Biochemistry Biophysics & Chemical Biology Graduate Group 
Permission to Schedule Thesis Defense
The thesis committee of
_______________________________  
 on
 _______________________________ 
(Student's name)




  (date of thesis committee meeting)
has granted him/her permission to schedule the defense of the thesis
 on or before 
____________________________ 



Date of permission
__________________________________________ (signature of Thesis Committee Chair)
__________________________________________ (signature of Thesis Advisor)
At this point the student, in consultation with her/his advisor, should form the full examination committee, consisting the three members of the working committee plus an external examiner. The external examiner cannot be a member of the BBCB Graduate group. The choice of external examiner must be approved by the Graduate Group Chair by sending the completed 'Final Thesis Committee Approval Form' to the Chair. A written draft of the thesis is to be given to the examination committee at least two weeks prior to the defense, and no later than six months from the date of permission to defend.  Students are expected to work full-time on the completion of the written draft of the thesis, and upon request demonstrate reasonable progress to their thesis advisor and committee.
If the student will not meet the six-month deadline for submitting the thesis, s/he must meet with the committee again before the end of the six months.  The committee will review the student’s progress and set a new deadline for the submission of the thesis.  Under normal circumstances, no more than one additional month will be granted.  If the student does not submit the thesis or meet with the committee during the six-month period, the graduate group will put the student on academic probation. The graduate group’s academic review committee will determine whether the student should be given permission to defend the thesis, and under what circumstances, or whether the student should be withdrawn from the graduate group or offered a terminal masters degree.
Instructions for Students: Please review policy with Thesis Committee Chair and Thesis Advisor, obtain their signatures, and return this form to the GG coordinator within one week of receiving permission. Please follow the graduation checklist, which can also be found under the ‘resources’ link of the BBCB web site, in the forms page.
