization Monitoring System (Palm Beach County & Philadelphia), Kids Integrated Data System, and the Brownfields Inventory Project.

Urban and Social Policy Analysis: The CML is constantly seeking new ways to use GIS and spatial analysis to help respond to current urban and social problems in Philadelphia. Recent clients include the Fairmount Park Commission, the Mayor's Office of Strategic Planning and Initiatives, the Office of Housing and Community Development, “Safe and Sound,” the School District of Philadelphia, and United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania 

Teaching & Training: The CML offers short-term trainings in GIS and spatial analysis. In addition, the CML hires students for part-time work in data management, community outreach, web development and project management. Graduate and undergraduate students engaged in GIS-related  research are encouraged to apply to become CML Research Associates. 

Center for AIDS Research
The Penn Center for AIDS Research (Penn-CFAR) is one of 18 NIH-funded CFARs and includes HIV and AIDS investigators at the University of Pennsylvania, the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP), and the Wistar Institute. The Center has five main functions: (1) to create an infrastructure to foster basic, clinical, social and integrated HIV/AIDS research on campus; (2) to identify funding opportunities and encourage involvement by Penn investigators in new and emerging areas of AIDS research; (3) to coordinate efforts to develop resources on campus that would be of general use to AIDS researchers; (4) to promote educational activities and training opportunities for undergraduate and graduate students; and, (5) to identify underrepresented research areas in order to facilitate faculty recruitment. The Center's membership includes faculty from basic, clinical, social, and other sciences, and reflects the breadth of the AIDS/HIV research community at many of the schools at Penn, as well as at CHOP and the Wistar Institute. The Center promotes an interactive environment to foster communication, collaboration, and synergy among participating members. 

The Penn-CFAR includes five research programs, and 6 shared resource cores, as well as a Developmental Core which provides up to $200,000 per year for pilot research projects in AIDS/HIV research.

Center for Children’s Policy, Practice and Research (CCPPR)
The Field Center for Children’s Policy Practice and Research (CCPPR) was formed in 2000 by a core group of faculty from the School of Social Work, the School of Medicine and the School of Law. CCPPR seeks to integrate policy, research and practice toward the goal of preserving children's developmental potential, and assuring that America's children are safe and secure in their own homes and communities.   Rather than simply focus on one aspect, one system, or one crisis affecting children, the center uses a vertical approach that mobilizes interdisciplinary teams to examine children's issues from the individual case level up through state and national policy. Core and associate members from within the academic community join with fellows from community practice, who are recruited from key non governmental and governmental organizations.  Components include: a clinical team made up of social workers, psychologists, nurses, physicians and legal professionals who carry out clinical assessments and provide expert testimony in legal proceedings for county and state child welfare agencies and for children's guardians ad litem and attorneys; a research team composed of scholars and researchers from a variety disciplines will conduct innovative research on prevention, intervention and treatment related to children's welfare, employing both quantitative and qualitative methodologies; a technical assistance and training team to offer interdisciplinary training and consultation to professionals working with children; a key-decision makers team to advise and provide consultation to state and local child welfare administrators, policy-makers, judges, court administrators, health departments, and elected officials; a law and policy team is prepared to address law and policy issues at all levels of the vertical structure; and a technology and dissemination team to make available the results of our work not only through publications and mass media, but also through internet-based dissemination. 

Center for Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics and Department of Biostatistics and Epidemiology
The Center for Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics (CCEB) is a matrix organization formed within the School of Medicine in February 1993 under the leadership of Dr. Brian Strom, who is currently the George Pepper Professor of Public Health and Preventive Medicine in the School of Medicine. Currently there are approximately 150 members of the CCEB faculty, representing more than 30 academic units within Penn. The 55 CCEB core faculty members are supported by approximately 110 research staff, 25 administrative professional staff, and 25 clerical or support staff (in addition to part-time and temporary staff). In addition, approximately 100 trainees are enrolled in the CCEB’s research training programs.

The mission of the Center for Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics (CCEB) of the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine is to improve the health of the public by linking epidemiology, biostatistics, and clinical medicine, bringing epidemiologic research methods to clinical research, clinical insight to epidemiologic research, and an understanding of research methodology to clinical medicine. There are two Units within the CCEB: the Clinical Epidemiology Unit, led by Dr. Harold Feldman, who is also co-Director of the Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholars Program and the Biostatistics Unit, led by Dr. J. Richard Landis.  Faculty members from both units collaborate closely as co-investigators on research projects requiring selected biostatistics and epidemiology expertise, and as principal investigators on primary research projects. CCEB faculty have primary appointments as Senior Scholars, Associate Scholars, Adjunct Scholars, or Affiliate members. The CCEB serves as the primary research home for the Senior Scholars, who act as core faculty for the CCEB. Senior Scholars look to the CCEB, rather than their primary department, for their primary research support, including space, research computing, secretarial/administrative assistance, current expenses, and financial management. 

The CCEB is inherently multidisciplinary in design. Its faculty members have formal training (advanced degrees) in the following disciplines: anthropology, applied and computational mathematics, applied statistics, biochemistry, biology, biostatistics, clinical pharmacy, cognitive psychology, communication, counseling psychology, decision sciences, developmental biology, economics, educational psychology, engineering, environmental health, epidemiology, family and human development, genetic counseling, health administration, health care administration, health care systems, health and public policy, health policy and management, health services research, history and sociology of science, higher education, human development, human genetics, human nutrition, immunology, information science, law, mathematical statistics, mathematics, nutrition, operations research, pharmacology and toxicology, philosophy, physics, physiology, psychology, public health, public policy, sociology, social work, and statistics.

