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Dr. Nowosad will discuss how a large fraction of Igs are produced via germinal center (GC) responses, in structures which form 
dynamically upon immunization or infection in the majority of secondary lymphoid organs, but are constitutively present in gut- 

associated lymphoid tissue. Dr. Nowosad identified several prominent public Ig clonotypes in intestinal GCs, whose presence were 
tuned by microbial diversity. She has observed that these GCs persist even in the absence of microbiota, although their isotype 

distribution and clonal composition are altered. Despite her observations, the ontogeny and antigenic drivers of constitutive gut- 
associated GCs remain poorly understood. Her lab aims to explore how the ‘molecular switchboard’ downstream of the B cell receptor 

is wired in specialized tissue environments and how this feeds back onto B cell behavior, GC dynamics and antibody production. 
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