University of Pennsylvania
BBCB (formerly BMB) Graduate Group
Thesis Advisor Plan Approval Form

Name of Student:  _________________________________________ 

Name of Planned Thesis Advisor(s)______________________________________

MENTOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT
By signing this form, the Thesis Advisor(s) guarantees adequate funding to support the above named student starting on June 1 year 2 (Ph.D students) or July 1 year 3 (combined degree students) for a minimum of 3 years, or has applications pending and will make student support his/her highest priority.   The maximum mentor cost for a dissertation student on a research grant with BGS support is currently $40,000. The exact mentor costs for coming financial year is announced by BGS in June of current year. The most recent “BGS Mentor Cap memo” can be obtained from the BGS Financial Office.
Students are strongly encouraged to apply for training grants and/or external fellowships. A substantial fraction of BBCB students received support from these sources that can significantly reduce the mentor contribution.  Note however that an extramural award does not replace the mentor’s contribution for a student.
The BGS Finance Office will be in touch with the business administrator of the thesis advisor’s home department to confirm the funding plan for this student.

Approved:
________________________________________



___________

Signature of Thesis Advisor(s)

 




(date)
This form should be completed as soon as the student decides upon a dissertation advisor and NO 
LATER THAN 15 SEPTEMBER  (deadline will be different for MD/PhD students). Submit the completed form to GG Chair for approval of the plan.  To advance to dissertation status under the mentorship of this advisor the student must fulfill all academic requirements to be admitted as a candidate for the Ph.D. degree, and the thesis advisor must submit a BGS mentor funds check.
In addition the advisor(s) and student should sign the mentorship compact form.
________________________________________    



___________
(Signature of Graduate Group Chair)   
                        



(date)