The Department of Biostatistics and Epidemiology (DBE), also led by Dr. Brian Strom, was also formed at Penn in 1995. The activities of the DBE are coordinated very closely with those of the CCEB. All epidemiology and biostatistics faculty listed in this application have appointments in both the DBE and the CCEB. Dr. Strom chairs the DBE. While the focus of epidemiologic and biostatistical research remains within the domain of the CCEB, the creation of the DBE provides a broadly-based mechanism for the recruitment of epidemiologists and biostatisticians outside of the realm of clinical department, including Ph.D. trained epidemiologists.

Center for Community Partnerships (CCP)
The CCP, led by Dr. Ira Harkavy, was founded in 1992 and is Penn’s primary vehicle for bringing to bear the broad range of human knowledge needed to solve the complex, comprehensive, and interconnected problems of the American city, to the benefit of West Philadelphia (where Penn is situated), Philadelphia, the University itself, and society. The Center is based on three core propositions: (1) Penn's future and the future of West Philadelphia/Philadelphia are intertwined; (2) Penn can make a significant contribution to improving the quality of life in West Philadelphia/Philadelphia; (3) Penn can enhance its overall mission of advancing and transmitting knowledge by helping to improve the quality of life in West Philadelphia/Philadelphia. The Center works to improve the internal coordination and collaboration of all University-wide community service programs, to create new and effective partnerships between the University and the community; to encourage new and creative initiatives linking Penn and the community; and to create and strengthen local, national and international networks of institutions of higher education committed to engagement with their local communities. 

Center of Excellence for Autism and Developmental Disabilities Research and Epidemiology (CADDRE) (CDC)
The University of Pennsylvania Center in collaboration with The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, is home to one of six such Centers funded by the National Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to work collaboratively. to study both the increasing prevalence and etiology of autistic spectrum disorders (ASD). The CADDRE is also engaged in research on early screening and identification of ASD, nursing care for families with children newly diagnosed with ASD, sleep disorders in children with ASD, the psychological health of siblings of children with ASD, and genetic and environmental factors that may play a role in ASD.  The Center operates within the school of nursing and is directed by Dr. Jennifer Pinto-Martin. 

Center of Excellence in Cancer Communication Research (CECCR)
The Effects of Public Information in Cancer, (EPIC), center at PENN is a Center of Excellence in Cancer Communication Research (CECCR) funded by the National Cancer Institute. The mission of the EPIC CECCR is to study the complex public information environment around cancer and how that affects behavioral choices that people make relevant to cancer. The PENN CECCR brings together scholars at the University of Pennsylvania from the Annenberg School for Communication, the Abramson Cancer Center, the School of Medicine and the Wharton School of Business. Drawing from this broad range of disciplinary backgrounds, the PENN CECCR seeks new knowledge about cancer communications and develops and tests interventions to enhance cancer-related behavior.

Center of Excellence for Diversity in Health Education and Research 
The Center of Excellence for Diversity in Health Education and Research is within the School of Medicine. The center's overall goal is to establish, facilitate, conduct and evaluate programs and projects that will enhance the health of underrepresented minorities, particularly African Americans and Hispanics. The Center's activities and programs focus on training and educating minority physicians for faculty positions in Schools of Medicine and for leadership positions in health care policy and administration and enhancing research on minority health issues. These activities and programs will improve the health of minorities and the public in general, and will enhance the ability of health care institutions to achieve their goals. The Center operates as an integral part of the University of Pennsylvania, the University of Pennsylvania Medical Center and its Health System, and as such it aims to collaborate extensively with all units of the University that share its mission and goals. The Center’s goals include the training of minority medical students and physicians for positions of leadership, recruiting and training minority physicians for faculty positions, developing and evaluating curricular components and materials on minority health; and enhancing the quantity and quality of research focusing on the health of minorities.  The Center provides core research staff in epidemiology and statistics to facilitate research projects dealing with minority health issues; provides pilot funding to support ongoing research on minority health issues, and funding for minority faculty recruitment and retention.  Two doctorally trained staff, one in evaluation and measurement research and the other in urban planning and economics have substantial experience in statistics.  Additional epidemiology and statistics support is obtained through collaboration with the Center for Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics to provide consultation funded by the COE for investigators conducting health disparities research.

Center for Health Behavior Research
September 2009 – Opportunities for Public Health Students
The University of Pennsylvania Center for Health Behavior Research is a new center that will become an epicenter on the Penn Campus for fundamentals of behavioral research.  Our mission is to advance the development, testing and application of health behavior measurement and theories in clinical and population-based research.  The wide-spread use of empirically-based health behavior theories and measurement tools are cornerstones to assessing and addressing challenges to public health such as obesity, tobacco use, HIV/AIDS, cancer screening and control. 

In collaboration with faculty from the across the Penn community, other public health professionals and community groups, the Center for Health Behavior Research is being developed to serve as a central resource for behavioral researchers who want to develop or refine measurement tools or the theoretical basis for their line of inquiry.  The Center also provides opportunities for training, mentoring and supporting of junior scientists and students in health behavior research.  For more information contact the Center Director, Karen Glanz, PhD, MPH at kglanz@upenn.edu.

Center for Health Equity Research and Promotion 
In order to address health disparities in veteran populations, the VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System and the Philadelphia VA Medical Center, the University of Pittsburgh, and the University of Pennsylvania have established the Center for Health Equity Research and Promotion (CHERP). 

