
Asymptomatic OUTPATIENT with Positive SARS CoV-2 (COVID-19) 
Molecular Result

Is surgery 
emergent/

urgent?
YES

Proceed with procedure using Special 
Isolation Precautions for COVID-19 

including negative pressure airborne 
isolation room

NO

Can procedure be 
delayed for 28 days?

NO

Patient must 
quarantine for at 

least 10 days

YES

Wait ≥ 28 days post-
COVID-19 to perform 
procedure; Do NOT 

retest

After 10 days, follow-up with patient by 
phone to determine if symptoms ever 
developed

Did symptoms 
develop?

YES

Postpone procedure until patient has 
recovered and has been afebrile x 3 

days off antipyretics

NO

Obtain single swab for SARSCoV-2 testing 
as soon as Day #11 after COVID dx

Is test result 
negative?NO

Can procedure be 
delayed again?

YES

Wait 7 days and 
repeat single swab

NO

Proceed with procedure using 
Standard Precautions

YES



Asymptomatic OUTPATIENT Who Has Two Procedures/Diagnostic Tests Scheduled within 1 Week

• The patient should undergo a test for SARS CoV-2 within 2-3 days of first procedure
• Consider repeat SARS CoV-2 testing again within 3 days of the second procedure



Outpatient Pre-Procedure Covid Testing 
for a Patient who has Recovered from Confirmed Covid-19 Infection

(The following applies to non-immunocompromised patients.  For immunocompromised please 
consult your location Infectious Diseases team for case by case assessment and guidance.)

Wait > 28 days from initial 
COVID-19 positive test 

date to perform 
procedure

Patient Recovered from Confirmed 
Covid-19 Infection

Proceed with procedure using 
standard precautions

Proceed with procedure, using appropriate Isolation 
Precautions for COVID-19, including the use airborne 

infection isolation/air handling for any aerosol 
generating procedures.

*If surgeon determines that a delay will negatively impact patient’s health, proceed with surgery/procedure as scheduled and test on day 
of admission. 

Is surgery urgent or 
emergent?*

NO

Is patient > 28
days post COVID-19 

recovery?

YES

YES

Obtain test
(SARS CoV-2 assay)

NO

Is repeat
SARS CoV-2 assay 

COVID-19
negative?

Pre-operative/procedural 
testing not required

YES

NO



Asymptomatic INPATIENT Who Will Require Multiple Procedures/Diagnostic Tests During 
Admission

Was patient tested on 
admission?

NO

Perform swab for 
SARSCoV-2 within 3 days 

of procedure
Initial Test Negative

Proceed with procedures 
– no need to repeat 

testing within 7 days for 
other procedures

If patient remains admitted > 7 days, 1 
additional SARCoV-2 test may be 

performed between day 8-14 if additional 
procedures planned

Initial Test Positive

Decision to proceed or delay procedures 
will be made by proceduralist/surgery 

teams

YES

What was 
SARSCoV-2 test 

result?
Initial Test Negative

When was 
SARSCoV-2 test 

performed?
Within 7 days

No additional 
testing 
needed

Proceed with 
planned 

procedures

More than 7 days
prior to 1st 

planned procedure

Perform single 
swab for repeat 

testing
Test Negative Test Positive



Inpatient who has recovered from COVID-19 illness and has been cleared from Isolation Precautions using 
test-based or time-based strategy, and who now requires a procedure or diagnostic test for which pre-

procedural testing is usually performed

DO NOT repeat testing for SARSCoV-2
Having recovered from COVID-19 illness this patient is outside the window when viral transmission may 

occur

If this patient is tested for SARS CoV-2, and the result is Positive

DO NOT place patient in Special Isolation Precautions
The patient is NOT infectious

• Proceed with procedure or diagnostic test using Standard Precautions and PPE
• Procedure may occur in standard (positive pressure) OR room

BUT



COVID-19 Inpatient requires diagnostic test or procedure for which pre-procedural testing is 
typically performed

DO NOT repeat testing for SARS CoV-2

• Proceed with procedures or diagnostics using all appropriate Isolation precautions and PPE
• Perform aerosol-generating procedures in negative pressure rooms
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