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News & Updates
Meet Dr. Courtney Wolk, PISCE Executive Director

Courtney Benjamin Wolk, PhD, is an Associate Professor of
Psychiatry at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania,
University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine, the Associate
Director of the Penn Center for Mental Health in the
Department of Psychiatry.

I am thrilled to step into the role of Executive Director at the
Penn Implementation Science Center. I am honored to lead
such a dedicated community of implementation scientists
and look forward to advancing our mission of translating

research into impactful practice.

Meet Dr. Danielle Cullen, PISCE Director of Education

Danielle Cullen, MD, MPH, MSHP, is an Assistant Professor of
Pediatrics and Pediatric Emergency Medicine, Director of
Health Services and Health Equity Research for the Division of
Emergency Medicine at CHOP, and Associate Director of
Implementation Science at CHOP Clinical Futures.

“I'm honored to join the phenomenal PISCE team in shaping
the future of implementation science by expanding

educational opportunities, building lasting capacity for research
and practice, and fostering a dynamic, interconnected

community of implementation scientists at all career stages.”

Registration Closes Soon (5/16) for Penn ISI!

Registration for the gth Annual Penn Implementation Science
Institute (held virtually from June 24th to June 27th)
closes on May 16th. ISI aims to provide participants with the
tools to design and execute rigorous implementation science
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Senior Fellows Spotlight: Sarita Sonalkar, MD, MPH

Sarita Sonalkar, MD, MPH, is an Associate Professor of Obstetrics
and Gynecology at the University of Pennsylvania. Dr. Sonalkar's
research is focused on implementation of evidence-based sexual
health interventions, to improve equity and access, and reduce
stigma. She is interested in many areas of sexual health including
postpartum contraception, HIV prevention, and evidence-based
management of early pregnancy complications. One example of an
exciting project was her work in Ghana, where along with a team
1‘ of partners from the World Health Organization and the
University of Ghana School of Public Health, they created and
piloted a mobile app to disseminate WHO family planning guidance. They conducted a
hybrid type II implementation-effectiveness trial in 3 hospital postpartum units to assess
the completeness and accuracy of counseling and uptake of contraceptive methods. More
recently, the LDI has supported qualitative and survey research that Dr. Sonalkar is
conducting along with mentees Rachel McKean and Jessica Wu in the areas of
management of early pregnancy complications; both projects have important implications
for abortion access in the United States.

Senior Fellows Spotlight: Elizabeth Lowenthal, MD, MSCE

Liz Lowenthal is an Associate Professor of Pediatrics and
Epidemiology at the University of Pennsylvania Perelman
School of Medicine and CHOP. She is Research Director for
CHOP’s Global Health Center and Director of the
Developmental Core for the Penn Center for AIDS Research.
Her research is focused on children impacted by HIV and
other pediatric global health priorities, particularly in the
three countries where CHOP has formal global health

partnerships (Botswana, Dominican Republic, Ghana). She is
a member of the NIH-sponsored Adolescent HIV Prevention and Treatment
Implementation Science Alliance (AHISA), an international alliance of researchers using
Implementation Science methods to improve the health of adolescents who are at risk for
or living with HIV. Dr. Lowenthal is passionate about making implementation science
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available to researchers in resource-limited settings and has collaborated on translations
of Implementation Science Frameworks into Spanish. Currently, her team is working to
implement neurocognitive screening with the Penn Computerized Neurocognitive Battery
(PCNB) in Botswana schools to help improve support for children with neurocognitive
differences. This work builds on an Ro1-funded study (MPI Ro1 HD095278) that
culturally-adapted and validated the PCNB for use in Botswana. Leveraging support from
the Botswana Ministry of Child Welfare and Basic Education and a Penn Global
Engagement Grant, she is involving Penn students in measuring implementation
determinants to help guide a rollout of screening nationally.

PISCE's Upcoming Events

PISCE

ow to Choose? Implementation
J cience Frameworks and Health
Equity: An Overview for Early-
Stage Investigators

KATELIN HOSKINS, PHD, (/8 ) STEPHEN BONETT, iﬁi
MBE, CRNP A\ HD, RN

How to Choose? Implementation Science Frameworks and
Health Equity: An Overview for Early-Stage Investigators
with Katelin Hoskins, PhD, MBE, CRNP and Stephen Bonett, PhD, RN

On May 15, 2025 from 12:00pm to 1:00pm EST, Dr. Katelin Hoskins and Dr. Stephen
Bonett will host a lecture that focuses on the use of theories, models, and frameworks
within implementation science with an emphasis on health equity.

Register Here
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Educational Opportunities

Implementation in a Learning Health System Institute
May 19 - 23, 2025
Wake Forest University Charlotte Center

The Implementation in a Learning Health System Institute will provide attendees with the
knowledge and skills needed to propose, design, implement, and evaluate healthcare
innovations in the context of a learning health system. Designed for academic faculty,
clinician-researchers, and healthcare leaders who conduct implementation science, or
those currently involved in implementation practice who wish to obtain a deeper
understanding of key principles and strategies, this institute will cover theories, models,
and frameworks, as well as the development of protocols, evaluation approaches, and
implementation strategies while developing the leadership skills necessary to navigate

complex health systems.

Qualitative Research Core Summer Workshop
May - June 2025
Virtual (via Teams)

The Qualitative Research Core at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) is pleased to
announce their Summer Workshop Series, running from May through June 2025. This
series includes three in-depth workshops designed to build and strengthen qualitative
research skills:

e Conducting Qualitative Interviews — $200 per person

e Managing Qualitative Research Projects — $400 per person

e Positionality, Reflexivity, and Writing a Positionality Statement — $200 per person
Each workshop includes 2—3 hours of training, offered across multiple session dates to
accommodate participants’ schedules and provide flexibility for engagement.
We welcome researchers at all levels and look forward to supporting your growth in
qualitative methods.

For more information or to register, please contact Katie Kellom.
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Job Opportunities

Senior Research Coordinator - Community Health at Tufts

University

Under general supervision of the Principal Investigator, the Senior Research Coordinator
will work to successfully achieve technical and administrative project milestones for an
extramurally-funded research grant focused on widespread and sustainable
implementation of a clinical decision aid across healthcare settings and systems. This is a
grant-funded and limited term position ending June 1, 2026.

For more information and the application, click here.

Postdoctoral Fellow - Research on Ethics, Aging, and Community
Health (REACH) at Tufts University

The REACH Lab at Tufts University invites applications for a full-time, fully-

funded Postdoctoral Fellowship which provides excellent preparation for independent
research and faculty positions. This position will provide early career researchers with
valuable experience and mentorship in health services research, intervention design and
analysis, and grant writing. The postdoctoral fellow will join a vibrant team engaged in
multidisciplinary research teams conducting innovative research in shared decision-
making, health policy, and implementation science. The position is one year, with
potential for renewal for up to three years with successful performance.

For more information, click here. To apply send your CV and cover letter to Karen Ladin
PhD, MSc.
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