The mission of CHERP is to reduce disparities in health and health care among vulnerable groups of veterans. CHERP will build and sustain the VA's capacity to detect, monitor, understand, and reduce health disparities through support of research, education, policy making, and dissemination activities and through methodological advances that facilitate the research of others. Through a sustained focus on health disparities, CHERP will expand the VA Health Services Research and Development portfolio and complement the research capacity in existing Health Services Research and Development Centers of Excellence. Over the course of the next five years, CHERP will become a national resource for VA investigators pursuing research in the area of health disparities and will help the Veteran’s Health Administration (VHA) meet its national goal of reducing these disparities among vulnerable populations. This Center has five interrelated goals: (1) To increase the knowledge base by which health disparities are documented and understood, including identification of individual or patient, health care provider, and social and environmental factors; (2) To define aspects of the VHA that can reduce inappropriate health disparities, by improving medical practice, by improving patient interaction with the health care system, or by mitigating the effects of social or environmental factors; (3) To design and test interventions at the patient, provider, organizational, and environmental levels that reduce inappropriate health disparities; (4) To support academic research training, multidisciplinary collaboration, and community partnerships that build capacity within the VHA to reduce health disparities; (5) To improve practices relating to health disparities through effective dissemination of research results to targeted audiences of health professionals, patients, health policy makers, and the public.

Center for Injury Research and Prevention
As long as there are childhood injuries, there will be a need to apply the tools of science to prevent them. The Center for Injury Research and Prevention is a comprehensive pediatric trauma research facility at The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia dedicated to addressing injury, the leading cause of death for children and adolescents.

Center for Mental Health Services Policy and Research
Established in 1986, The Center for Mental Health Policy and Services Research (CMHPSR) is one of the centers in the Department of Psychiatry of the University of Pennsylvania's (Penn) Medical Center, an outstanding international research institution. The CMHPSR consists of a group of multidisciplinary faculty and staff who research the organization, financing, and management structure of mental health care systems and the delivery of mental health services and provides consultation and technical support to those individuals and programs involved in implementing system change. Our objective is to link the best research and evaluation findings to policy decisions, and the delivery and implementation of services.

Center for Population Health and Health Disparities (CPHHD)
This NIH funded center was established to address significant gaps in our knowledge about factors that predict prostate cancer outcomes, and in particular the causes of disparity in prostate cancer outcomes between men of African and Caucasian descent. The mission of the proposed center is to 1) study the complex interaction of biological, clinical, behavioral, and environmental factors predictive of outcomes following a prostate cancer diagnosis, 2) evaluate how these factors explain disparities in prostate cancer outcomes by ethnicity, and 3) disseminate this information to at-risk populations and the public health community. The CPHHD builds on existing multidisciplinary research resources that include studies of the genetics, quality of life, patterns of care, physical environment, and social environment after the diagnosis of prostate cancer. This research requires transdisciplinary collaboration across molecular biology, genetic epidemiology, sociology, the behavioral sciences, and health policy; and has implications for clinical and public health practice, with potential to catalyze critical improvements in the prevention and treatment of prostate cancer. 

Center for Public Health Initiatives (CPHI) 
The Penn Center for Public Health Initiatives (CPHI) was established in February 2007 as an interdisciplinary, Provostial Center that engages constituents from all the schools that comprise the University of Pennsylvania.  Its overall mission is to improve health and quality of life by expanding and strengthening public health education, research and practice, fostering cross-disciplinary collaboration, and promoting meaningful community/academic partnerships. The CPHI receives support from the Provost’s office and is administratively managed by the School of Medicine.  The MPH Program at Penn is the academic arm of the CPHI and benefits from this arrangement in a number of ways.
· The CPHI creates an academic home for the MPH Program.  Faculty appointments for the MPH Program can be made via the Department of Family Medicine.  This means that the MPH Program can continue to engage interdisciplinary faculty from across the University, however, can also hire core faculty to teach the courses central to the program.  In addition, as a program of a Provostial Center, the MPH Program has become an academic program of priority to the Provost, who acts as an advocate for the CPHI/MPH.  Also, through the development of a number of public health focused seminar series, institutes and initiatives, the CPHI has helped establish and coordinate a public health presence at Penn that draws faculty, students and community partner organizations to the Program and has enriched the overall public health environment available to program constituents.
http://www.cphi.upenn.edu/

Center for Research on Youth and Social Policy (School of Social Work)
The Center for Research on Youth and Social Policy (CRYSP) works to bring about positive social change by improving the way human services are developed, delivered, and evaluated. CRYSP seeks to have a major impact on the issues and systems affecting vulnerable populations, particularly children, while promoting social justice and social change through applied research, planning, and technical assistance. 

The CRYSP represents a natural extension of the Center for the Study of Youth Policy, expanding both its scope and purpose. The CRYSP is an applied research center that uses a multi-disciplinary approach to produce knowledge and suggest solutions about the problems facing youth and social systems, and to help these clients improve their systems. The CRYSP staff combines a variety of perspectives and the latest technologies to conduct the following types of research: (1) Action research: program design, strategic planning, organizational development, quality control, performance measurement and management, systems design, and collaboration building; (2) Quantitative research: needs assessment, outcome-based program and practice evaluation, survey research, secondary data analysis, and meta-analysis; (3) Qualitative research: grounded theory using participant-observation, open-ended interviewing, and content analysis; and (4) Program Evaluation: combines elements of all of the above. 

Center for the Study of Addiction. HIV Prevention Research Division
The mission of the HIV Prevention Research Division is to develop and evaluate interventions designed to reduce the spread of HIV and other blood-borne infections among injection and non-injection drug users. The Division promotes the application of scientifically sound data in the development of public health policies designed to respond to the HIV epidemic among drug users.

