
“Seventy essays, all well informed and many
with attitude.”

—Harold T. Shapiro, PhD, Princeton University
Former Chair, National Bioethics Advisory Board

WWW.SPRINGERPUB.COM



The Center for Bioethics at the University of Pennsylvania is the internationally recognized
leader in bioethical education and research. Its interdisciplinary faculty is drawn from the
fields of medicine, law, nursing, education, philosophy, psychology, and religious studies.
Arthur L. Caplan, the Center’s founding director, is recognized as one of the most influential
experts in bioethics. He has authored numerous books and articles, and served as the Chair of
the Advisory Committee to the United Nations on human cloning. 

The Penn Center’s leading fellows, Autumn Fiester and Vardit Ravitsky, have combined their
expertise with Dr. Caplan and over 80 other contributors to create The Penn Center Guide to
Bioethics—the foremost authority on both traditional and cutting-edge bioethical issues. The
Penn Guide navigates uncharted ethical terrain, undoubtedly shaping both academic and pub-
lic discourse on the challenging controversies generated by new technologies, theories, and
medical advances.  

This volume represents the Penn Center’s distinct, pioneering approach to bioethics, one that
emphasizes empirical treatment of bioethical issues, and the integration of bioethical scholar-
ship with practical application. 

The Penn Guide is the definitive text for policy makers, health practitioners, researchers, and
students. This book will also inform the general public, patients, and family members as
they seek answers to the crucial bioethical issues of the day. 
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Learn what the Penn Center has to say about:
• Neuroethics and brain imaging: Is my mind mine? 

• Choosing future people: reproductive technologies and identity

• Eugenics and survival of the fittest in the modern world 

• Bioethics and national security

• Vaccination, abortion, nanotechnology, organ transplantation, end-of-life issues, and more

Advanced Praise for The Penn Guide
“This is not the usual and increasingly redundant collection of essays. Rather it is a set of
almost 70 essays, all well informed and many with attitude. Moreover the authors have suc-
ceeded in largely avoiding unnecessarily technical language without sacrificing the
carefulness and clarity necessary in dealing with complex issues. In short, The Penn Center
Guide to Bioethics is a lively collection of well informed and interesting essays on an unusu-
ally wide spectrum of topics in bioethics. Both academics and practitioners can benefit from
the large set of issues addressed. I would hope to see it on the shelves of all those with an
ongoing interest in bioethics.”

—Harold T. Shapiro, PhD, Princeton University
Former Chair, National Bioethics Advisory Board

About the Editors
Vardit Ravitsky, PhD, is a faculty member at the Department of Medical Ethics and a senior fellow
at the Center for Bioethics at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. Previously, she was a
post-doctoral fellow at the Department of Clinical Bioethics at the NIH and at the Social and 
Behavioral Research Branch (SBRB) of the National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI).

Autumn Fiester, PhD is the Director of Graduate Studies in the Department of Medical Ethics.
She is also a Senior Fellow at the Center for Bioethics. She received her PhD in moral philosophy
from the University of Pennsylvania and her AM in sociology from Harvard University. Her
research interests include animals and bioethics, clinical professionalism, and moral theory.

Arthur L. Caplan is the Emmanuel and Robert Hart Professor of Bioethics, Chair of the Depart-
ment of Medical Ethics, and the Director of the Center for Bioethics at the University of
Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. Caplan is the recipient of many awards and honors including 
Person of the Year—2001 from USA Today, one of the fifty most influential people in American
health care by Modern Health Care, and one of the 10 most influential people in America in
biotechnology by the National Journal. He writes a regular column on bioethics for MSNBC.com
and is a frequent guest and commentator on National Public Radio, CNN, MSNBC The New York
Times, Washington Post, Philadelphia Inquirer and many other media outlets.
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