
Cindy W. Christian, MD holds The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia endowed Chair in the Prevention of 
Child Abuse and Neglect, is a Professor of Pediatrics at the Perelman School of Medicine at The University of 
Pennsylvania and serves as an Assistant Dean in the medical school’s Program of Diversity and Inclusion. For more 
than two decades, she directed the child abuse program at CHOP. In 2010,  Dr. Christian was appointed as the �rst 
medical director for the Philadelphia Department of Human Services, leading the development of policies and 
strategies to improve the health of Philadelphia’s dependent children.  Dr. Christian devotes much of her clinical 
and academic work to the care of abused children.  

Said Ibrahim, MD, MPH is a Tenured Professor of Medicine in the University of Pennsylvania’s Perelman 
School of Medicine. He is also Co-Director of the VA National Center of Innovation for Health Equity Research and 
Promotion (CHERP) and Director of the Philadelphia VA Medical Center CHERP. Dr. Ibrahim has conducted 
quantitative and qualitative research on racial/ethnic disparities in access to health care.  As Co-Director of CHERP, 
Dr. Ibrahim also leads a partnership of two robust VA Medical Centers and their academic a�liates with strengths in 
health services research, epidemiology, economics, psychometrics, and quantitative and qualitative data analysis to 
reduce disparities in health and health care among vulnerable groups of veterans.

Giang Nguyen, MD, MPH, MSCE, FAAFP is a family physician and faculty member at the University 
of Pennsylvania. His academic interests include LGBT health, Asian immigrant health, and primary care. He is also 
Medical Director for Penn Family Care, where he also provides direct care a diverse panel of patients (many of whom 
are LGB-identi�ed, transgender, or non-English speaking Vietnamese immigrants). Dr. Nguyen created the Penn 
Asian Health Initiatives in 2004, a resource for community engagement, mentorship, and research on the health of 
Asian Americans. He also regularly teaches medical students and residents about LGBT health, works with 
non-pro�t LGBT organizations, and is a senior fellow at the new Penn Medicine Program for LGBT Health.

Daniel Polsky, PhD Executive Director of the Leonard Davis Institute of Health Economics, is a Professor of 
Medicine in the Perelman School of Medicine and the Robert D. Eilers Professor of Health Care Management in the 
Wharton School. He currently serves on the Congressional Budget O�ce’s Panel of Health Advisers and he was the 
Senior Economist on health issues at the President’s Council of Economic Advisers in 2007-08. His research areas 
include access to health care, workforce, and economic evaluation of medical and behavioral health interventions. 
He is a coauthor of the book “Economic Evaluation in Clinical Trials” published by Oxford University Press.

Dr. Marilyn Sommers is the Lillian S. Brunner Professor of Medical Surgical Nursing at the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Nursing. She studies injury related to sexual assault and risk-taking behaviors in vulnerable 
populations at risk for health outcomes disparities. Her populations of interest (women, older adolescents, young 
adults) who live in poverty have poorer health than those who do not, and bear a larger burden of injury and 
violence. She teaches a doctoral level course on Health Equity, is on the Advisory Council for the LGBT Center at 
Penn and for Gender, Sexuality, and Women1s Studies, and directs a post-doctoral NIH training program, Research 
Training to Study Vulnerable Women, Children, and Families.

David Satcher, MD, PhD is Director of the Satcher Health Leadership Institute at the Morehouse School of 
Medicine (SHLI/MSM), which was established in 2006.  He is also professor of Community Health and Preventive 
Medicine, Family Medicine, and Psychiatry at MSM. Since returning to the Morehouse School of Medicine, he has 
served as founding Director of the National Center for Primary Care (NCPC) and as Interim President of the 
Morehouse School of Medicine. 

Prior to 2002, Dr. Satcher served as Director of the CDC, Assistant Secretary for Health, and Surgeon General of the 
United States, making him only the second person in history to serve simultaneously as Surgeon General and 
Assistant Secretary for Health. As Surgeon General, Dr. Satcher released the �rst ever Surgeons General Reports on 
Mental Health, Oral Health, Sexual Health, and Overweight and Obesity.  As Assistant Secretary for Health, he led the 
development of Healthy People 2010 where the goal of eliminating disparities in health was �rst articulated and 
served on the WHO Commission on Social Determinants of Health.

Dr. Satcher has received over 50 honorary degrees and numerous leadership awards.  Additional leadership roles 
have included, Interim Dean & CEO at King Drew and past President of Meharry Medical College.  Dr. Satcher is an 
avid rower and jogger who promotes the Surgeons General Prescription for personal behavior.  He is married to the 
former Nola Richardson and enjoys spending time with his children and grandchildren.
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