The Council on Health Promotion and Disease Prevention
The Council on Health Promotion and Disease Prevention was formed in 1996, following an inventory of preventive medicine and public health throughout the University of Pennsylvania Health System.  Since it inception, the Council has continued to serve primarily as a deliberative and catalytic body which provides a forum for timely topics in preventive medicine and public health, particularly those that would benefit from interdisciplinary interplay.  The Council has catalyzed several programs and launched interdepartmental and interschool initiatives in others.  In virtually all of these initiatives, medical school faculty partnered with faculty members from other schools and, where appropriate, with non-University organizations concerned with public health, such as the City of Philadelphia Health Department.

Minority Health and Health Disparities Education Core, led by Dr. Ira Harkavy, Director of the Center for Community Partnerships, employs the principles of strategic academically-based community service as the teaching/learning model for helping facilitate effective and sustained improvements in minority health disparities. The activities of this core enhance learner understanding and competency in areas such as cultural sensitivity, biosocial and biocultural interactions in disease, and their roles in creating and maintaining health disparities.

In addition, the following three Shared Resources provide the “technology” appropriate for a focus on obesity and related diseases and health disparities.  These Shared Resources cores build upon and link to expertise that is present at Penn for dissemination to EXPORT collaborators. The Cartographic Modeling Lab (CML) Shared Resource, led by Dr. Dennis Culhane in the School of Social Work, works with EXPORT collaborators to apply geographic information science (GIS) research methods to the study of obesity and obesity-related health disparities.  This laboratory is described under Research Resources. The Research Design and Data Analysis Share Resource (Core D), led by Dr. Justine Shults in the Center for Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics, maintains a link to the Center for Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics biostatistical consultation service to provide individual consultations, short courses/seminars, methods development, and other assistance related to biostatistical methods to PCEC investigators.  The Behavioral and Cultural Methods Shared Resource, led by Dr. Shiriki Kumanyika in collaboration with Drs. Melicia Whitt (now at Wake Forest University) and Stella Volpe, in the Penn School of Nursing, provides innovation and methodological support related to assessment and interventions in the area of diet, physical activity, and weight reduction, with particular attention to cultural adaptations and cultural appropriateness.  The Community Outreach and Information Dissemination Core, led by Dr. Jerry Johnson in the School of Medicine, undertakes initiatives related to collaborative research partnerships with community residents and community-based organizations.  This core has a weekly radio show, a Community Partnerships Advisory Committee, and the involvement of consultants (Janet Ohene-Frempong and Aracely Rosales) who are expert in the development of culturally sensitive and community-based mechanisms for dissemination of both research materials and health information in the African American and Latino communities. Their services include translations into lay language for English and Spanish speakers with diverse literacy skills.

Hampton-Penn Center To Reduce Health Disparities 
This NIH funded Center, led by Dr. Loretta Jemmott, seeks to narrow the gap in health disparities that currently exist between American citizens of different ethnic and racial origins by capitalizing on and extending an existing partnership between the Hampton University School of Nursing and the University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing. Specifically this center will enhance the conduct of research on health promotion and disease prevention within a cultural context and will 1) foster development of nursing partnerships between researchers, faculty, and students at Hampton University and the University of Pennsylvania and will further health disparity research at both institutions; 2) further the development and dissemination of culturally competent research and interventions related to health disparities among racial/ethnic minorities, marginalized and underserved populations, and 3) enhance the recruitment, retention and training of nurses into research careers who are themselves members of racial/ethnic minorities, marginalized and underserved populations who will be able to build the science that will reduce health disparities

HIV Prevention Trial Unit 
This NIH funded unit in the Department of Psychiatry, led by Dr. David Metzger, focuses on those segments of the U.S. population at highest risk of HIV infection. Studies will also inform prevention sciences internationally and support expanded prevention trials in other countries. Research areas include: l) microbicides; 2) behavioral interventions, and 3) substance related transmission. The investigators have extensive expertise in the areas of substance abuse treatment, women's behavioral interventions, behavioral interventions with adolescents, microbicide research, health policy, and evaluation design. 

The Institute on Aging of the University of Pennsylvania 
The Institute on Aging (IOA) integrates multidisciplinary research and education on aging, serving as point of integration for a variety of disciplines across 23 divisions, 15 departments, and 11 schools for all research, education, and training related to geriatrics and gerontology. Central to the Institute's strength are over 160 IOA Fellows, who form a strong base of basic, patient-oriented and health services researchers with sound teaching and clinical skills to support aging-related research and clinical practice. The IOA, comprised of 160 senior fellows, is dedicated to promoting multidisciplinary research and education on aging. Among the IOA training grants are a Hartford Center of Excellence dedicated to training physician faculty in aging and a HRSA-funded Geriatric Education Center (GEC). The Hartford grant provides resources for mentoring and pilot funds; and the Geriatric Education Center has trained over 4,000 health care professionals in the principles of geriatrics and other topics. Most of the GEC’s trainees are leaders in Geriatrics at their parent institutions, and therefore represent a network of interested professionals who can provide entrée to communities throughout the Delaware Valley and Mid-Atlantic regions. Geriatric research at the IOA includes a broad range of basic, translational, clinical, health services, and qualitative research with particular emphasis and expertise in Alzheimer’s Disease, Depression, and Ethics. The IOA is the home for Penn Partners in Aging, a subject registry of over 114,000 elders (14,000 minorities) who can be contacted for participation in education and research projects.  In exchange, the Penn Partners Program provides educational resources for consumers, a monthly seminars and lunches on a variety of health topics,  a quarterly health newsletter,  health classes and programs under the IOA's wellness program and  unique web site maintained for and largely by older consumers, "Turtle Spring". 

