
CHPS Facilities & Resources
Clinical:

The Center for Human Phenomic Science (CHPS) was formed with the receipt of the Clinical and Translational Science Award (CTSA), an NIH Roadmap initiative.  The goal of the CHPS is to provide the resources, environment, operations, and training to support and promote high-quality clinical and translational research.  The CHPS has child and adult specific components at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) and University of Pennsylvania Health System (UPHS), respectively, as well as joint components. The CHPS merged the General Clinical Research Centers (GCRCs) at both institutions, as well as introduced new programs and services.  The CHPS currently supports more than 200 different principal investigators in over 300 research protocols at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania and Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.

The CHPS program at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania site provides outpatient facilities at the Perelman Center for Advanced Medicine (PCAM) with an infusion unit consisting of 13 chemotherapy/infusion chairs on the fourth floor.  In addition, there is an out-patient unit at Presbyterian Hospital (4 exam rooms).  There is also a dedicated research inpatient unit (8 beds).  All units are managed and staffed by nurses with extensive experience in research.  A scatterbed program provides research nursing personnel for the study of patients who cannot be seen in the CHPS facilities.

Extensive services are provided by the staff for specimen collection and processing, as well as the performance of non-routine laboratory assays.  Lab subcores include the Specimen Collection/Point of Care Testing/Sample Disposition Lab, Molecular Biology and Cell Culture Labs, and the Biochemistry/Genetics Lab.  Refrigerated centrifuges are available for immediate specimen processing.  Freezer space (-4o C and -80o C) is also available for limited specimen storage pending analyses.  

Other CHPS core services or affiliated services include the following:

· Office of Clinical Research to facilitate Good Clinical Practice, improve access to research resources and decrease researchers’ administrative burden.

· Investigational Drug Service to prepare investigational agents for human use;

· Research informatics support with access to REDCap for secure storage of research study data
· Study participant recruitment services, including HIPAA compliant procedures to access the Penn Data Store which can query over 500,000 electronic medical records to identify potentially eligible subjects

· Exercise Medicine Unit and Cardiac Phenotyping services

Additionally, CHPS investigators have access to the expertise of registered dietitians, biostatistical support, and skilled personnel to assist in the conduct of the research, including a staff designated to protect human subjects involved in research.  


