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Dear Members of Penn Psychiatry,

As we welcome the summer season — a time of renewal, light, and possibility — | am reminded of the extraordinary
energy that defines our department. This issue celebrates the discoveries, milestones, and people who continue to
move our mission forward with purpose and heart.

In this issue, we honor the remarkable work of Karine Dubé, whose research with Loreen Willenberg and the Last
Gift program illuminates one of the most profound mysteries in modern medicine: the spontaneous cure of HIV.
Their partnership reminds us that science is not only a pursuit of answers, but a testament to human courage and
generosity.

We also celebrate the graduation of our psychiatry residents whose growth and resilience reflect the very best of
our training community. Their journey strengthens our field and fills us with confidence for the future they will help
shape.

This summer issue also celebrates excellence across our department—from PSOM teaching award recipients to our
resident, fellow, and quarterly departmental honorees. Each recognition is a testament to the dedication,
compassion, and innovation that define our shared work.

As our nation marks its 250™ anniversary, we also have an opportunity to reflect on the values of service and
community that connect us to one another and inspire continued progress. | wish you a wonderful summer and
many meaningful moments celebrating this historic occasion with family and friends. Happy Summer!

With Gratitude,

Maria A. Oquendo, MD, PhD

Ruth Meltzer Professor and Chairman of Psychiatry

Perelman School of Medicine, University of Pennsylvania
Psychiatrist in Chief, Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania



THE LEGACY OF

LOREEN WILLENBERG

Loreen Willenberg — known to many as the San Francisco patient — passed away on April 6, 2026, leaving behind
an extraordinary scientific and humanitarian legacy.

For Karine Dubé DrPH, the loss is deeply personal. Dr. Dubé joined Penn Psychiatry earlier this year as the Director
of Community Research & Engagement Core in the Center for AIDS Research (CFAR), and her research focuses on
the social, behavioral, and ethical aspects of HIV cure research, with an emphasis on community engagement and
participant perspectives. Over the past year, Dr. Dubé had the privilege of being welcomed into Loreen’s close circle
and accompanying her through her thoughtful, courageous decision to participate in the Last Gift program.

Loreen was extraordinary in every sense. As an exceptional elite controller who reached what can best be described
as a spontaneous cure of HIV, she lived at the edge of what science could explain — and she met that uncertainty
with curiosity, generosity, and a fierce commitment to helping others. Even at the end of her life, she chose to give
more. Her donation of tissues will allow Dr. Dubé and other researchers to continue studying HIV persistence
throughout the body, including the brain, in ways that were never before possible.

Working with her on her story for the Journal of Infectious Diseases was an honor for Dr. Dubé, one that she will
carry with her always. In the Epilogue Reflections, Loreen’s voice comes through clearly: she wanted her life to
matter to science and to the people who would come after her. It already has.

Loreen expanded the boundaries of what we believed was possible. Dr. Dubé shared, “I’'m grateful to have known
her, and even more grateful that her final gift will continue to guide us forward.”

For those who wish to learn about Loreen’s remarkable life and advocacy, you can discover more by reading the

following reflection by Loreen and edited by Dr. Dubé:
https://academic.oup.com/jid/advance-article/doi/10.1093/infdis/jiag237/8663043?searchresult=1



https://academic.oup.com/jid/advance-article/doi/10.1093/infdis/jiag237/8663043?searchresult=1
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CLASS OF 2026 GRADUATES
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Please join us in congratulating our Psychiatry Residency Graduating Class of 2026:

Phillip Bradshaw, MD
Elizabeth Duthinh, MD, MPH
QeeQee Gao, MD

Chris Lea, MD

Nadine Michel, MD, PhD
Zachary Rosenthal, MD
Eugenia Saiegh, MD
Kirsten Sandgren, MD, MBE
Mila Tamminga, MD

Mikiko Thelwell, MD, MPH
Eric Wagner, MD

Post Pediatric Portal Program
Alise Patricia Peckjian, MD
Reshem Agarwal, MD




CELEBRATING AWARDS,

CONGRATULATIONS!