The Institute for Environmental Studies 
This Institute is dedicated to improving the understanding of key scientific, economic, and political issues that underlie environmental problems and their management. It is interested in addressing the gaps between science and policy and similar problems that arise from the lack of integration of traditionally separate disciplines. Since members do not hold formal appointments with the Institute, it functions as an affiliation of individuals with similar interests. Collaborative endeavors span areas in basic and applied sciences, engineering, law, business, the social sciences, and the humanities. Nearly 100 faculty members have been involved in the Institute's efforts, and they come from a wide range of backgrounds and departments—from Landscape Architecture in the Graduate School of Design to Public Policy and Management Department in the Wharton School.

Although there are no hard and fast groupings, the research interests of the members can be broadly summarized under four headings of “Earth, Ecology and Ecosystems”; “Environmental Toxicology”; “Environmental Engineering”; and “Environmental Policy.” Of special interest from the perspective of minority health disparities is the focus on Environmental Toxicology, which involves faculty from Biology, Earth and Environmental Science, the School of Medicine, the School of Nursing, and the School of Dental Medicine. They share an interest in environmentally-related health issues involving heavy metals—particularly lead and mercury—which constitute some of the most toxic hazardous materials present in the environment. The Institute has provided the infrastructure to support collaborative research on lead contamination with faculty from the Schools of Medicine and Dental Medicine, and from the School of Arts and Sciences. Via a link to the Center for Community Partnerships (see above) it has also developed neighborhood-based research and public education about lead poisoning that spans the generations. 

Institute for Strategic Threat Analysis and Responses (ISTAR)
Many urgent national priorities are subjects of intensive study on the campus of the University of Pennsylvania. Experts on national and international strategic issues relating to business, medicine, politics, education and security for the United States and its allies are members of our University community.

The Institute for Strategic Threat Analysis and Response's (ISTAR) scope is on international and domestic events that threaten and impact our nation and democracies around the world. Broadly-based multidisciplinary teams and individual faculty members at the Institute generate and evaluate hypotheses, applications and policies for the detection, prevention and remediation of these threats. ISTAR stimulates, supports and generates innovative projects and programs of research, education and practice in the field of strategic threats.

In an effort to most effectively identify, analyze, and respond to issues of strategic threats, ISTAR has established relationships with many different organizations and groups both within and outside the University. Within the University, ISTAR works with organizations from all 12 schools of the University of Pennsylvania. Included in these are the following groups:  Ackoff Center for Advancement of Systems Approaches; Asch Center for the Study of Ethno-Political Conflict; Cartographic Modeling Lab (CML), which specializes in spatial analysis using Geographic Information Systems (GIS) technology; Center for Sensor Technologies; Distributed Systems Laboratory; Fels Center of Government; General Robotics, Automation, Sensing and Perception Laboratory; Institute for Environmental Studies; Institute for Research in Cognitive Science; Leonard Davis Institute for Health Economics; Wharton GIS Laboratory.

Outside the University, ISTAR belongs to both the Keystone Homeland Security University Research Alliance and the Mid-Atlantic Universities Consortium for Homeland Security. Both organizations are comprised of research universities in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (Keystone Alliance) and the Mid-Atlantic region (Mid-Atlantic Universities Consortium) that seek to confront the challenges posed by strategic threats to the Commonwealth, region and nation. As research universities, the members of these groups are uniquely suited to impact homeland security issues by identifying, analyzing and responding the new threats presented to our nation. Together, the members capitalize on their collective resources, minimize redundancy, and allow individual institutions to step forward to take the lead in their individual areas of expertise. 

The International Center of Research for Women, Children and Families
The International Center of Research for Women, Children, and Families (ICRWCF) is an important means by which the School of Nursing focuses on vulnerable people. The Center’s mission is to foster research that will improve the health of women, children, and families in the United States and around the world. Current investigators’ topics include physiologic stressors and pregnancy outcomes; barriers to receiving prenatal care; advanced practice nursing care and family outcomes; classification and evaluation of nursing interventions and patient outcomes;  postpartal immunosupression and health outcomes; advanced practice nursing care and breastfeeding outcomes with very low birth weight infants, using sucking as a measure of neurodevelopmental outcome; normal growth parameters of very low birth weight infants during the first year of life; evaluation of a "train the trainer" educational intervention for Safe Motherhood in Malawi, Africa, HIV and nutrition with children; HIV/AIDS prevention with African-American and Latino youth; research utilization to improve the care of women, children, and families; the African-American mother's experience breastfeeding the LBW infant; breastfeeding and employment; and determining nursing intensity of advanced practice nurse care. For these and other studies the Center provides an infrastructure to support multidisciplinary research, supports education for a cadre of multidisciplinary research teams, and facilitates the communication of findings to the broader scientific community.

Another goal of the Center is to improve the education of nurse scholars from all over the world using a variety of mechanisms including pre- and postdoctoral training, research institutes, visiting professorships and seminars. Currently the international research, which is being conducted by Center members, is occurring in Southeast Asia, Africa, and Israel as well as in the United States. Center investigators have strong interdisciplinary collaborations with faculty in the School of Medicine, School of Engineering, School of Arts and Sciences, School of Dental Medicine, The Wharton School, and the School of Social Work.

