Dear Applicants,
The Radiation Oncology Residency Program at the University of Pennsylvania has made a change which we hope will have a very positive impact on all of our applicants. 

We have now switched from being listed in the NRMP as an “Advanced Program” to a “Categorical Program”.  Prior to entering our four-year radiation oncology residency program, residents will automatically be accepted into a one year-long internship at the University of Pennsylvania’s renowned Department of Medicine.  Applicants will not have to interview separately with the Medicine department.  
The Internship will consist of a one-year experience that provides residents with opportunities to assume increasing levels of responsibility as the year advances, in order to better prepare them to enter the Radiation Oncology Residency Program.  Rotations will be based predominantly at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania (HUP), with some rotations at our affiliated institutions (VA Hospital and Presbyterian Hospitals). The Internship Program is administered by the Department of Medicine’s Vice Chair for Education, Lisa Bellini, MD. 
Interns will typically spend one or two months in an intensive care unit rotation, six or seven months on inpatient medicine wards, three months on elective rotations, and one month on vacation.
Primary responsibilities include:

· Directing care for 6-10 patients on the general wards, and 4-6 patients in the ICU’s, including all order writing, test ordering, relevant procedures and documentation; 

· Functioning as an integral team member; 

· Providing continuous primary care to a panel of between 80 and 100 outpatients through their continuity practices; 

· Attending a minimum of the required departmental conferences, including intern report, and inpatient and outpatient management conferences. 

· Evaluating the supervising faculty at the conclusion of each rotation. 
You will have one protected weekend off a month, and a total of one month vacation per year.
More information is available at the department of Medicine’s website:    http://www.uphs.upenn.edu/medicine/medicine2/education/residents/resappinfo/index.html
We look forward to reviewing your applications.
Sincerely,

Neha Vapiwala, MD 

Assistant Professor 

Residency Program Director