2026 Penn Psychiatry Graduation Awards

Tina Chen, MD

Earl Bond Award

Chris Bennett, MD

Martin P. Szuba Award for Excellence in Clinical Teaching & Research

Lindsay Sortor, PhD

Excellence in Teaching by a Psychologist Award

Barbara Shapiro, MD

Clinical Faculty Teaching Award

Mark Morales, MD

Joseph DiGiacomo, MD Junior Clinical Faculty Teaching Award

Claudia Baldassano, MD
Golkoo Hosseini, MD
Nicolas Lescano, MD
Elizabeth Moore, MD
Samantha Zweibel, MD

Albert Stunkard Faculty Recognition Award

Kimberly Genesio, MD
Albert Yu, MD

Dean’s Award for Excellence in Clinical Teaching, Affiliated Hospital

Felicia Duch, MOT, OTR/L

Dean’s Award for Excellence in Medical Student Teaching by an
Allied Health Professional

Kimberly Genesio, MD

PGY-I and PGY-Il Faculty Teaching Award

Claudia Baldassano, MD

PGY-IIl and PGY-IV Faculty Teaching Award

Finola Goudy, MD
Naomie Shembo, MD

E. Cabrina Campbell, MD Resident Award for Excellence in
Teaching Medical Students

Phillip Bradshaw, MD
QeeQee Gao, MD

Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy Award

Kirsten Sandgren, MD
Mila Tamminga, MD
QeeQee Gao, MD
Phillip Bradshaw, MD

Outstanding Senior Resident Award




Quarterly Department of Psychiatry Honorees

Edward S. Brodkin, MD
Associate Professor of Psychiatry

America’s Top Doctors, Castle Connolly Medical for expertise in adult
autism (specialty: Psychiatry) - 2026

Lily Brown, PhD
Assistant Professor

Certificate of Appreciation for Distinguished Service to the Rehabilitation
Research and Development Scientific Merit Review Board, U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs

Scott Campbell, MD
Robert L. Sadoff Associate Professor and
Vice Chair of Education

Distinguished Fellow of the American Psychiatric Association

John Chaves, MD, FAPA
Assistant Professor of Clinical Psychiatry

Distinguished Fellow of the American Psychiatric Association

Tina Chen, MD
Assistant Professor of Clinical Psychiatry

Gold Humanism Honor Society (GHHS)

Cesar de la Fuente, PhD
Presidential Associate Professor

The Biotechnology Excellence Strategy - Strategic Advisor to the
Government of Galicia

Elected, Royal Society of Biology Fellow (FRSB)

Elected, Nature Research Advisory Council

Finola Goudy, MD
PGY2 Resident

Gold Humanism Honor Society (GHHS)

Golkoo Hosseini, MD, MSED
Assistant Professor of Clinical Psychiatry

Alpha Omega Alpha (AQA) - National Medical Honor Society

Desmond Oathes, PhD
Associate Professor

Elected to Scientific Advisory Board, Center for Mesoscale Mapping,
National Center for Biomedical Imaging and Bioengineering
International Workshop on Concurrent TMS-fMRI, Co-organizer - Mexico

Maria A. Oquendo, MD, PhD
Ruth Meltzer Professor and
Chairman of Psychiatry

The 2026 Leadership Award, American Association of
Chairs of Departments of Psychiatry (AACDP)

Keshav Subramanian, PhD
NRSA Postdoctoral Fellow of Psychiatry
Neuroscience Program — Hayes Lab

2026 Hartwell Fellowship

Mila Tamminga, MD
PGY4 Resident

Alpha Omega Alpha (AQA) - National Medical Honor Society

Robert Weinrieb, MD
Professor of Psychiatry

Philadelphia Magazine Top Doctor 2026




YOUR ONGOING COMMITMENT STRENGTHENS OUR SHARED VISION AND
MISSION — THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT YOU DO!

Vision
Promoting health for the brain and mind to transform lives and the world.

Mission

Penn Psychiatry develops and implements new ideas to understand, prevent, and treat disorders of the
brain and mind, through

innovative research + discoveries, outstanding educational, world-renowned clinical services, and
transformational public health policies.

Click here to access the Penn Psychiatry website.


https://www.med.upenn.edu/psychiatry
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