Leonard Davis Institute of Health Economics (LDI) 
LDI conducts an integrated, collaborative, multidisciplinary research program in health care evaluation, delivery, economics, management, and policy. LDI's research objectives are to: 1) advance fundamental knowledge of issues central to the improvement of health care delivery through better understanding of the efficient allocation of health resources, appropriate uses of those resources, and development of innovative health care delivery systems; and 2) inform and influence health policy at the national, state, local, and organizational levels such that those policies lead to more efficient and equitable health care for the public. As the focal point for health policy activities at the University of Pennsylvania, LDI's Center for Health Policy exists to make Penn's wide-ranging health policy research and education activities more accessible to policy makers. The LDI Senior Fellows’ research, totaling more than $25M in annual direct costs, is focused in four main areas:

Medical care effectiveness, appropriateness, and outcomes: Developing appropriate standards of care is a critical component of effectively managed systems. Key issues under study include ways to optimize medical practice, the cost effectiveness of pharmaceuticals and other technologies, medical technology assessment, health outcomes evaluation, and quality of care.

Health care disparities and inequalities: Underserved and vulnerable populations have not benefited fully from and pose unique challenges in translating advances in medical knowledge and innovation. Understanding and reducing health and health care disparities is a major research focus, comprising a broad spectrum of individual and institutional research programs examining the existence of and better understanding factors associated with such disparities, including socioeconomic factors, racial segregation, health communication, access to technology, and physician specialists and trust/distrust using a full range of experimental, quasi-experimental, and longitudinal observational studies integrating clinical, epidemiologic, financial, and socioeconomic data.

Health care financing, organization, and delivery: Understanding these three cornerstones of the health care system is essential to devising good policies. LDI Senior Fellows are concerned with the financial and other barriers to access, including insufficient alternative delivery systems, inefficient regulation, and lack of sufficient information to users of health care and adoption and diffusion of medical innovation. Other areas of concern include alternative options for national health reform, uncompensated care, access for the uninsured, long-term care, and medical malpractice.

Provider and patient behavior:  The consequences of health system regulatory or policy reform on institutional growth, structure, and adaptability, and on provider and patient behavior say as much about the wisdom of those policies as they do about the needs and values of society. To better understand these phenomena, LDI scholars are studying how various forms of service delivery affect the cost and quality of health care, and how payment mechanisms, other financial incentives, clinical protocols and guidelines, and organizational and administrative interventions influence the decisions and behavior of providers, patients and consumers, and institutions; and communication of information about health and health risks.

Penn Center for Education and Research on Therapeutics (Penn CERT)
Penn CERT, led by Dr. Brian Strom, and funded by a Cooperative Agreement from the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), is a joint program of Penn's Center for Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics (CCEB), Leonard Davis Institute of Health Economics (LDI), Center for Experimental Therapeutics (CET), General Clinical Research Center (GCRC), and Office of Health Services Research. The primary aim of the Penn CERT is to examine patterns of anti-infective drug use and patterns of anti-infective drug resistance across a series of medical settings of increasing complexity and size (e.g., academic hospitals, primary care practices and community health facilities throughout the UPHS, the population-based region served by a network of hospitals in the Delaware Valley, Medicaid datasets from around the U.S., the General Practice Research Database of electronic medical records from 6% of the general practitioners in the United Kingdom, etc.). 

Ultimately, the goals of the Penn CERT are to identify optimal patterns of anti-infective drug use, develop methods for achieving improved patterns of use, and examine the effectiveness of these interventions. These objectives are advanced through linking investigators with diverse training to develop studies examining the risks and benefits of real world patterns of anti-infective drug use and determinants of these patterns of prescribing. 

Penn Smiles 	
PennSmiles is an oral health outreach program of The University of Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine that promotes oral health to children from kindergarten through eighth grade throughout the West Philadelphia community. Faculty and students of the School of Dental Medicine travel in the PennSmiles dental van to area schools, Head Start programs, and other neighborhood sites to provide oral health education to parents and children, dental screenings, referrals for dental care, and dental treatment. Students in their third and fourth year of dental school fulfill a part of their required community service through the program. The van, a mobile clinic of the School of Dental Medicine, is fully equipped for on-site care, featuring two dental chairs and all the necessary equipment for dental examinations, x-rays, cleanings, fluoride treatments, sealants, and basic dental fillings. The services offered on the PennSmiles van meet the same high standards of quality maintained in all of the University of Pennsylvania’s School of Dental Medicine clinics and are provided by experienced dental faculty and students...

Founded in 2001, PennSmiles has been working in the Philadelphia area with more than 10,000 students from 70 schools. A program of the Department of Community Oral Health at the School of Dentistry, PennSmiles is funded by the Health Resources and Services Administration of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

Population Studies Center
The Population Studies Center at the University of Pennsylvania is an interdisciplinary research and training center with core funding from NICHD, NIA, NIH-Fogarty, as well as private funders). It is one of the preeminent social science-oriented NIH-supported centers, with 46 faculty research associates from six schools (SAS, Wharton, Nursing, Medicine, Social Work, Annenberg). A major cross-cutting theme of research and training at the PSC has been and continues to be the analysis of minority health disparities and how to ameliorate them, and in the development of methods for assessing the factors that cause, rather than are only correlated with, such disparities.  

Project Salud 
Project Salud is a clinic located in rural southern Chester County, which provides a training opportunity for clinicians interested in health care access issues. Primary care and preventive medicine form the cornerstone of service provided by Project Salud to the 12,000 Mexican migrant and seasonal workers employed by the local agricultural industry. The clinic is staffed primarily by a nurse practitioner, with a Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania (HUP) physician visiting weekly to assist with acute and chronic medical care, as well as to review and discuss the management of more complicated cases. Since 1994, the Department of Emergency Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania has offered an introductory course in migrant health care to its first and second-year medical students. Participating students first receive a brief review of the clinic's mission, the demographics of the patient population, and the socioeconomic policies that affect their work rounds, where they experience a practical, "no frills" approach to health care driven by the realities of limited manpower, money, and supplies. This sharply contrasts the style of medicine in the nearby academic medical environment.   

