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Double Vision 

GIANT CELL ARTERITIS 
AND YOUR EYES
What is GCA? Giant cell arteritis (GCA for short) is
when the blood vessels in your head get swollen,
including the ones that help bring blood to your eyes.

Blind Spot Blurriness

 GCA Red-Flag Signs

Darkening or
Graying Curtaining

Other Warning Signs

Comes on quickly and looks
dark. May only last for a few

seconds to minutes.

Go to the nearest Emergency
Room (ER) right away! This

may be caused by GCA.

“If it’s dark, dim, or
gray – don’t delay!

Think GCA!”

Call your eye doctor right
away to discuss your

symptoms and find out
what to do next.

What should I say when I arrive to the ER?
“I have giant cell arteritis, and I’m losing my vision.

My doctor said I might need IV steroids fast!”

The information provided here is for educational purposes only and should not be considered medical advice. If you or
someone you know is experiencing symptoms, please consult with a healthcare professional for proper diagnosis and

treatment. In case of an emergency, call 9-1-1 or seek immediate medical attention.

Some other warning signs of GCA may include a new headache, scalp
tenderness, or jaw pain, especially while chewing.

Why is this important? GCA can lead to permanent vision loss if it’s not treated
quickly— which means your eyesight might not come back. It’s important to
know which sudden vision changes are serious and require medical attention.

People with GCA may also have these
sudden and intense vision changes.


