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This interdisciplinary panel explores the

connection between literature and

psychoanalysis through two related papers. First,

Dr. Richman will discuss the work of Georges

Bataille [1897-1962], a contemporary of Lacan,

heir to Hegel and Nietzsche, who underwent

psychoanalysis in the 1920’s. She examines his

notion of sovereignty as both a critique of

Freudian “liberation’ narrative and a proposal

to address the tragic dimension of death in the modern world. Next, Dr. Zickler will consider how
psychoanalytic theories are implicitly or explicitly shaped by literary narratives.With particular
attention to the ways theoretical narratives incorporate ideas about death, endings and the
possibility of “closure”, her paper will make use of the work of Freud, Jean Laplanche, Julia
Kristeva, and Peter Brooks.

Refreshments will be served. Please see our website for info on upcoming events: http://www.med.upenn.edu/psych/PCOP.html