The clinical experience at Project Salud highlights the challenges and rewards of medical work with the poor and underserved Mexican population in rural Pennsylvania. It introduces students to a variety of social, medical, and ethical questions directly related to the care of society's disenfranchised. It heightens student appreciation for the cultural sensitivity and the great hardships brought on by poverty. It demonstrates patient advocacy and social responsibility. It seeks to provide young and impressionable medical students with invaluable lessons not found in most medical textbooks. Clinicians gain exposure to county and state health departments and learn how to navigate legislation, help disadvantaged and migrant folks apply for emergency assistance from Harrisburg, and conduct needs assessments. In this collaborative project, students learn about the historical and context issues of access to care, individual as well as population level issues, and the politics of health care access. Project Salud has federal health care center status.  

Sayre Middle School-Beacon School: School-Based School and Community Health Promotion and Disease Prevention Program 
There are substantial health needs in West Philadelphia. According to the Philadelphia Health Management Corporation's Philadelphia and Suburban Household Health survey, major health problems in West Philadelphia include high blood pressure, weight problems (including obesity), diabetes and heart problems, among others. The Sayre Middle School-Beacon community faces these and other major health problems. The considerable health resources in West Philadelphia have not effectively served or substantially improved the health status of the Sayre community.  Initiated with a full time coordinator in January 2003, the school-based school and community health promotion and disease prevention center at Sayre-Beacon School is working to bring to bear Penn’s many health resources as well as those of other local health resources to improve the health of children and adults in the Sayre community. A school is an ideal location for a community health promotion center because it is not only where children learn, but also where the community gathers. Sayre's status as a Beacon School is an added asset, since the school is open during the summer and five days week until 8pm to serve all members of the community. The Sayre-Beacon School could be a model for community health improvement and local collaboration. The program is working to aggregate and coordinate health screening, referral and education programs. Partners include but are not limited to: Penn Dentistry courses and service programs, including the new Dental Van; Penn Nursing courses and interns; Penn Masters of Public Health courses and outreach programs; Penn Medical School outreach programs; and Health and Societies Department courses, which  is an undergraduate; interdisciplinary major in the College of Arts and Sciences; Center of Community Partnerships.



TraumaLink and Center for Center for Child Injury Prevention Science  

TraumaLink is a comprehensive pediatric trauma research center based at The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia and the University of Pennsylvania. At TraumaLink, work is conducted in all phases of an injury — pre-event, event and post-event — in order to identify modifiable risk factors for poor injury outcome. The TraumaLink mission is to create an interdisciplinary scientific foundation for the development of interventions to prevent and treat pediatric injury by facilitating, conducting, and disseminating proactive and timely research.  Research at TraumaLink is uniquely proactive, timely and comprehensive, incorporating the approach of biomechanical epidemiology, a field developed by TraumaLink's founder and director, Flaura Koplin Winston, MD, PhD, a primary care pediatrician and biomechanical engineer. In this approach, multiple disciplines work together in a concurrent and interdisciplinary manner to study the morbidity and mortality of children from traffic and other injuries. Disciplines involved include medicine, nursing, surgery, psychology, epidemiology and biostatistics, communications, and health education. Researchers work together on the inception, design, execution and dissemination of injury control research.  Main foci include bicycle safety and automotive child passenger safety. 

The Center for Child Injury Prevention Science (C-CHIPS) will be created under a newly funded planning grant from the National Science Foundation.  The mission of this Center will be to ensure the safety of children by conducting scientific research on the prevalence & predictors of child injury, and evaluation, development, testing, and dissemination of commercial technology & public education programs for prevention.  Work will build on existing collaborations that leverage the capabilities, interests, and expertise of the Center faculty and its industrial partners.  The Center's research projects will address three scientific themes: Safety Monitoring and Risk Assessment; Hazard Evaluation and Testing; and Prevention Technology Development. Products of the center will range from reports to patentable new safety technology and packaged, tested educational programs and materials. With an initial focus on motor vehicle injury prevention, the consortium of members will be drawn from the insurance, automotive, restraint, and other safety industries and government regulatory and public health agencies. C-CHIPS will be hosted by The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) with the University of Pennsylvania serving as its university partner, overseen by an Industrial Advisory Board consisting of representatives of member organizations and a University Policy Committee that will oversee the hosting relationship. Center scientists, who have collaborated for more than 7 years, represent faculty from CHOP and the University of Pennsylvania, spanning the disciplines of medicine/surgery, epidemiology, biostatistics, engineering, psychology, education, and behavioral science. 

Urban Nutrition Initiative
The Urban Nutrition Initiative (UNI) involves children from West Philadelphia in a school-based community health curriculum that strives to improve nutritional status and promote active learning.  UNI is a program based out of Penn's Center for Community Partnerships (CCP) and the West Philadelphia Partnership.  The CCP is the University of Pennsylvania's primary vehicle for enlisting the broad range of knowledge of the research university and the engagement of students, faculty, and neighbors in implementing communal efforts to address the complex, comprehensive, and interconnected problems of the American city. Much of the CCP's work has focused on the public school as the educational and neighborhood institution that can, if effectively transformed, serve as the concrete vehicle of community change and innovation.

