Risk Assessment Battery (RAB) Scoring System

Currently, the RAB is scored simply by adding the values that correspond to the responses selected by the subject for the items listed below.  This total score is then divided by 40, the highest possible score.  While this total scale score has been correlated with serostatus and seroconversion, we are currently exploring the psychometric properties of the scale with a new and larger sample.  Thus, caution should be used in relying too heavily upon the scores produced by this procedure.  It is important that each item be reviewed for its clinical significance and potential to indicate a need for intervention.  We anticipate developing sub-scale scores for both drug-related risk and sex-related risk.  These tentative sub-scales are also identified in the following listing.
Drug Risk Items




Range
Highest Value

#1.  Injection




0-1


1

    

#2.  Shared





0-3


3

    

#3.  # People shared needles with

0-3


3

    

#8.  Frequency of visits to shooting gallery
0-3


3

    

#12.  Frequency of sharing rinse water

0-3


3

    

#13.  Frequency of sharing cookers

0-3


3

    

#14.  Frequency of sharing cotton

0-3


3

    


#15.  Frequency of backloading


0-3


3




Drug Risk Total:
22

= _____

Sex Risk Items




Range
Highest Value

#9.  Frequency of visits to crack house

0-3


3

    

#16.  Sexual orientation (heterosexual=0) 

0-3
 

3

    

#17.  # male partners



0-3


3

    

#18.  # female partners



0-3


3

    

Exchange of sex, drugs and money


#19.  Frequency of sex for drugs
0-3
(
)

#20.  Frequency of drugs for sex
0-3
(
)

#21.  Frequency of sex for money
0-3
(
)

#22.  Frequency of money for sex
0-3
(
)
Highest single response value among items #19 to #22 =

3




#24.  Frequency of condom use


0-3


3




Sex Risk Total:
18

= _____

Total RAB Score = Drug Risk Total + Sex Risk Total








RAB Scale Score = Total Score/40 (Range=0-1)
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