Through service-learning courses in the department of Anthropology and Environmental Studies, the CCP established the Urban Nutrition Initiative (UNI), a program with a ten-year track record of implementing innovative nutrition education in public schools. First developed from a partnership between Turner middle school and an undergraduate seminar at the University of Pennsylvania taught by Professor Francis Johnston in 1990, UNI has evolved into a multifaceted program that connects Penn undergraduate courses with courses in an elementary, middle, and high school in West Philadelphia, creating a pre-K through 16+ curriculum focused on improving community health. Operating daily in five public schools and involving 1,000 students in grades K-12, UNI's goals are to: 
· Create and sustain an interdisciplinary pre-K through 16+ curriculum that focuses on improving community health and simultaneously results in increased educational skills and abilities. 
· Work with university faculty, public school teachers and community residents to effectively engage students as agents of school and community change resulting in students' increased sense of control over their lives and their futures, and in mobilization of substantial and effective youth resources to improve community health. 
· Improve the nutritional and health status of public school students, their families' and the local community, specifically focusing on reducing sodium consumption and increasing water consumption by promoting healthy alternatives to junk food and soda.

UNI is focused on researching and developing integrated approaches that will create substantial and broad community participation.  Accordingly, changing the curriculum is at the core of UNI's school-based school and community improvement approach.  UNI has developed and implemented a curriculum that teaches core subjects (math, social studies, language arts) through after school fruit and vegetable stands, farmer’s markets, winter buying clubs, school gardens, a community fitness program, and urban agriculture and microbusiness development. 

UNI is a collaborative effort of Penn's Center for Community Partnerships, the West Philadelphia Partnership (WPP) and Philadelphia public schools.  Last year the community-school model produced through this collaboration was selected by the National Academy of the Sciences as the winner of the inaugural William T. Grant Foundation Youth Development Prize.  This December, UNI was named one of four successful national models addressing obesity, physical activity, and nutrition in schools by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.

Urban Research Institute 
The Urban Research Institute at Penn is a new University-wide entity dedicated to fostering increased understanding of cities and developing new knowledge bases that will be vital in charting the course of local national and international urbanization. The Institute reports directly to the University Provost and is Co-led by Dr. Susan Wachter, Professor of Real Estate at Wharton, and Dr. Eugenia Birch, Chair of the Department of City and Regional Planning in the School of Design.  By providing an umbrella structure for the urban focused scholarship, research and civic engagement within Penn’s twelve schools, the Penn URI provides the synergy needed to address urban challenges in the 21st century. As a campus-wide institute, Penn URI sponsors a number of initiatives, stimulates research, provides opportunities for collaborative instruction and engages with the world of practitioners and policymakers. The primary goal of the Penn Urban Research Institute is to build new knowledge bases by which the dynamic processes of urban life can be better understood and to transfer this knowledge through a strong dissemination function. To achieve this end, the Penn Urban Research Institute endeavors to: (1) Provide a focus for the integration and coordination of new and existing research, educational, and administrative urban initiatives. (2) Convene the relevant faculty from across the campus to share information, resources, and expertise, and to collaborate on new initiatives related to urbanism; (3) Provide a forum for visiting scholars, fellows, undergraduates, graduate students, professionals, lecturers, practitioners, government officials, civic leaders, and ordinary citizens to deepen and enhance their knowledge and understanding of urban problems, experiences, and opportunities; (4) Provide a vehicle for bringing urban expertise to bear on and exerting stronger influence upon the formulation of urban policies at the local, state, regional, national, and international levels; (5) Provide media, government, and business with a single, highly visible and authoritative, point of contact to identify and introduce Penn faculty with relevant expertise; (6) Address the University’s (and society’s) need for robust and coherent curricular and co-curricular urban offerings in the undergraduate, graduate, campus life, continuing education, and distance learning environments; and (7) Provide a vehicle to assist the Deans, individual Schools, and University administration in making more effective use of expert resources that may exist outside their own Schools and programs and in mobilizing the University’s academic resources.

The Weight and Eating Disorders Program 
The Weight and Eating Disorders Program was founded at the University of Pennsylvania over 35 years ago when Albert J. Stunkard, M.D, set out to better understand the causes of weight and weight-related disorders. Dr. Stunkard, an internationally renowned scholar, directed the program's research efforts and remains an active and integral member of the group today. The current director, Thomas A. Wadden, Ph.D., came to the University of Pennsylvania in 1981 and is a preeminent authority on the treatment of overweight, binge eating, and related problems. Under Dr. Wadden's leadership, the group continues to conduct a wide variety of studies on the causes and treatment of weight-related disorders. More recently, the Weight and Eating Disorders Program has begun to offer professional services to the general public rather than only to participants in research studies.

Investigators in the Weight and Eating Disorders Program are involved in several population-based intervention studies, including the multi-center Look Ahead Study of lifestyle intervention on Type 2 diabetes, the SHARE Study of family/friend support for weight management in African Americans, the CDC-funded School Based Nutrition Project and the STOPPT2D study to prevent pediatric childhood diabetes. Other intervention studies address health effects of popular weight loss diets and effects of obesity treatment on sleep apnea.
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Nondiscrimination Statement

The University of Pennsylvania values diversity and seeks talented students, faculty and staff from diverse backgrounds. The University of Pennsylvania does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, creed, national or ethnic origin, citizenship status, age, disability, veteran status or any other legally protected class status in the administration of its admissions, financial aid, educational or athletic programs, or other University-administered programs or in its employment practices. Questions or complaints regarding this policy should be directed to the Executive Director of the Office of Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity Programs, Sansom Place East, 3600 Chestnut Street, Suite 228, Philadelphia, PA 19104-6106; or (215) 898-6993 (Voice) or (215) 898-7803 (TDD).
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